
PANAMA IN WORLD WAR 2 

 

 

PART 23 – SOME NOTES ON FORTS AND OTHER INSTALLATIONS 

 

QUARRY HEIGHTS1 – the Quarry Heights Military Reservation had been established on the 

western side of Ancon Hill, adjacent to Balboa, from 1903, accommodating the first US 

troops – a party of US Marines protecting the railroad and US Government property.  It 

was formally established as a military installation in December 1919.  It has a commanding 

360-degree view encompassing the Pacific approach to the Canal entrance.   

In March 1940, plans were approved for a bombproof, reinforced concrete structure “for 

use in case of emergency and vital to the security of important data”, and this Command 

Post structure 200 feet under the Hill was completed in January 1942 at a cost of 

$400,0002.   

It got its name from the rock quarry on the side of Ancon Hill, from which stone was used 

in the construction of the Miraflores and Pedro Miguel Locks.   

It served as the site of headquarters for – 

• Commander, US Army Panama Canal Department 1920-41; 

 
1  For a full history of Quarry Heights, see http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/qh_legacy_report.htm  
2  It continued in use postwar, as command headquarters, including for US Southern Command through to 
1998 http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/qh_legacy_report.htm and 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/35 

http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/qh_legacy_report.htm
http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/qh_legacy_report.htm
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/35


• Commander, US Army Caribbean Defense Command 1941-47; 

• Commander-in-Chief, US Caribbean Command 1947-63; 

• Commander-in-Chief, US Southern Command 1963-19983. 

Quarry Heights also housed one of 5 Army signal detachments (the others being in San 

Francisco, Texas, Hawaii and the Philippines) providing Army intercepts.  In January 1939, 

all 6 detachments were consolidated into the 2nd Signal Service Battalion4. 

The Joint Operations Tunnel was located at Quarry Heights.  In March 1940, Lieutenant 

General Daniel Van Voorhis, Commanding General of the Panama Canal Department, 

directed the construction of a bombproof shelter at Quarry Heights for use in case of 

emergency.   

This Joint Command Post facility, completed by January 1942, was constructed under 200 

feet of native porphyry rock, with the entrance cut into the solid rock face of the old 

Ancon Quarry, and was built of reinforced concrete at a cost of $400,000.  The structure 

featured a 269-feet by 52-feet main building and a 302-feet by 7½-feet tunnel.  The facility 

was later used as a secure intelligence, 

communications, and joint operations 

command post centre for the unified 

command until 1997.5 

 

1939 – 2 photos of Quarry Heights Officers' 
Quarters, Parkinson Lane 
 

 
3  http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/qh_legacy_report.htm  
4  https://www.nsa.gov/about/cryptologic-heritage/center-cryptologic-history/pearl-harbor-review/sis/  
5  http://www.abovetopsecret.com/forum/thread110919/pg1  

http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/qh_legacy_report.htm
https://www.nsa.gov/about/cryptologic-heritage/center-cryptologic-history/pearl-harbor-review/sis/
http://www.abovetopsecret.com/forum/thread110919/pg1
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The bunker on Centennial 
Road destroyed in 2016 
(despite apparent 

assurances to the contrary)6 

 
6  https://www.prensa.com/impresa/panorama/Bunker-patrimonio-pedazos_0_4571542942.html  

https://www.prensa.com/impresa/panorama/Bunker-patrimonio-pedazos_0_4571542942.html


 



FORT AMADOR/FORT GRANT – amongst the first permanent Canal fortifications, these 

consisted of the causeway breakwater and connected islands in Panama Bay, as well as 

offshore islands San Jose, Panamarca, Changarmi, Tortolita, Torola, Coroviceta, Cocovi, 

Venado, and the largest, Taboga7.  On each of 4 connected islands (Naos, Culebra, Perico 

and Flamenco8) of Fort Grant there were gun batteries, guarding the Pacific entrance to 

the Canal but all were dismounted and dismantled 1943-48.   
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Amador 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A railroad line, which had been installed to aid in the construction of the breakwater, 

remained in place and was used to transport ammunition to supply the guns located on 

the islands’ defensive sites9. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
7  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/35 
8  Originally known as “the Fortified Islands”. 
9  https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/11/19/defense-of-panama-canal-batteries-and-accommodation/ 

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/35
https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/11/19/defense-of-panama-canal-batteries-and-accommodation/


HAWK Battery C at Fort Grant in the 1960s10 

 

 

Fort Amador was begun around 190811 and 

completed in 1914 12.  The Army sector of Amador 

served as headquarters for the Coast Artillery 

District 1919-47, and as the senior Army 

command in Panama from 1947-79.   

Although the coastal artillery guns were fired on a regular basis, between 1929 and 1939 

“shortages of funds and personnel resulted in many of the big seacoast guns being placed 

in caretaker status… In the years immediately preceding the US entry into World War 2 all 

guns were rehabilitated, tested, and placed in service status”.13 

The Navy sector of Amador served as US Navy headquarters 1918-93, with the 15th Naval 

District Headquarters located there (it was disestablished 1976).   

Part of Fort Amador was transferred to the Panamanian Government in 1979, together 

with the islands that comprised Fort Grant, and 

the rest (including the Navy scetion) in 199614.  

 

In 1974, a visit to Taboga revealed remains of US Army 
installations looking out to sea and the cut-up rifled gun 
barrel (note the canteen cup below, also found at the 

same time)15 

Photo: L.R. Celerier 1974 

 

 

 
10  http://www.517thartillery.org/  
11  Before construction of the batteries at Flamenco (or “Deadman’s”) Island could begin, 2 cemeteries 
located there were moved in August 1911 to Ancon Cemetery near Ancon Hospital.  Many of those buried 
there were “soldiers who had died of tropical diseases while making the hazardous crossing of Panama en 
route to posts in California”: https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/11/19/defense-of-panama-canal-
batteries-and-accommodation/  
12  Transferring to Fort Clayton when parts of Fort Amador and the causeway islands were handed to 
Panama in 1979. 
13  https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/11/19/defense-of-panama-canal-batteries-and-accommodation/ 
14  http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p01.htm  
15  http://www.panamahistorybits.com/article.asp?id=2011-06-26  

http://www.517thartillery.org/
https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/11/19/defense-of-panama-canal-batteries-and-accommodation/
https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/11/19/defense-of-panama-canal-batteries-and-accommodation/
https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/11/19/defense-of-panama-canal-batteries-and-accommodation/
http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p01.htm
http://www.panamahistorybits.com/article.asp?id=2011-06-26


Naos was used by the Panamanian military 

until 1989 (the year of the US invasion, 

Operation Just Cause).  Flamenco Island was 

used as a prison until 1989, and 

subsequently was handed over to the 

Panamanian national maritime service – this 

later moving to the former Rodman depot 

in 1999.  Culebra Island is now owned by the Smithsonian Institute for tropical marine 

studies16. 

 

 

 
16  https://www.northamericanforts.com/East/cz.html  

https://www.northamericanforts.com/East/cz.html


Entrance to Battery Burnside on Naos Island.  
This entrance and 3 others nearby lead to 
long flights of stairs up to battery level on 
the top of the island 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Causeway to Fort Amador, as seen 
from Battery C Site at Fort Grant, 

Flamenco Island in 196517 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Battery Warren at Flamenco Island was last fired on 8 December 194418.  It was later 

converted for use as a site for HAWK surface-to-air missiles and much of the underground 

area was used in connection with the operation of the missile battery.19 

 

 
17  http://www.517thartillery.org/BatteryC.htm  
18  https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/11/19/defense-of-panama-canal-batteries-and-accommodation/ 
19  https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/11/19/defense-of-panama-canal-batteries-and-accommodation/ 

http://www.517thartillery.org/BatteryC.htm
https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/11/19/defense-of-panama-canal-batteries-and-accommodation/
https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/11/19/defense-of-panama-canal-batteries-and-accommodation/


COROZAL – this was a sub-installation of Fort Clayton, and had been used as a settlement 

by the Isthmian Canal Commission until turned over to the Army as construction of the 

Canal was completed.  It was divided into West Corazal and East Corazal. 

 

FORT KOBBE – located on the Bay of Panama, on the west bank of the Canal, Bruja20 

Military reservation was established in 1928 and considered a sub-post of Fort Amador.  It 

included 16-inch naval gun batteries.  It was renamed Fort Kobbe in 1932, with part of it 

becoming Bruja Point Air Base.21   

In 1940, it was expanded considerably, and from June 1941 became separate from Fort 

Amador, as part of an independent post that also included Howard Field22, and the 2 gun 

batteries (Haan and Murray) with 4 16-inch guns.   

In 1952, a part of Fort Kobbe (the Bruja Point Air Base) was officially separated and made 

part of Howard Field23.   

Fort Kobbe was transferred to Panama in 1999. Fort Kobbe became an international 

business park and the mixed-use residential community of Panama Pacifico, and the 

former garrison area is now the town centre24. 

 

BALBOA - an area opposite the town of Balboa, the only practical location for the 

expansion of waterfront facilities at the Pacific entrance, had been under study before the 

war for several years as a possible site for a submarine base.  In Summer 1941, the 

development of a small operating base was begun at a point where a pier had been built 4 

years before, to allow access to an ammunition depot, and an extension was made to this 

pier and 2 new finger piers added, with a further pier was abandoned25.  The piers allowed 

fuel, water and power supplies. 

 
20  Bruja means “witches”. 
21  Being named for a Major General William A Kobbe, an artillery officer from the Spanish-American War 
and who had died in 1931. 
22  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/43 
23  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/43 
24  https://www.northamericanforts.com/East/cz.html See also: 
https://www.kobbekids.com/HTML/history_of_fort_kobbe.htm  
25  https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html  

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/43
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/43
https://www.northamericanforts.com/East/cz.html
https://www.kobbekids.com/HTML/history_of_fort_kobbe.htm
https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html


An industrial area at the new base had repair and overhaul workshops for torpedoes, 

batteries, communication equipment, etc, and a general storehouse housed stores for 

Pacific-bound convoys.  There was also a net and boom depot26.  At the same time, the 

15th Naval District headquarters on the other side was expanded, including with a 

bombproof command centre. Together with additional housing for personnel27. 

During World War 1, only 1 of 2 planned dry docks had been built.  Drydock Number 2 was 

approved as a project in January 1942, and its construction began immediately. It was 

designed to accommodate 2 destroyers or 2 submarines abreast, and a third dry dock for 

small vessels was built alongside, so located as to use the north wall of Dock Number 2 as 

one of its own28.  Together with other new facilities, by the end of 1943 the total repair 

facilities available in the Canal Zone were said to be equal to those which had existed at 

Pearl Harbor in December 194129. 

Around 1914, the earliest naval installation in the Canal Zone had been established as the 

Balboa Naval Radio Station on land separated from Fort Amador for use by the US Navy.  

The naval station was soon renamed the 15th Naval District and was subsequently 

expanded considerably30, and the Radio Station became US Navy Communications Station 

(NAVCOMMSTA) by World War 231.   

The Farfan Radio Station was an entirely new development, located on an 860-acre 

reservation south of the Balboa operating base, and included 5 steel towers, 2-story 

bombproof operations building, and housing facilities32. 

 

FORT CLAYTON – this large facility opened in 192233 and was located directly across from 

the Miraflores Locks on in-filled land called the “Miraflores dumps”.  During World War 2 

 
26  https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html  
27  https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html  
28  https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html  
29  https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html  
30  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/37 
31  http://navy-radio.com/commsta/balboa.htm  
32  https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html  
33  Being named after a Colonel Bertram T Clayton, killed in action in France in 1918. 

https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html
https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html
https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html
https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/37
http://navy-radio.com/commsta/balboa.htm
https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html


it served as headquarters for the Panama Mobile Force 

1941-46 and the Security Command.  Postwar it became 

headquarters for Southern Command34.   

Fort Clayton was among the very last properties to be 

transferred to the Republic of Panama35, having taken over 

as the senior Army command headquarters in 197936.   

Now known as the Cuidad del Saber (City of Knowledge), 

and retaining many of the original buildings, the US 

Embassy relocated to the former Fort Clayton in 200737. 

 
Programme cover for official closure of Fort Clayton in 1999 

 

CURUNDU – the Curundu Military Reservation was established in 1919 (though not 

officially named as such until 1934, and originally its name was spelled “Corundu”).  It 

originally encompassed Fort Clayton and Albrook Field, as well as the Panama Ordnance 

Depot – all of which later separated.   

Camp Paraiso was a sub-post and located near the town of Pedro Miguel38.  Most of 

Curundu reverted to Panamanian control in 1982. 

 

Tokens used between 1930 when the NCO 
Club at Albrook Field was built, and 1949 

when it became Albrook Air Force Base39 

 

 

 
34  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/37 
35  https://erdc-library.erdc.dren.mil/jspui/handle/11681/15170  
36  http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p01.htm  
37  https://www.northamericanforts.com/East/cz.html  
38  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/39 
39  http://www.coins-of-panama.com/military/mt51-05.html  

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/37
https://erdc-library.erdc.dren.mil/jspui/handle/11681/15170
http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p01.htm
https://www.northamericanforts.com/East/cz.html
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/39
http://www.coins-of-panama.com/military/mt51-05.html


 

Curundu in 1947 - "The shopping center of our town.  Left is the commissary, right is restaurant, soda 
fountain and sort of general PX.  Left foreground, not shown is stone post office line stone pillars of 

commissary.  Building from which picture was taken is theater.  Busses are available, on per hour for an 8-

minute ride to the other side of base.  Busses about every 5 minutes to Tivoli, just this side of Panama City"40 

 

US NAVAL STATION: RODMAN – a licence was granted in 1932 for construction of the first 

west bank naval facilities, being completed in 193741.   

The Rodman US Naval Reservation involved a number of installations, including US Naval 

Station Rodman and a Marines barracks, constructed 1935-39 as the first naval installation 

on the west bank of the Canal (originally as the Naval Ammunition Depot, Balboa but 

renamed as the Marine Barracks in 194142)43.   

Until 1999, it remained the main hub of US Navy activity in support of operations in 

Central and South America and for vessels transiting the Canal, Rodman and the Marine 

Barracks also being handed over to Panama in 199944. 

 
40  http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/Photos/photoof340.htm  
41  It was named for Captain Hugh Rodman, former Marine Superintendent and Superintendent of 
Transportation of the Canal Commission: https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/45 
42  http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p03.htm  
43  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/45 
44  http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p03.htm  

http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/Photos/photoof340.htm
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/45
http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p03.htm
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/45
http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p03.htm


 

LA JOYA FIELD – a US Army Air Corps (USAAC) landing field, there were 2 landing strips 

here, being expanded former emergency landing fields used by fighter units during World 

War 2. 

31st Pursuit Squadron P-40 at La Joya Field45 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FARFAN HOUSING COMMUNITY – the US Naval Radio Station, Farfan was built on an 820-

acre site 1941-42, during the expansion of naval facilities in the Canal Zone.  In 1947-48, 

family housing was built on the site, becoming an annex to Naval Station Rodman46. 

 

US NAVAL STATION – MARINE BARRACKS – predating World War 2, it included family 

housing and barracks buildings, as well as other buildings47. 

 

COCOLI HOUSING COMMUNITY – originally authorised in support of the planned Third 

Locks Project, as increased housing was expected as a consequence.  It was to consist of 

Cocoli Gold (for US citizens) and Cocoli Silver (for non-US citizens).   

It was acquired from the Panama Canal Company by the US Navy in 1951, and transferred 

to the US Army (with its greater housing requirements) in 196548. 

 

FORT SHERMAN – located at Toro Point on Limon Bay, adjacent to the north-west 

entrance to the Canal, and being one of the first 3 harbour defence installations planned 

 
45  https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/11/18/panama-canal-zone-defences-ii/  
46  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/47 
47  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/47 
48  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/49 

https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/11/18/panama-canal-zone-defences-ii/
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/47
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/47
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/49


for the Canal, it was formally established in 1918 – although construction of batteries and 

buildings had actually begun in 1912.   

Its several batteries, with 14-inch and 6-inch guns defended the Atlantic entrance to the 

Canal49.  It was considered the most isolated of Canal Zone military posts, particularly in 

the early days before improved roads were built and, bounded by Limon Bay, in early days 

access was only by water, and later by railway or aircraft – it only being much later in its 

use that access by road was possible.   

It hosted 2 harbour defence battalions and an anti-aircraft battalion.  By 1945, the site 

consisted of approximately 11,448 acres.   

Due to its age, maintenance was an ever-present problem during World War 250.  As the 

mortars were dismantled in 1943, and the large naval artillery removed 1946-48, the 

coastal artillery personnel were reassigned51 and the site used as a billeting site.   

In 1959, Fort Sherman was designated as inactive sub-installation of Fort Gulick, but in 

1961, it was reclassified as an active sub-installation of Fort Gulick, and later obtained 

separate status.   

By the mid-1970s the site was principally used for training by the US Army School of the 

Americas52.   

Fort Sherman was handed over to Panama in 199953. 

Arriving with his family to serve at Fort Sherman in March 1939, one soldier recalled – 

“Sherman had a tiny PX, but hardly what my mother had in mind.  It sold toiletries 

and cigarettes: Blitz cloths to shine brass, Shinola to shine shoes, Vitalis to comb 

hair. Chewing gum was often too brittle to chew and chocolate bars melted in the 

wrapper. Esquire magazine had the popular Vargas girl pinups.  There was also, 

also, Life, Time, and Colliers.  A fringe benefit for the officer’s families was the 

 
49  It was named for Civil War General William T Sherman: 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/51 
50  http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/VAP/Sherman/fort_sherman_index.htm 
51  Ibid. 
52  It also housed a MIM-23 HAWK surface-to-air missile battery, which replaced anti-aircraft guns in 1960, 
the missiles themselves being removed in 1968. 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/53 
53  http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p04.htm  

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/51
http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/VAP/Sherman/fort_sherman_index.htm
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/53
http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p04.htm


weekly delivery of fresh bananas delivered to each porch.  Prisoners were detailed 

from the stockade to facilitate this.  The Post Theater and Post Chapel were the foci 

of social life. The theater was a tiny tar paper building. On Friday and Saturday 

nights the officer’s wives would emerge from the olive drab “Command Cars” that 

had wound down the jungle trail from their houses. They wore their latest fashions 

and were escorted by husbands in snappy class A uniforms. They walked past MP 

guards, who were wearing mosquito netting pulled across their pith helmets. The 

cost of a ticket was 15 cents, on weeknights. Inside, they watched a succession of 

some of the finest and some of the worst movies that Hollywood ever made”.54 

 

FORT SAN LORENZO - Despite having been designated as a National Monument since 

1908, the area around Fort San Lorenzo was originally incorporated into the Fort Sherman 

Military Reservation, in 1911 and, during World War 1, a radio listening post was set up 

there.  

during World War 2, in 1942, a searchlight and 3-

inch anti-aircraft guns were placed to prevent 

German U-boats from sending raiding parties up 

the Chagres towards the Gatun Dam.  The Army 

also built a pontoon bridge across the adjacent 

Chagres just above its mouth.  The bridge and gun 

position were dismantled after the war and Fort 

San Lorenzo returned to be a sight-seeing area and 

a picnic ground.55 

 

US military personnel using anti-aircraft searchlights in 1939 in defence of the Panama Canal Zone (Photo by 
Thomas D. Mcavoy/The LIFE Picture Collection via Getty Images) 

 

 
54  A Military brat’s life in the Panama Canal Zone 
1939-1942: https://weservedtoo.wordpress.com/2015/03/01/orders-to-panama-moving-from-selfridge-
field-michigan-to-fort-sherman-panama-canal-zone-march-1939/#more-1610  
55  http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/VAP/Sherman/fspage2.htm 

https://weservedtoo.wordpress.com/2015/03/01/orders-to-panama-moving-from-selfridge-field-michigan-to-fort-sherman-panama-canal-zone-march-1939/#more-1610
https://weservedtoo.wordpress.com/2015/03/01/orders-to-panama-moving-from-selfridge-field-michigan-to-fort-sherman-panama-canal-zone-march-1939/#more-1610
http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/VAP/Sherman/fspage2.htm


FORT DAVIS – originally known as Camp Gatun, this Fort was located on Gatun Lake, near 

the Gatun Locks at the Atlantic entrance to the Canal, and was officially established in 

December 191956.  It was further enlarged in 1939, and improved during the war for the 

increased numbers of personnel stationed there57.  It served as headquarters for the 14th 

Infantry Regiment 1920-5658; the Panama Atlantic General Depot 1939-46; and Panama 

Mobile Force and Security Command 1941-46.  It was transferred to Panama in 199559. 

 

FORT GULICK – located on Gatun Lake, the Fort Gulick Military Reservation was 

established in April 1941 as part of the wartime construction60.  It became home to the US 

Army School of the Americas (in premises originally built as the Atlantic Sector Hospital in 

1942, which operated 1943-6) and used to train students from Central and South America 

from 194961.  Part of Fort Gulick was handed over to Panama in 198462, and the rest in 

1995. 

 

CAMP ELLIOTT/CAMP GAILLARD – these were established as one of the original US 

Marine bases in 1904, but was no longer in Army use as active bases by World War 2.  

Camp Elliott was near the town of Culebra on the west bank of the Canal.  Culebra was 

handed over to the Army, after completion of Canal construction work, in March 191563 

and its land and buildings incorporated into Camp Elliott.  Camp Elliott was renamed Camp 

Gaillard64 but then deactivated in 1927 and the land used as an artillery range called 

Empire Range65. 

 
56  Being named for Colonel William D Davis, killed in action in France in 1918. 
57  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/55 
58  The 14th Infantry-known to some as the “Jungleers” and to others as the “Dragoneers”. 
59  http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p04.htm  
60  Being named for Major General John W Gulick, Chief of the Coastal Artillery 1930-34. 
61  With 34,000 students graduating before relocation of the School to Fort Benning, Georgia in 1984: 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/55 
62  Renamed Fuerte Espinari 
63  It was the policy of the government of the Canal Zone to hand over to the Army buildings and properties 
not required once the construction era was over: 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/59 
64  In honour of Colonel Gaillard, who had been responsible for construction of the Culebra Cut. 
65  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/61 

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/55
http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p04.htm
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/55
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/59
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/61


 

CAMP OTIS – this was another former US Marines base, located east of Camp Elliott/Camp 

Gaillard and established in 1904, but later deactivated in 191766. 

 

CAMP EMPIRE – a former Canal construction-era community, it was taken over by the 

Army in November 1914.  It was used for internment of enemy aliens during World War 2. 

 

 CAMP ROUSSEAU67 – during the early 1940s a hospital facility was built at Camp 

Rousseau, adjacent to the Canal and between Rodman Naval Station and the town of 

Cocoli, but converted into housing units in 1947-4868 but demolished in 1962.  After 

various uses it was handed over to Panama in 1999. 

 

Fort DeLessups and the Hotel Washington Pool69 

 

FORT DELESSEPS – this was a small installation 

adjacent to the Hotel Washington in the city 

of Colón and named in 1911 in honour of 

Ferdinand de Lessups, on property acquired 

by the Army from the Panama Railroad 

Company, although jurisdiction was never 

officially ceded to the US.   

It became home to a Coast Artillery post, including a gun battery (with guns that were not 

fired after 1942, until 1944, when last fired before being dismounted and scrapped70) and 

other facilities. It was transferred to the Panamanian Government in 195571.   

 
66  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/61 
67  Named for Commodore (later Admiral) Rousseau, engineer and member of the 3rd Isthmian Canal 
Commission. 
68  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/63 
69  http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/VAP/Delesseps/dl42.htm 
70  http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p09.htm  
71  Under the 1955 Treaty of Mutual Understanding and Cooperation (aka the Eisenhower-Rémon Treaty) 
which revised the original 1903 Treaty https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/63 

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/61
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/63
http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/VAP/Delesseps/dl42.htm
http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p09.htm
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/63


Battery Morgan in 1939 at Fort DeLessups, Colon, 
looking north-east – No.2 gun in the foreground 
and Hotel Washington in the background 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FORT RANDOLPH – this was established on Margarita and Galeta Islands, near Coco Solo, 

from 1911.  It was expanded in 1933 and again in 1940.  It included coastal artillery 

barracks, housing and other facilities72.  It included Batteries Tidball, Zalinsky, Webb and 

Weed – with a mix of 14-inch and 6-inch guns and 12-inch mortars, as well as 2 14-inch 

railway guns during both wars – all the guns being removed 1946-48.  In 1953, part of the 

area was transferred to the Navy.   

By the 1960s, Fort Randolph was unused except for military training exercises, and where 

the Fort Randolph Riding Club was located was used by the Canal Zone Horsemen's 

Association.  The site was transferred to Panama in 197973. 

 

 
72  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/63 
73  http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p11.htm  

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/63
http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p11.htm


 

Fort Randolph 

 

 

How the railway guns (and others) ended up – a piece of 
barrel of a scrapped 14-inch railway gun.  Person in photo and 
photographer unknown 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRANCE FIELD – the France Field Reservation was constructed in 1918, as “the first real air 

base in the Canal Zone”, on Manzanillo Bay, near Fort Randolph and Fort DeLessups, and 

was formally established and named by an Executive Order in 1920.   



From 1929, an airmail service was initiated by Pan-American Airways between France 

Field and Miami74.   

It was handed over to the Army by the US Air Force in 1957, then transferred to the Coco 

Solo Navy Reservation in 1964, later reverting to the Army and then, in 1979, to the 

Panamanian Government75. 

 

PAITILLA POINT MILITARY INSTALLATION – located north-east of Panama City and 

established by Executive Order in 192076. 

 

GATUN LAKE MILITARY RESERVATION – this included the islands of Zorra and Piedras, 

established by a Canal Zone Order signed by the Secretary of War in December 1946. 

 

CERRO TIGRE ORDNANCE DEPOT – located near Madden Dam in 1930 and an ammunition 

handling and storage support facility.   

 

CERRO PELADO AMMUNITION DEPOT MILITARY RESERVATION – established in 1938. 

 

CRISTOBAL – ship-repair facilities serving the Atlantic end of the Canal were at Cristobal, 

included a graving dock, marine railways and wharf.  It was equipped with fuel, diesel-oil, 

and gasoline pipelines to facilitate the transfer of liquid fuel to the Gatun tank farm77. 

 

RADIO STATIONS - the were 2 major US Navy radio stations, located at Gatun and 

Summit, which were considerably enlarged, and a third, known as the Farfan Radio 

Station, was installed at Balboa.  Gatun saw new steel towers; and a 2-storey reinforced-

concrete, bombproof transmitter and command post.  The work at Summit included a 

new bombproof transmitter and receiving building, and a 300-foot and an 800-foot tower. 

 
74  The pilot of the first flight was Charles Lindbergh, who had travelled along the route as part of a goodwill 
tour in 1928: https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/65 
75  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/65 
76  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/67 
77  https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html  

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/65
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/65
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/67
https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html


 

The view today from the 
Causeway, looking back from 
Flamenco island towards the 

modern Panama City78 

 

 

 

 

 

Map 

showing the port facilities constructed at Cristobal (left middle) in Limon Bay, which was part of the Canal 

Zone. Colon lies within the Republic of Panama (Canal Zone, 1947)79. 

 
78  https://www.revistapanorama.com/en/military-fortifications-of-the-isthmus-of-panama/ 
79  https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Map-showing-the-port-facilities-constructed-at-Cristobal-left-
middle-in-Limon-Bay_fig61_269204107   

https://www.revistapanorama.com/en/military-fortifications-of-the-isthmus-of-panama/
https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Map-showing-the-port-facilities-constructed-at-Cristobal-left-middle-in-Limon-Bay_fig61_269204107


A SUMMARY GUIDE TO CERTAIN PLACES IN PANAMA80 

 

Ancón A town adjacent to Panama City near the Pacific entrance to the Canal. It 

was the site of French and US hospitals and housing for workers during 

construction of the Canal. 

Aspinwall Town incorporated as the Atlantic terminal of the Panama Canal Railroad. 

Balboa  City at the Pacific entrance to the Canal that was home to the 

administrative headquarters of the Canal Zone and a US Navy base. From 

31 December 1999, Balboa has been a district of Panama City and 

headquarters of the Panama Canal Authority. 

Chagres River  A river in Panama that provides a water supply for the Canal locks. 

The US built 2 dams on the river, at Gatun to form Gatun Lake and 

the Madden Dam east of the Canal. 

Colón  City in Panama near the Atlantic entrance to the Canal. The city was named 

after Christopher Columbus. 

Cristóbal Port that is adjacent to the city of Colón on the Atlantic entrance to the 

Canal.  Both Cristóbal and Colón were named after Christopher Columbus. 

Culebra Cut  9-mile channel of the Panama Canal dug through the Continental 

Divide.  In 1915, President Wilson changed the name to Gaillard Cut 

in honour of David Gaillard, the engineer in charge of excavation 

who died before the Cut’s completion. 

Gaillard Cut See Culebra Cut. 

Gamboa Bridge Rail and road bridge across the Chagres River. 

Gatun Dam Earthen dam on the Chagres River that created Gatun Lake. The dam 

always provides hydroelectric power to operate the Canal locks. 

Gatun Lake  164 square mile reservoir created by the Gatun Dam.  Fresh 

water from the lake supplies the water necessary to operate the 

Canal locks and provides 32 miles of navigable waterway of the 48-

mile Canal. 
Gatun Locks  3-step lock system at the Atlantic entrance to the Canal.  The locks 

raise and lower ships between the ocean and Gatun Lake, which is 

85 feet above sea level. 

 
80  https://panama.lindahall.org/what-was-what/  

https://panama.lindahall.org/what-was-what/


During the war, the locks were surrounded by solid 26-feet 

corrugated metal steel fences and barrage balloons were anchored 

overhead. Buildings or part of buildings which might be fire hazards 

were torn down to prevent them from burning and lighting the 

locks. Lights were out by 2300, street lights were removed and cars 

drove with blacked-out headlights.  

Madden Dam  Completed in 1935, the Madden Dam forms Madden Lake, a reservoir 

that provides a back-up water supply for the Panama Canal. 

Miraflores Locks  2-step lock system at the Pacific entrance to the Panama Canal. The 

locks raise and lower ships between the ocean and Miraflores Lake, 

which is 54 feet above sea level. 

Panama City  Capital city of the Republic of Panama.  Located near the Pacific 

entrance to the Canal. 

Pedro Miguel Locks One-step lock system at the Pacific side of the Canal.  The 

lock raises and lower ships between Culebra Cut, which is 85 

feet above sea level, and Miraflores Lake at 54 feet above 

sea level. 

 
 A preserved Douglas B-10 Bolo bomber 
of the type used for patrol duties from 
the Canal Zone, The Caribbean Defence 
Command eventually acquired 122 B-
18A for anti-submarine patrol, they 
being upgraded in due course with 
radar and new low-altitude bombsights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The 16th Century Fort San Lorenzo on 

the Atlantic Coast also saw use once 

again in World War 2.  The US Army 

placed a 3-inch AA battery in it, to 

discourage U-boats using the Chagres 

River to attack dams linked to the 

Canal.  It is a World Heritage Site and a 

tourist attraction. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

New Gatun Locks for Third Set of Locks 
project.  Wet excavation, North 
approach.  View of channel at end of FY 
1941.  Drill Boat Terrier No. 2 and 
Dipper Dredge Paraiso in operation. 
(Special Engineering Division Photo) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Just leaving dock at Fort Sherman, the world's largest crane, 
Panama Canal floating crane Hercules.  200 ton lifting 

capacity81. 

 

Sometime after construction of the Canal was 

complete, 2 large steam-powered cranes arrived from 

Germany: being named “Ajax” and “Hercules”. These 

multipurpose cranes served to move heavy equipment 

and were also for ships repairs. After 35 years of 

service, the crane arm of “Ajax” was damaged and it 

was subsequently sold.  In 1966, “Hercules” received a 

new boiler, using diesel instead of charcoal and 

remained in use until the end of 1999, when was set 

aside by “Titan” (the former U-boat yard crane 

mentioned later) and became part of the reserve 

fleet.82 

 

 
81  http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/VAP/Sherman/fs55.htm 
82  https://www.laestrella.com.pa/nacional/140828/and-ajax-cranes-hercules 
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