
Annex 3 

A SUMMARY GUIDE TO CERTAIN PLACES IN PANAMA1 
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-

alphabetically/b/building-the-navys-bases/building-the-navys-bases-vol-2.html  

 

This map is similar to those attached to Annex A of the 1977 Treaty2, which was concerned with an 

agreement in implantation of Articles III (Canal Operation and Management) and IV (Protection and 

Defense) of the Treaty.  Known as “the Treaty map”, it shows – 

• the original Panama Canal Zone (in white); 

• the major US military installations and facilities (brown for Defence Sites; green for 

Military Areas of Coordination); and 

• the principal Panama Canal Commission (PCC) facilities (red for PCC housing areas; pink for 

Canal Operating Area), 

as defined in the Treaty. 

It shows what remained in US control after 1 October 1979, when the Canal Zone was 

abolished with the implementation of the Treaty 

 
1  https://panama.lindahall.org/what-was-what/  
2  https://2001-2009.state.gov/p/wha/rlnks/11936.htm  

https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/b/building-the-navys-bases/building-the-navys-bases-vol-2.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/b/building-the-navys-bases/building-the-navys-bases-vol-2.html
https://panama.lindahall.org/what-was-what/
https://2001-2009.state.gov/p/wha/rlnks/11936.htm


 

 

Aguadulce Army 
Airfield 

Aka Airdrome Aguadulce, a USAAF airfield established on 1 April 194, 
in Coclé Province, on the Pacific side, west of Panama City. 
The Brazilian Air Force contingent also trained here3.  USAAF units 
based there were – 
74th Bombardment Squadron – 8 November-11 December 1941 (B-18) 
                                                         13 February-1 May 1945 (B-24) 
59th Bombardment Squadron – 11 December 1941-19 February 1942 
29th Bombardment Squadron – 16 June 1942-29 March 1943 (B-18 and 
                                                         A-17) 
30th Fighter Squadron – 10 February 1943-25 January 1945 (P-40)                 
At the end of World War 2, it was reduced in scope, with only a 
skeleton staff. 
It closed on 1 March 1948, as the US military withdrew from bases in 
the Republic.  For several years, it was used as a civil airport, but was 
later closed, and abandoned, with the runway still visible but in poor 
condition, although in 2020 it was said to be still in use. 

 

 
30th Fighter Squadron P-40 and UC-78 at Aguadulce 

Albrook Field Close to Panama City (about 1 mile (1.5 km) west of the city centre) 
and Balboa. 

 
3  See Chapter 51. 



Construction was authorised by Congress in 1928, and $1.9 million was 
appropriated. Actual construction began in 1930 and most works were 
completed in 1932. It was commissioned as the Albrook Army 
Airfield in April 1932 as an active airfield. 
Due to limits on the expansion at Albrook Field, in 1938 it was 
recommended that a new airfield be created on Government-owned 
land4 at Bruja Point, 2½ miles (4 km) west of Balboa (this became 
Howard Field – see below). 
It became Albrook Air Force Base on 26 March1948.  In 1975 the 
facility was downgraded to Albrook Air Force Station when the control 
tower was closed and Air Force aircraft and units moved to Howard. 
Albrook ceased to be used as an airline terminal in 19495, and it closed 
as a USAF facility in 1997.   
It is now Albrook Marcos A Gelabert International Airport6 having 
taken over from the airport at Punta Paitilla in 1999. 
The Panama Air Depot (PAD) was adjacent to Albrook7. 
The airstrip and adjacent hangars and buildings were transferred to 
Panama in, 1979, along with the adjacent the PAD Area. 
The Army & Air Force Exchange Service (aka the PX) operated an 
"Albrook Mall" in various buildings at the airbase, that was one of the 
primary shopping areas available to US troops stationed there (not just 
USAF). 

 

 
Tokens used between 1930 when the NCO Club at Albrook Field was built, and 

1949 when it became Albrook Air Force Base8 

 
4  Part of it had been set aside for a naval radio station. 
5  https://www.czbrats.com/Articles/czp.htm  
6  Named in honour of Panamanian aviator Marcos A. Gelabert, whose contributions to Panamanian aviation 
included founding Panama's first airline and first school for training pilots. 
7  See Chapter 23. 
8  http://www.coins-of-panama.com/military/mt51-05.html  

https://www.czbrats.com/Articles/czp.htm
http://www.coins-of-panama.com/military/mt51-05.html


 

Albrook Airfield construction, 3 July 1940 
Almirante9 On the Caribbean coast and near the Costa Rican border in the west of 

Panama in Boca del Toro Province.   
There was a small refuelling base for PT Boats established here in 
Summer 1943  

 

 
Albrook airport in the 1940s 

  

 
9  Spanish for “Admiral”. 



 

Ancón A town and corregimiento10 adjacent to (and part) Panama City, and 
near the Pacific entrance to the Canal.  It was the site of French and US 
hospitals and housing for workers during construction of the Canal.  
This construction included the Gorgas Hospital. 
Dominated by Ancón Hill (see below), which includes Quarry Heights 
(see below). 

 
10  An administrative area, and the equivalent of suburb. 



 

 
Aerial photo of Gorgas Hospital in Ancón before World War 2 

Ancón Hill Cerro Ancón in Spanish, this is a 653-feet (199 meter) hill the is 
adjacent to the township of Ancón (see above), and in the highest 
point in Panama City – flying the largest Panamanian flag in the 
country. 
More than 3 million cubic yards of rock were extracted for the 
construction of the Canal, with administrative offices, hospitals and 
residences built in the excavated areas. 
Quarry Heights (see below) is on Ancón Hill. 
It remained under US jurisdiction as part of the Canal Zone until 
returned to Panama in 1977.  
Largely undeveloped, the area is now a nature reserve (since 2001).  

Anton Army Airfield An auxiliary USAAF airfield to Howard Field (see below), during the war 
it hosted – 
30th Fighter Squadron – 3 January-10 February 1943 (P-40) 
29th Bombardment Squadron – 29 March-13 May 1943 (A-17) 
Located in Coclé Province on the southern coast, near the Pacific 
entrance to the Canal and Panama City, it was close to Albrook Airfield 
and is adjacent to the current Corozal passenger terminal of the 
Panama Railroad. 

Arraijan Tank Farm This formed part of the Rodman Naval Station (see below). 
It is located on west side of the Canal, and was an underground bulk 
fuel storage installation, built in 1942 near Howard Field. 
See Chapter 39. 

Aspinwall The original name given by the US emigre community to Colón, being a 
city founded by the US in 1850 as the Atlantic terminal of the Panama 
Railroad.  It was always called Colón (in the Hispanic form of 
Columbus). 

Balboa11 Capital of the Canal Zone.  A town at the Pacific entrance to the Canal, 
it was home to the administrative headquarters of the Canal Zone, 

 
11  The town of Balboa included schools, post office, police and fire stations, commissary, cafeteria, movie 
theatre, service centre, bowling alley, and other recreational facilities and company stores, 2 private banks, 
a credit union, a Jewish Welfare Board, several Christian denomination churches, civic clubs (such as the Elks 



home to substantial docks and a US Navy base.  It was founded by the 
US during construction of the Canal. 
Around 1914, the earliest naval installation in the Canal Zone was 
established as the Balboa Naval Radio Station in land separated from 
Fort Amador for use by the US Navy.  The naval station was soon 
renamed the 15th Naval District and was subsequently expanded 
considerably12, and the Radio Station became US Navy 
Communications Station (NAVCOMMSTA) by World War 213.   
Since 31 December 1999, Balboa has been a district of Panama City 

and headquarters of the Panama Canal Authority, as well as having 
large docks and container port facility. 

 

 
Balboa and Albrook Field 

 

 
Balboa Yacht Club on the Causeway in the 1940s 

 
Club and the Knights of Columbus), a Masonic Lodge, a YMCA, several historic monuments, and a miniature 
Statue of Liberty donated by the Boy Scouts of America. 
12  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/37 
13  http://navy-radio.com/commsta/balboa.htm  

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/37
http://navy-radio.com/commsta/balboa.htm


Baltra Island Aka Isla Baltra (in Spanish) or South Seymour14; Site of USAAF base 
Seymour Island Airfield (or “Base Beta” – see below) on the Galapagos 
Islands (see below)15.  It is a small flat island located near the centre of 
the Galápagos Island. 
The first US personnel arrived on 9 April 1942. The US built a water 
pipeline from the highlands to Wreck Bay on San Cristobal Island and 
used barges to transport it to Baltra Island. 
By 30 September 1945, most personnel had been withdrawn and only 
a housekeeping staff remained. The military facility was deactivated 
on 30 April 1946, leaving a communications unit which deactivated on 
29 February 1948.  
During the war it was host to – 
52nd Fighter Squadron – 5 June-1 December 1942 (P-40) 
51st Fighter Squadron – 9 December 1942-4 March 1944 (P-40) 
3rd Bombardment Squadron – 4 May 1942-12 March 1943 (LB-30) 
29th Bombardment Squadron – 13 May 1943-10 April 1944; and 
                                                        29 April-October 1945 (B-24) 
45th Bombardment Squadron – 18 February-22 May 1943 (LB-30) 
74th Bombardment Squadron – 21 August 1944-13 February 1945  
                                                         (B-24) 
397th Bombardment Squadron – 7 April 1944-6 February 1945  
                                                         (B-24) 
Its airstrip is now one of 2 serving the Islands (until 1986 it was the 
only one). 

 
14  Being named after Lord Hugh Seymour, a 19th Century Royal navy admiral. 
15  https://guerrade1941.blogspot.com/p/base-beta-galapagos.html  

https://guerrade1941.blogspot.com/p/base-beta-galapagos.html


 

 
Baltra in the 1940s 

 

 Baltra Island 



Barranquilla16 The capital of the Atlántico Department of Colombia in the Caribbean 
coast region.  During the war it was home to a US Navy air base, and 
Navy blimps (in 1943-44); the US forces using Soledad Airport17.  
It served as a Navy base for patrols over the Caribbean shipping lanes 
leading to the Canal and to the Colombian oil ports.  
The airport was shared by Navy and Pan American Airways.  
The modernisation Soledad Airport had been financed by the US 
Navy18. 
A Navy refuelling unit for patrol aircraft was established at Soledad 
Airport in May 1943, Avianca (who owned the airport) having granted 
permission to use the landing field without charge and to erect 
necessary temporary buildings. 
The original naval base consisted of 15 wooden huts with canvas tops, 
used as barracks, dispensary, repair shop, ordnance shack, 
storehouses, and a water tank, all built by Avianca under contract. As 
strong trade winds repeatedly tore off canvas roofs, they were 
replaced with tile the following spring. 
In May 1944, the base was designated a naval auxiliary air facility and 
enlarged to care for patrol bombers and a blimp19.  It was thought that 
existing structures should be replaced by permanent ones, but that 
plan was abandoned and more temporary buildings were added to 
those already in use. 
Expansion was completed in October 1944.  However, the following 
month, patrol operations in the Atlantic were curtailed, and both 
landplane and blimp detachments were withdrawn. The base then 
continued on a maintenance status until its disestablishment in March 
1945. 

  

Base Beta The USAAF base on Galapagos Islands.  “Beta” was the codename for 
Baltra Island. 

Bruja Military 
Reservation 

Original name of Fort Kobbe (see below). 

Bruja Point Airfield The original name for what became Howard Field (see below). 

Calzada Larga  Later renamed Madden Army Airfield (see below) 
“Long causeway” is in the province of Panama, and was used 1942-44, 
including for the training of glider transport pilots20. 
Calzada Larga Airport remains as a small airfield near the town.  During 
the war it was used as the Calzada Army Airfield by the 29th Fighter 

 
16  https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/b/building-
the-navys-bases/building-the-navys-bases-vol-2.html  
17 In May 1943, a refuelling unit for Navy land-based patrol bombers was established at Barranquilla, 
Colombia, using the existing Soledad Airport, whose modernisation had previously been financed by the US 
Navy. 
18  This included asphalting turf runway and building a brick control tower. Avianca's facilities included 2 
hangars and a repair shop. 
19  Equipment being transferred in August 1943 from the blimp base at Mandinga in Panama. 
20  See Chapter 17. 

https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/b/building-the-navys-bases/building-the-navys-bases-vol-2.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/b/building-the-navys-bases/building-the-navys-bases-vol-2.html


Squadron from 17 May 1942 to 25 March 1944, including for flying 
anti-submarine patrols using A-24 dive-bombers. 

Camp Chiva In Panama Province.  It included a Canal Zone Police substation (which 
was turned over to the military police at the end of April 1944). 

Camp Colner Formerly Camp Randolph (see below).   

Camp Diablo See Diablo/Diablo Heights below. 

Camp Elliott See Camp Gaillard 

Camp Empire A former Canal construction-era community at Balboa, it and Culebra 
were taken over by the Army in November 1914.   
It was used for internment of enemy aliens during World War 2. 

Camp Gaillard This was established as one of the original US Marine bases in 1904, 
but was no longer in Army use as an active base by World War 2.   
As Camp Elliott it was near the town of Culebra on the west bank of 
the Canal.  Culebra (like Empire) was handed over to the Army, after 
completion of Canal construction work, in March 191521 and its land 
and buildings incorporated into Camp Elliott.   
Camp Elliott was renamed Camp Gaillard22 but then deactivated in 
1927 and the land used as an artillery range called Empire Range23 (see 
below). 

Camp Gatun The original name for Fort Davis (see below). 

Camp Otis This was another former US Marines base, located east of Camp 
Elliott/Camp Gaillard and established in 1904, but later deactivated in 
191724. 

Camp Paraiso See Paraiso 

Camp Pelado 
Ammunition Depot 
Military Reservation 

Aka Cerro Pelado Ammunition Depot; established in 1938 and of 278.6 
acres (112.7 hectares) as an ammunition depot for the Canal Zone. 
Cerro Pelado is a steep hill in Gamboa.  It now belongs in part to the 
Technological University of Panama (UTP), the Smithsonian Tropical 
Research Institute (STRI) and the Panama Canal Authority (ACP).  

Camp Randolph This area in Colón Province was originally known as Camp Randolph.  It 
acquired a new name in 1942 from Lieutenant Commander Richard T 
Colner of the US Navy Corps of Engineers.  The name change resulted 
from the fact that the offices of the Construction Engineering District 
of Panama occupied the site Colner had died in 1933 when 
Department engineer in the Canal Zone.   
By 1935, the Navy had transferred the site to the Canal Zone 
authorities and it became the second suburb of Silver City. 
The population of Silver City (never an official name) was boosted in 
1940 by people relocating after the serious fire in Colón in 1940. 
After the transfer, the original Army buildings were replaced by 
“experimental housing” designed for Silver Roll workers.  In the 1950s, 

 
21  It was the policy of the government of the Canal Zone to hand over to the Army buildings and properties 
not required once the construction era was over: 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/59 
22  In honour of Colonel Gaillard, who had been responsible for construction of the Culebra Cut. 
23  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/61 
24  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/61 

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/59
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/61
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/61


the painting of the buildings in a variety of colours led to it being 
dubbed “Rainbow City”.  In 1952, the Silver Roll residents were 
surveyed and the name Rainbow City became officially adopted.  It 
went on to become one of the first parts of the Canal Zone to revert 
to the Republic following the 1977 Treaties and, after 1979, it changed 
name once more, to the Spanish equivalent – Arco Iris25. 

Camp Rousseau26 During the early 1940s a hospital facility was built at Camp Rousseau, 
adjacent to the Canal, on a 77-acre (31 hectare) site and between 
Rodman Naval Station and the town of Cocoli.   
Unlike the 2 other hospitals built at the same time, this was a 
temporary construction. 
Declared surplus after the war, it was converted into 72 housing units 
in 1947-4827, with what had been wards converted into apartments.  
The Civil Aviation Administration (later the FAA) took over the site in 
the 1950s.  The housing was demolished in 1962, with the entire 
population moved to the new town of Cardenas.   
In 1979-99, it was used by the Army, with the Navy’s permission, as a 
storage and staging area for exercises, and was finally handed over to 
Panama in 1999. 

 

 
Cerro Ancón See Ancón Hill 

Cerro Luisa Hill on east bank of Canal, overlooking the town of Pedro Miguel.  The 
“Killer Curtain” was suspended between here and Cerro Paraiso 

Cerro Paraiso Aka Paraiso Hill; on the west bank of Canal.  The “Killer Curtain” was 
suspended between here and Cerro Paraiso near Pedro Miguel Locks.28 

 
25  https://www.elistmopty.com/2017/10/una-historia-bien-interesante-de-los.html  
26  It was named for Rear Admiral Henry H Rousseau, a member of the Isthmian Canal Commission.  He had 
been responsible for the design and construction of all terminals, wharves, coaling stations, dry docks, 
machine shops and a warehouse associated with the construction of the Canal. 
27  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/63 
28  See Chapter 6. 

https://www.elistmopty.com/2017/10/una-historia-bien-interesante-de-los.html
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/63


An inclined railway was built to allow the engineers to build an 
anti-aircraft weapon position on the top of the hill, as this was 
considered a strategic position. 
In 2007, the hill was levelled as part of the Canal expansion project. 

Cerro Pelado 
Ammunition Depot 
Military Reservation 

See Camp Pelado Ammunition Depot Military Reservation. 

Cerro Tigre Ordnance 
Depot 

Located near Madden Dam in 1930 and an ammunition handling and 
storage support facility.   

Chagres River A river that provides a water supply for the Canal locks. The US built 2 
dams on the river, at Gatun to form Gatun Lake and the Madden Dam 
east of the Canal. 

Chame Airfield aka Chame Airdrome or Chame Airfield #1.  It is located in the Chame 
District in Panama Oeste, 2.5 miles (4 km) inland from Panama Bay, in 
the province of Panama Oeste; 42 miles (67 km) from Panama City.  It 
was used as an auxiliary airfield of Howard Field 1942-45; and was 
home to the 14th Fighter Squadron (January-November 1942) and 28th 
Fighter Squadron (from November 1942 - September 1945). 
The 1,200-feet (366 meters) runway is extant and is in use, as of 2021.  
Also in 2021, the “airport”, with the hangar converted into a residence 
was being advertised for sale as a “pilot’s paradise”29 

 
Chiva Chiva Used as a training area, and located on the Pacific side of the country, 

near Fort Clayton. 
Postwar it became the Chiva Chiva Antenna Farm, with towers and 
facilities of the Foreign Broadcast Information Service (FBIS)30 on the 
Pacific side of the Chiva Chiva Training Area. 

Chorrera This airfield was about 40 miles (64 km) from Balboa and on the 
southern side of the Canal, and consisted of an emergency fighter 
airfield with hard runways.  It was a sub-base for Albrook Field, being 
used for dispersal and overflow.  The USAAF units assigned to it were – 

 
29  https://regionpanama.com/estate_property/chame-airport-home-with-hangar-id-cc-10-cha4/  
30  FBIS was an open-source intelligence component of the CIA Directorate of Science and Technology. It 
monitored, translated, and disseminated within the US Government openly available news and information 
from media sources outside the US.  It began in 1941, under the FCC, as the Foreign Broadcast Monitoring 
Service, with a role of providing translations of radio broadcasts from selected foreign countries.  It 
transferred to the Army at the end of the war, and to the new CIA in 1947: 
https://guides.lib.uw.edu/research/govpubs-quick-links/FBIS  

https://regionpanama.com/estate_property/chame-airport-home-with-hangar-id-cc-10-cha4/
https://guides.lib.uw.edu/research/govpubs-quick-links/FBIS


30th Fighter Squadron – 24 November 1941-3 January 1943 (P-40) 
31st Fighter Squadron – 9-23 December 1941; and 3 Febriary-19 May 
                                           1942 (P-40); 
24th Fighter Squadron – March-September 1942; and 10 January-28  
                                           May 1943 (P-39); 
28th Fighter Squadron – 26 March-2 May 1942 (P-40); 
15th Fighter Squadron – 2 January-10 November 1942 (P-39); 
53rd Fighter Squadron – 7 January-8 June 1943 (P-40); 
43rd Fighter Squadron – 6 April-29 August 1944 (P-39). 
It was occupied for a short time in 1944 by the Navy, who set up 2 
portable stick masts, together with special helium equipment to 
service blimps.   
The station was officially disestablished in November 194531. 
There is now a sizeable city of Chorrera (or La Chorrera), which is the 
capital of Panama Oeste Province. 

 
Clipperton Island Aka Île de Clipperton or Île de la Passion; an uninhabited rock, a coral 

atoll 2,000 miles (3,219 km) to the north-west of Panama, and 670 
miles (1,078 km) south-west from Acapulco and which was French 
territory32.  It was only in late 1944 that the US installed a weather 
station on the island33 .   
It was to figure in postwar planning considerations of the US and, in 
1944, a report by Admiral Byrd concluded that the US would require a 
large island base in the South Pacific (not necessarily Clipperton) to 
defend the Panama Canal.  This island base would perform the same 
function for South America that Hawaii did for North America.  
Roosevelt stated that the island’s fate was “of significance to the 
United States because of the strategic location with respect to the 
Panama Canal”, but then, less than 2 weeks earlier, he had revealed 
another and probably the most important reason for his interest in the 
island in a conversation with the US American ambassador to Mexico.  
Roosevelt told the diplomat that he wanted the island put under 
Mexican sovereignty rather than returned to French control following 
the war (this naturally annoyed the French). The Ambassador said that 
the President believed that after the change in ownership, appropriate 

 
31  https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html  
32  The French ownership was only finally confirmed by arbitration in 1931. The island was abandoned by the 
end of World War 2 after being briefly occupied by US forces 1944-45. On 4 December 1944, the patrol 
yacht Argus II, left San Francisco and reached the island in January 1945 to establish a weather station there.  
Later on, 2 US supply ships went aground on the island.  By establishing a weather station the US both 
prevented its use by the Japanese, and were better able to monitor incoming Pacific storms. 
33  On 12 April 1942, a cruiser, USS Houston, was sent to for signs of enemy activity, finding none. 

https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html


arrangements should be made so that the US, the British, and others 
could use Clipperton as a base for commercial air operations because 
“of its real importance in connection with certain air routes”.  While 
the President and the military may have spoken about the possible 
threat posed to the Panama Canal, it is more likely that Roosevelt’s 
most pressing concern was stopping the development of a flanking 
commercial air route south of the US by the British.34 

Cocoli One of 3 new towns built by the Canal’s Building Division, alongside 
the expansion of existing ones in the expansion programme launched 
in the lead up to war.35 
Originally authorised in support of the planned Third Locks Project, as 
increased housing was expected as a consequence.  It was to consist of 
Cocoli Gold (for US citizens) and Cocoli Silver (for non-US citizens).  It 
was acquired from the Panama Canal Company by the US Navy in 
1951, and transferred to the US Army (with its greater housing 
requirements) in 196536. 

Cocoli Housing 
Community 

See above 

Coco Solo See Chapter 13 on Coco Solo 
The airfield at Coco Solo Station was established in July 1917 and 
commissioned as Naval Air Station Coco Solo on 6 May 1918, for patrol 
operations by seaplane and lighter-than-air (LTA - airship or blimp). 
The Coco Solo site was placed in reserve in 1922, and the US Naval 
Radio Station (NAVRADSTA) (R) disestablished and closed on 12 
February 1923. Coco Solo was reactivated as a Fleet Air Base on 1 July 
1931. NAS Coco Solo was re-established on September 30, 1939. 
Following active use during World War 2, operations ceased on 15 
February 1950 and final disestablishment came on 1 July 1950. 
During World War 2, Coco Solo also served as a Naval Aviation Facility 
housing a squadron of USAAF P-38 Lightning fighters. Naval Station 
Coco Solo was established on 27 May, 1943. 
The Coco Solo submarine base established in 1918 and later expanded 
to become a Naval Station, adding the Naval Air Station in 1920, and 
the Naval Magazine in 1937.37  

 
34  Circling the Earth: United States Plans for a Postwar Overseas Military Base System, 1942–1948 by Elliott 
V Converse III (Air University Press, Maxwell AFB, Alabama) August 2008: 
https://media.defense.gov/2017/Mar/31/2001725262/-1/-1/0/B_0097_CONVERSE_CIRCLING_EARTH.PDF  
35  See the footnote for Diablo below. 
36  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/49 
37  https://www.navycthistory.com/NSGStationsHistory.txt  

https://media.defense.gov/2017/Mar/31/2001725262/-1/-1/0/B_0097_CONVERSE_CIRCLING_EARTH.PDF
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/49
https://www.navycthistory.com/NSGStationsHistory.txt


 

 
Coco Solo in 1941 

Colón The Spanish form of “Columbus”, and also originally known as 
Aspinwall to the US émigré population after it was founded in 1889 as 
the Atlantic end of the Panama Railroad. 
In 1940, a massive fire destroyed a third of the city38. 
The US Navy was present on the Atlantic side of Panama from 1913, 
when the First Division of the US Navy submarine flotilla (consisting 5 
C-type submarines) arrived in Colón Harbor from Guantanamo, Cuba.39 

 

Colón in 1930 
Corinto Corinto is on the Pacific coast of Nicaragua, and is now the country’s 

most important port.  Corinto Bay is sheltered. 
The US Navy flying-boat base at the Gulf of Fonseca (see below) 
moved to the more sheltered Corinto in 1943.  Used by flying-boats 
and PT boats, it closed in 1946. 

Corozal A sub-installation of Fort Clayton (see below), and had been used as a 
settlement by the Isthmian Canal Commission (and original developed 
for the railroad) until turned over to the Army as construction of the 
Canal was completed.  It was divided into West Corozal and East 
Corozal. 

 

 
38  A routine threat in Colón, it seemed.  Much of it was destroyed in the Colombian Civil War in 1885, and it 
suffered another massive fire in 1915.  The 1940 fire became known as The Great Colón Fire.  There is a 
monument dedicated to firefighters, dating from 1928. 
39  https://www.navycthistory.com/NSGStationsHistory.txt  

https://www.navycthistory.com/NSGStationsHistory.txt


 

Military movie theatre in 1940s Corozal 

Corozal American 
Cemetery40 

Corozal American Cemetery is managed by American Battle 
Monuments Commission.  The Cemetery and Memorial comprises the 
17 acres (6.9 hectares) that was the “Gold Roll” section of the 
cemetery traditionally reserved for white US citizens.  Buried at the 
Cemetery are US servicemen who served during the Mexican – 
American War, the Civil War, World War 1, World War 2 and other 
major conflicts. It is in the city of Corozal, about 3 miles (4.8 km) from 
Panama City.41 
Adjacent is the former “Silver Roll” employees’ cemetery, much larger. 

Cristóbal A Port that is adjacent to the city of Colón on the Atlantic entrance to 
the Canal.  Both Cristóbal and Colón were named after Christopher 
Columbus.  The original, Old Cristóbal, was first built by the Panama 
Railroad Company in the 1850s, as its headquarters and port of arrival 
for railway travellers, and expanded in the 1880s. It was also the port 
of entry for construction equipment and materials for Canal 
construction, most Canal workers, and supplies and provisions for 
them and their dependents. 
Its assets included ship-repair facilities serving the Atlantic end of the 
Canal were at Cristobal, including a graving dock, marine railways and 
wharf.  It was equipped with fuel, diesel-oil, and gasoline pipelines to 
facilitate the transfer of liquid fuel to the Gatun tank farm42. 
The YMCA, which held dances for US servicemen, was in Cristobal 
(there was also another in Balboa), and was located in the Canal Zone, 

 
40  http://www.interment.net/data/panama/panama/corozal-american-cemetery/records-h-j.htm  
41  http://www.interment.net/data/panama/panama/corozal-american-
cemetery/Corozal_Brochure_Mar2018.pdf  
42  https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html  

http://www.interment.net/data/panama/panama/corozal-american-cemetery/records-h-j.htm
http://www.interment.net/data/panama/panama/corozal-american-cemetery/Corozal_Brochure_Mar2018.pdf
http://www.interment.net/data/panama/panama/corozal-american-cemetery/Corozal_Brochure_Mar2018.pdf
https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html


Colón was under Panama control and the dividing line ran down the 
middle of the street in front of the YMCA43.  
Cristóbal is now part of the city of Colón, but it is also the name of the 
district which encompasses the Atlantic Side portions of the former 
Canal Zone. 
See the map below 

 

 
The Royal Mail Lines building in the heart of Cristobal's "Steamship Row." 

 

 

Cristobal Clubhouse in 194844 

 
43  http://www.geocities.ws/goliverjones/page12.htm  
44  http://www.zonianlady.com/canalzonememories.html  
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Map showing the port facilities constructed at Cristobal (left middle) in Limon Bay, which was part of the 
Canal Zone. Colon lies within the Republic of Panama (Canal Zone, 1947)45. 

 

Culebra Cut A 9-mile (14.5 km) channel of the Panama Canal dug through the 
Continental Divide.  In 1915, President Wilson changed the name to 
Gaillard Cut in honour of David Gaillard, the engineer in charge of 
excavation who died before the Cut’s completion; and it was called this 
from 1915 to 2000.  After the Canal handover to Panama in 1999, the 
name was changed back to Culebra (Corte Culebra in Spanish). 

Culebra Island Another island in the chain linked as part of Fort Amador in Panama Bay.  
This was where one of the 14-inch (355 mm) railway guns could be used 
and, when in use was designated Battery No.8. 
The railway line ran back along the Causeway, behind the Fort Amador 
barracks and along the shore by the Canal Zone College to the docks area 
at Balboa, where it connected to the Panama Railroad.46 

Curundu Curundu Military Reservation was established in 1919 (though not 
officially named until 1934, and originally its name was spelled 
“Corundu”).   
It originally encompassed Fort Clayton and Albrook Field, as well as the 
Panama Ordnance Depot – all of which later separated.  Camp Paraiso 
was a sub-post and located near the town of Pedro Miguel47.   
Most of Curundu reverted to Panamanian control in 1982. 

 
45  https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Map-showing-the-port-facilities-constructed-at-Cristobal-left-
middle-in-Limon-Bay_fig61_269204107   
46  https://si.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=e65d5058a32a4b939965915b61aab678  
47  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/39 

https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Map-showing-the-port-facilities-constructed-at-Cristobal-left-middle-in-Limon-Bay_fig61_269204107
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Curundu in 1947 - "The shopping center of our town.  Left is the commissary, 
right is restaurant, soda fountain and sort of general PX.  Left foreground, not 

shown is stone post office line stone pillars of commissary.  Building from which 
picture was taken is theater.  Busses are available, on per hour for an 8- minute 
ride to the other side of base.  Busses about every 5 minutes to Tivoli, just this 

side of Panama City"48 
Curundu Project Original name for the Panama Air Depot49.  The site was initially 

developed by the Panama Canal Commission as an industrial area, with 
motor car repair workshops and a garage, the district quartermaster 
stores, construction quartermaster workshops, municipal division 
workshops and storage facilities. 

David Army Airfield aka San Jose Field or David Field; another auxiliary of Howard Field but 
located in the far east of Panama, near the city of David Sur in Chiriqui 
Province near the Costa Rican border, and built by the US under the 1942 
agreement for bases outside the Canal Zone, with bomber units based 
there until 1945.  The original runway (surfaced with sod) was later 
replaced by a new, asphalt one.  USAAF units based there were – 
397th Bombardment Squadron – 11 December 1941-18 August  
                                                           1942 (B-18 and B-17) 
7th Reconnaissance Squadron – 11 December 1941 - ? (B-17, B-24) 
40th Bombardment Squadron – 13 November 1942-18 February  
                                                              1943 (LB-30, B-24A) 
3rd Bombardment Squadron – 12 March-1 April 1943; 11 June 1943-April 
                                                      1944; 8 December 1944-28 October 1945 
                                                       (B-17) 
One accident recorded here, on 13 July 1943, saw 12 airmen die when 
their B-17 stalled and crashed on approach.50 
The airfield continues in use for civilian flights as Enrique Malek 
International Airport. 

 
48  http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/Photos/photoof340.htm  
49  See Chapter 23. 
50  https://pacificwrecks.com/airfields/panama/david/index.html  
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Diablo/Diablo 
Heights 

Built up after 1939, Diablo Heights was one of 3 new towns built by the 
Canal’s Building Division, alongside the expansion of existing ones in the 
expansion programme launched in the lead up to war, for workers 
involved in the expansion.51  It was close to Albrook Field.  
The area included a part known as Diablo Fill, where spoil from the Canal 
excavations was sometimes dumped. 
Originally referred to as Camp Diablo, Diablo Heights was chosen in 1939 
as the headquarters for the Special Engineering Division and associated 
accommodation.  It continued its organic growth, and was officially 
named Diablo Heights in 1940. 
What is now called Diablo is now on part of the sprawl of Panama City. 

 

 
The old 12-family apartment blocks built in the expansion programme, as seen in 

the early 1950s. 

El Morro Island A small island off Taboga (see below), which during World War 2 played 
host to a unit of PT boats. 

 
51  Almost half the new building in the pre-/early war expansion that the Cana’s Building Division provided 
was for housing of American and “alien” employees, with new towns at Diablo, Margarita and Cocoli; and 
the expansion of existing ones at Balboa, Pedro Miguel, Gamboa, Gatun and Old Cristobal.  About 375 new 
houses were built, ranging from single-family homes to 12-family apartment blocks, with over 100 of the 
latter built in the first 18 months.  5 large mess halls were also built tor the imported workers to use. The 
Panama Canal in World War II by James G Steese (The Military Engineer, Vol.40 No 267, January 1948), Society of 
American Military Engineers: https://www.jstor.org/stable/44516081 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/44516081


 

El Morro 

Empire Aka Camp at Empire; township near Balboa used by the French and US 
construction periods, then abandoned but taken over by USMC, passing 
to the Army in November 1914. 
During World War 2, the internment camp for Axis nationals was 
established there. 

Empire Range Camp Elliott had been renamed Camp Gaillard52 (see above) but then 
deactivated in 1927 and the land used as an artillery range called Empire 
Range53.  Later, part of the range became a protected nature reserve. 

Farfan Housing 
Community 

In 1947-48, family housing was built on the Farfan Radio Station site (see 
below), becoming an annex to Naval Station Rodman54. 

Farfan Radio 
Station 

The Farfan Radio Station was an entirely new Navy development, located 
on an 860-acre reservation south of the Balboa operating base, and 
included 5 steel towers, 2-story bombproof operations building, and 
housing facilities55.  It joined the 2 pre-existing radio stations at Gatun 
and Summit.  It also housed high-frequency direction-finding equipment 
(and a staff of 15) in 1940.56 
Postwar family housing was built on the site as the Farfan Housing 
Community (see above). 
What was called the Farfan Receiver Station was part of the Rodman 
Naval Station (see below). 

Flamenco Island See Fort Amador/Fort Grant. 
On the summit of the most seaward of the island to make up the 
Causeway in Panama Bay, was Battery Warren with 2 x 14-inch (355 mm) 
guns on “disappearing carriages”.  These could cover the entire seaward 
approach to the Canal, except for a small dead space behind the island of 
Taboga.  The guns were last fired in December 1944, and removed and 
scrapped in 1948. 

 
52  In honour of Colonel Gaillard, who had been responsible for construction of the Culebra Cut. 
53  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/61 
54  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/47 
55  https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html  
56  https://www.nsa.gov/portals/75/documents/news-features/declassified-documents/cryptologic-
histories/german_clandestine_activities.pdf  

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/61
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/47
https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html
https://www.nsa.gov/portals/75/documents/news-features/declassified-documents/cryptologic-histories/german_clandestine_activities.pdf
https://www.nsa.gov/portals/75/documents/news-features/declassified-documents/cryptologic-histories/german_clandestine_activities.pdf


There were also 3 mortar batteries on the landward side of the island, 
each with 3 x 12-inch (305 mm) mortars – all were scrapped in 1943. 
In more modern times, during the US presence, the site was used for 
HAWK MIM-23 surface-to-air missiles, with much of the underground 
facilities being used for the missile battery. 
Postwar, it was used as a prison until 1989, then being handed over to 
the Panamanian national maritime service – this later moving to the 
former Rodman depot in 1999.   

Folk River Inner part of Manzanillo Bay, Colón. 

Fort Amador/Fort 
Grant57 

Amongst the first permanent Canal fortifications, they consisted of the 
causeway breakwater and connected islands in Panama Bay, and 
offshore islands San Jose, Panamarca, Changarmi, Tortolita, Torola, 
Coroviceta, Cocovi, Venado, and the largest, Taboga58.   
Fort Grant consisted of the islands of Naos, Culebra, Perico and 
Flamenco.  These islands, especially Flamenco, were the most heavily 
fortified place in the world during the 2 world wars. 
During the construction of the Canal, notably the Culebra Cut, waste 
material was dumped in a mangrove bush then known as the "Balboa 
dump". As the work progressed, the dump was backfilled to create a 
large breakwater, which was later extended to the nearest of the 
offshore islands, Naos. This work was completed in 1912, and the military 
reservations were given their official names that year.  
On each of 4 connected islands (Naos, Culebra, Perico and Flamenco59) of 
Fort Grant there were gun batteries, guarding the Pacific entrance to the 
Canal but all were dismounted and dismantled 1943-48.   
A railroad line, which had been installed to aid in the construction of the 
breakwater, remained in place and was used to transport ammunition to 
supply the guns located on the islands’ defensive sites60. 
Fort Amador was begun around 190861 and completed in 191462 63.  The 
Army sector of Amador served as headquarters for the Coast Artillery 

 
57  Fort Amador is named for the first President of Panama, Manuel Amador Guerrero; while Fort Grant was 
named to commemorate Grant's earlier crossing to that point. On 5 July 5 1852, (then) Captain Ulysses 
Grant, in command of a company of the 4th Regiment of Infantry, left Fort Columbus, New York, for his new 
duty station at San Francisco.  Their route took the regiment by sea to the Atlantic coast city of Colón, where 
they disembarked and crossed the Isthmus to Panama City.  There, a ship waited to carry the troops on the 
final leg of their journey to San Francisco. 
58  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/35 
59  Originally known as “the Fortified Islands”. 
60  https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/11/19/defense-of-panama-canal-batteries-and-accommodation/ 
61  Before construction of the batteries at Flamenco (or “Deadman’s”) Island could begin, 2 cemeteries 
located there were moved in August 1911 to Ancon Cemetery near Ancon Hospital.  Many of those buried 
there were “soldiers who had died of tropical diseases while making the hazardous crossing of Panama en 
route to posts in California”: https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/11/19/defense-of-panama-canal-
batteries-and-accommodation/  
62  Transferring to Fort Clayton when parts of Fort Amador and the causeway islands were handed to 
Panama in 1979. 
63  Transferring to Fort Clayton when parts of Fort Amador and the causeway islands were handed to 
Panama in 1979. 

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/35
https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/11/19/defense-of-panama-canal-batteries-and-accommodation/
https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/11/19/defense-of-panama-canal-batteries-and-accommodation/
https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/11/19/defense-of-panama-canal-batteries-and-accommodation/


District 1919-47, and as the senior Army command in Panama from 1947-
79.  
Although the coastal artillery guns were fired on a regular basis, between 
1929 and 1939 “shortages of funds and personnel resulted in many of 
the big seacoast guns being placed in caretaker status… In the years 
immediately preceding the US entry into World War 2 all guns were 
rehabilitated, tested, and placed in service status”.64 
The original gun batteries remained in service until 1943, when the guns 
were removed, and the structures buried. The area was then used for 
housing. A 90 mm Anti-Motor Torpedo Boat (AMTB) Battery replaced 
them in 1942; it, too, was disarmed and buried in 1948. 
The Navy sector of Amador served as US Navy headquarters 1918-93, 
with the 15th Naval District Headquarters (disestablished 1976).  Part of 
Fort Amador was transferred to the Panamanian Government in 1979, 
together with the islands that comprised Fort Grant, and the rest 
(including the Navy sector) in 199665.  
Naos was used by the Panamanian military until 1989 (the time of the US 
invasion, Operation Just Cause).  Flamenco Island was used as a prison 
until 1989, and subsequently 

 

 

 
64  https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/11/19/defense-of-panama-canal-batteries-and-accommodation/ 
65  http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p01.htm  
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Aerial view of Fort Amador in 1938 (Historic American Buildings Survey (Library 
of Congress)66 

 Having decided to fortify the Panama Canal with defence sites, a Joint 
Army-Navy Panama Canal Fortification Board was established by the 
Secretary of War on 10 October 10 1909.  This Fortification Board, 
members of which included Brigadier General Arthur Murray, Chief of 
Coast Artillery, and Major William G. Haan, Coast Artillery (and for whom 
Batteries Murray and Haan at Fort Kobbe were named), presented its 
findings and recommendations to the Secretary of War on 22 April 
1910.   A second committee, which included Major-General Leonard 
Wood (Chief of Staff), Brigadier-General Bixby (Chief of Engineers), and 
Brigadier-General E.M. Weaver (Chief of Coast Artillery), testified before 
the House Committee on Appropriations in January 1913. 
One of the areas specifically recommended by the Board as a defence 
site was "the filled area in Panama Bay, known as the Balboa Dump" 
along with the adjacent group of islands in the Bay of Panama.  The 
Board went on to recommend the construction of a causeway connecting 
the offshore islands of Naos, Perico and Flamenco back to Fort Amador, 
which itself rose out of the coastal tidal flats, and "where quarters for 8 
companies of Coast Artillery (872 men) were to be constructed”. 
Executive Order 4047, dated 8 July 1924, formally established the 
boundaries of the forts, which initially included about 70 acres (28.3 
hectares), with later expansions resulting in a total area of about 344.78 
acres (139.5 hectares). 
Before the construction of the batteries at Flamenco (or "Deadman's") 
Island could begin, 2 cemeteries located there were moved in August of 
1911 to Ancon Cemetery near Ancon Hospital.   Many of those buried 
there were "soldiers who had died of tropical diseases while making the 
hazardous crossing of Panama en route to posts in California”. 

 
66  https://www.loc.gov/resource/hhh.cz0027.photos/?sp=2  

https://www.loc.gov/resource/hhh.cz0027.photos/?sp=2


Fort Amador's primary function was to provide housing for the Coast 
Artillery units to manning the fortifications at Fort Grant.  Its construction 
falls into 3 approximate eras:  the post-Canal construction era (1912 - 
1937), the World War 2 Era (1938 - 1946) and the contemporary era 
(1946 to the present). 
Service facilities at Fort Amador and Fort Grant included a commissary, a 
post exchange, a gymnasium and a theatre.  Schools and medical clinics 
were available within a few miles.    
The Non-commissioned Officers' Club, constructed in 1934, was 
demolished after being turned over to the Republic of Panama in 1979.  
In 1936, Fort Amador's 18-hole golf course was laid out and a Club House 
was constructed.  Constructed in 1932, the Post Theater included a stage 
and a projection booth on the second floor.  Casa Caribe, the six-unit 
Distinguished Visitors' Quarters, was constructed in 1939.  Typical of the 
World War 2 era, the 2-storey, raised structure is of wood-frame 
construction.  The Fort Amador Officers' Club was constructed in 1941 as 
a bowling alley.  A baseball field was laid out on the Parade Ground at 
Fort Amador.   
World War 2 era construction was in reaction to the anticipated increase 
in the number of troops required for Canal defence.  Typically 
constructed with wood framing, these structures were intended to last 
only a few decades.  With a few exceptions, emphasis was placed on 
function rather than aesthetics. 
Fort Grant originally included the Causeway, the connected islands of 
Naos, Culebra, Perico and Flamenco, and several islands in the Bay of 
Panama.  In addition to the defence batteries located on the islands, 
several support facilities were constructed. 
The Fort Amador Beach Club, located on the causeway, "was a favourite 
eating place for high school kids who wolfed their burgers ('the best 
hamburgers in town'), then went for a walk on the beach before 
returning to class”.67 

Fort Clayton68 This large facility opened in 192269 and was located directly across from 
the Miraflores Locks on in-filled land called the “Miraflores dumps”.  
During World War 2, it served as headquarters for the Panama Mobile 
Force 1941-46 and the Security Command.   
Postwar, it became headquarters for Southern Command70.  Fort Clayton 
was among the very last properties to be transferred to the Republic of 

 
67  A History of Fort Amador and Fort Grant, researched and compiled by Suzanne P. Johnson (US Army 

South). A Legacy Resource Management Program demonstration project, was prepared for United States 
Army South (USARSO) through the Directorate of Engineering and Housing, United States Army Garrison-
Panama, by Graves+Klein, Architects, Engineers of Pensacola, Florida.   The purpose of the project was to 
document the available records and provide a brief history of Fort Amador and Fort Grant: 
http://gozonian.org/2006data/2006hist/FortAmadorHistory.htm 
68  Named in honour of Colonel Bertram T Clayton of the Quartermaster Corps, US Army, who was killed in 
action in France in 1918. 
69  Being named after a Colonel Bertram T Clayton, killed in action in France in 1918. 
70  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/37 

http://gozonian.org/2006data/2006hist/FortAmadorHistory.htm
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/37


Panama71, having taken over as the senior Army command headquarters 
in 197972.   
It was turned over to Panama in 1999. 
The area is now the City of Knowledge (Ciudad del Saber) business and 
technology park73. 

 

 
Fort Clayton 

 

 
Programme cover for official closure of Fort Clayton in 1999 

Fort Davis Originally known as Camp Gatun (and more properly as Fort William D 
Davis), this was located on Gatun Lake, near the Gatun Locks at the 
Atlantic entrance to the Canal, and was officially established in December 

 
71  https://erdc-library.erdc.dren.mil/jspui/handle/11681/15170  
72  http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p01.htm  
73  https://www.northamericanforts.com/East/cz.html  
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191974.  It was further enlarged in 1939, and improved during the war for 
the increased numbers of personnel stationed there75.  It served as 
headquarters for the 14th Infantry Regiment 1920-5676; the Panama 
Atlantic General Depot 1939-46; and Panama Mobile Force and Security 
Command 1941-46.77. 
As Camp Gatun, it and was established in 1919 as a military reservation 
for the defence of the Atlantic side of the Panama Canal.  The reservation 
was named in honour of Colonel William D Davis, of the 361st Infantry 
Regiment.  The initial construction programme began in 1920 and 
provision were made for quarters and barracks for one regiment of 
infantry.  During several decades, it provided the army with a training 
area for jungle warfare courses and special forces training.  It had 4,075 
acres (1,649 hectares) and the entire complex included 427 buildings by 
1995.  
Fort Davis was transferred to Panama on September 1995.   
Panama renamed the location the Jose Dominador Bazan residential 
area, used for civilian housing, education and production facilities. 

 

 
Post Chapel at Fort Davis in mid-1930s 

Fort DeLessups This was a small installation adjacent to the Hotel Washington in the city 
of Colón and named in 1911 in honour of Ferdinand de Lessups, on 
property acquired by the Army from the Panama Railroad, although 
jurisdiction was never officially ceded to the US.   
It became home to a Coast Artillery post, including a gun battery (with 
guns that were not fired after 1942, until 1944, when they were last fired 
before being dismounted and scrapped78) and other facilities.   It had a 
spur from the railyards to its dock, where there was an administration 
building and barracks. Around the corner from the dock were 5 officers' 

 
74  Being named for Colonel William D Davis, killed in action in France in 1918. 
75  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/55 
76  The 14th Infantry-known to some as the “Jungleers” and to others as the “Dragoneers”. 
77  http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p04.htm  
78  http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p09.htm  

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/55
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houses and a theatre. Between the gun batteries and hotel there was a 
sea-level swimming pool. 
It was transferred to the Panamanian Government in 195579.   

 

 
Fort DeLessups and the Hotel Washington Pool80 

 

 
Battery Morgan in 1939 at Fort DeLessups, Colon, looking north-east – No.2 gun 

in the foreground and Hotel Washington in the background 

Fort Espinar See Fort Gulick 

Fort Grant See Fort Amador/Fort Grant 

Fort Gulick Located on Gatun Lake, the Fort Gulick Military Reservation was 
established in April 1941 near Fort Davis as part of the wartime 
construction81.  It became home to the US Army School of the Americas 
(originally built as the Atlantic Sector Hospital in 1942, which operated 
1943-6), and was used to train students from Central and South America 
from 194982.   

 
79  Under the 1955 Treaty of Mutual Understanding and Cooperation (aka the Eisenhower-Rémon Treaty) 
which revised the original 1903 Treaty https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/63 
80  http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/VAP/Delesseps/dl42.htm 
81  Being named for Major General John W Gulick, Chief of the Coastal Artillery 1930-34. 
82  With 34,000 students graduating before relocation of the School to Fort Benning, Georgia in 1984: 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/55 

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/63
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Part of Fort Gulick was handed over to Panama in 198483, and the rest in 
1995. 
The former site of Fort Gulick is now part of the municipal district of 
Colón.  

Fort Kobbe Located on the Bay of Panama, on the west bank of the Canal, Bruja84 
Military reservation was established in 1928 and considered a sub-post of 
Fort Amador.  It included 16-inch naval gun batteries.   
It was renamed Fort Kobbe in 1932, with part of it becoming Bruja Point 
Air Base.85   
In 1940, it was expanded considerably, and from June 1941 became 
separate from Fort Amador as part of an independent post that also 
included Howard Field86, and 2 gun batteries (Haan and Murray)87, with 
their 4 16-inch guns, were considered redundant and obsolete, being 
scrapped.   
In October 1943, it was designated a ground force post.88 
In 1946, Howard Field and Fort Kobbe were officially separated, though it 
continued as a USAAF base until all air units were withdrawn in 1949.89 
In 1952, the portion of Fort Kobbe (the Bruja Point Air Base) was officially 
separated and made part of Howard Field90.   
Fort Kobbe was transferred to Panama in 1999. Fort Kobbe became an 
international business park and the mixed-use residential community of 
Panama Pacifico91, and the former garrison area is now the town 
centre92. 

 
83  Renamed Fuerte Espinari 
84  Bruja means “witches”. 
85  Being named for a Major General William A Kobbe, an artillery officer from the Spanish-American War 
and who had died in 1931. 
86  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/43 
87  For views of the Murray Battery as it appears in 2021 see https://mochilliando.com/2021/05/03/urbex-
explorando-el-bunker-battery-murray-panama-pacifico-mochilliando/ and the area is said to provide several 
beautiful trails for walking or cycling…and is ”highly recommended to go with your family and friends”. 
88  https://www.kobbekids.com/HTML/history_of_fort_kobbe.htm  
89  In fact, the USAF had been formed, replacing the USAAF, in 1948. 
90  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/43 
91  https://www.panamapacifico.com/  
92  https://www.northamericanforts.com/East/cz.html See also: 
https://www.kobbekids.com/HTML/history_of_fort_kobbe.htm  

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/43
https://mochilliando.com/2021/05/03/urbex-explorando-el-bunker-battery-murray-panama-pacifico-mochilliando/
https://mochilliando.com/2021/05/03/urbex-explorando-el-bunker-battery-murray-panama-pacifico-mochilliando/
https://www.kobbekids.com/HTML/history_of_fort_kobbe.htm
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/43
https://www.panamapacifico.com/
https://www.northamericanforts.com/East/cz.html
https://www.kobbekids.com/HTML/history_of_fort_kobbe.htm


 

 

 
Fort Randolph 

Fort Randolph This was established on Margarita and Galeta Islands, near Coco Solo, from 1911.  It 
was built on Margarita Island, which had been connected to the mainland by a 
railway causeway, so that the eastern breakwater of Limon Bay could be built.  
It was expanded in 1933 to 3,691 acres (1,493 hectares) and again in 1940, when , 
the Secretary of War transferred a tract of land containing approximately 1,250 
acres to the Navy Department, which included a portion of Fort Randolph.   
It included coastal artillery barracks, housing and other facilities93.  It included 
Batteries Tidball, Zalinsky, Webb and Weed – with a mix of 14-inch and 6-inch guns 
and 12-inch mortars, as well as 2 14-inch railway guns during both wars – all the 
guns being removed 1946-48.   
Following World War 2, Fort Randolph was placed on standby basis. In 1953, part of 
the Fort Randolph Reservation was transferred to the Navy, to be used by the Naval 

 
93  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/63 
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Security Group Activity; including barracks, family housing and administrative 
facilities.94  By the 1960s, Fort Randolph was unused except for military training 
exercises, and where the Fort Randolph Riding Club was located was used by the 
Canal Zone Horsemen's Association.   
The site was transferred to Panama in 197995. 

 

Fort Randolph 
1941-42 

Fort San Lorenzo Despite having been designated as a National Monument since 1908, the area 
around Fort San Lorenzo was originally incorporated into the Fort Sherman Military 
Reservation, in 1911 and, during World War 1, a radio listening post was set up 
there and, during World War 2, in 1942, a searchlight and 3-inch anti-aircraft guns 
were placed to prevent German U-boats from sending raiding parties up the 
Chagres towards the Gatun Dam.  The Army also built a pontoon bridge across the 
adjacent Chagres just above its mouth.  The bridge and gun position were 
dismantled after the war and Fort San Lorenzo returned to be a sight-seeing area 
and a picnic ground.96 

Fort Sherman97 Located at Toro Point on Limon Bay, adjacent to the north-west entrance to the 
Canal, in the area between the Chagres River and Limon Bay, being one of the first 

 
94  https://www.navycthistory.com/NSGStationsHistory.txt  
95  http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p11.htm  
96  http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/VAP/Sherman/fspage2.htm 
97  Arriving with the family to serve at Fort Sherman in March 1939 – 

“Sherman had a tiny PX, but hardly what my mother had in mind.  It sold toiletries and cigarettes: Blitz 
cloths to shine brass, Shinola to shine shoes, Vitalis to comb hair. Chewing gum was often too brittle to 
chew and chocolate bars melted in the wrapper. Esquire magazine had the popular Vargas girl 
pinups.  There was also, also, Life, Time, and Colliers.  A fringe benefit for the officer’s families was the 
weekly delivery of fresh bananas delivered to each porch.  Prisoners were detailed from the stockade to 
facilitate this.  The Post Theater and Post Chapel were the foci of social life. The theater was a tiny tar 
paper building. On Friday and Saturday nights the officer’s wives would emerge from the olive drab 
“Command Cars” that had wound down the jungle trail from their houses. They wore their latest fashions 
and were escorted by husbands in snappy class A uniforms. They walked past MP guards, who were 
wearing mosquito netting pulled across their pith helmets. The cost of a ticket was 15 cents, on 

https://www.navycthistory.com/NSGStationsHistory.txt
http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p11.htm
http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/VAP/Sherman/fspage2.htm


3 harbour defence installations planned for the Canal, being formally established in 
1918 – occupied from 1911, although construction of batteries and buildings had 
begun in 1912.  Its several batteries98, with 14-inch and 6-inch guns and mortars 
defended the Atlantic entrance to the Canal99.   
The point of land was considered a "natural" defence site and a construction 
project was started in 1916 to provide suitable quarters for troops stationed in the 
Panama Canal Department. During 1912-1923, 7 defence batteries were 
constructed to defend the Atlantic approaches to the Panama Canal.  
Fort Sherman was bounded by Limon Bay on the east (which separates it from the 
city of Colón and the port of Cristobal), by the Caribbean Sea on the west and 
north, and originally by thick jungle on the south and south-west. 
It was considered the most isolated of Canal Zone military posts, particularly in the 
early days before improved roads were built and, bounded by Limon Bay, in early 
days access was only by water, and later by railway or aircraft – it only being much 
later in its use that access by road was possible.   
The Fort included 23,100 acres (93 km2) of land, about half of which was covered by 
jungle. The developed areas included housing, barracks, a small airstrip and various 
recreational areas. It was the site of the US's first operationally deployed early 
warning radar in 1941. 
Until shortly after World War 2, Fort Sherman was a heavily fortified coast artillery 
installation with one sole mission: to provide defence of the Canal, specifically for 
the Atlantic port of Cristobal and the Gatun Locks.  The guns of Fort Sherman 
complemented the defensive armament of Fort Randolph across Limon Bay.  
Stationed at Fort Sherman were 2 harbour defence battalions and an anti-aircraft 
gun battalion.  Shortly after World War 1, supplemental beach defence batteries 
were also located at Fort Sherman. These were emplaced close to the harbour 
defence batteries.  
Between the wars, modernisation progressed slowly until 1939, when the 
accelerated buildings programme went into effect, with considerable expansion of 
facilities. 
By 1945, several Costal Artillery outposts were considered sub-posts of Fort 
Sherman – Battery MacKenzie and Battery Pratt, 290-feet Hill radar installation, 

 
weeknights. Inside, they watched a succession of some of the finest and some of the worst movies that 
Hollywood ever made”.97 

98  Battery Baird, Battery Howard, Battery Stanley, Battery Mower, Battery Kilpatrick, Battery Sedgwick Pratt, 
Battery Alexander MacKenzie.  Battery Kilpatrick was named after Major General Hugh J Kilpatrick, a Civil 
War artillery officer; Battery Stanley for Major General David S Stanley, a Civil War corps 
commander; Battery Mower for Major General Joseph A Mower, who served with the 25th Infantry during 
the Civil War; Battery Baird for Brigadier General Absalom Baird, commander of the 1st Division in the Civil 
War; Battery Howard for Major General Oliver A Howard, commander of the 11th Corps during the Civil War, 
and who later became superintendent of the US Military Academy; Battery Pratt for Brigadier General 
Sedgwick Pratt, who became a member of the US Army Board of Ordnance and Fortifications, and Battery 
MacKenzie for Major General Alexander MacKenzie, Chief of the US Army Engineers and also a member of 
the US Army Board of Ordnance and Fortifications. 
99  It was named for Civil War General William T Sherman: 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/51 
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Batteries V and W with 155mm guns, G-4 (296-A Radar), Balloon Camps 1 and 2, 
and Dock 13.100 
In 1945, the site consisted of approximately 11,448 acres.  Due to its age, 
maintenance was an ever-present problem during World War 2101.  As the mortars 
were dismantled in 1943, and the large naval artillery removed 1946-48, the coastal 
artillery personnel were reassigned102 and the site used as a billeting site.   
The cost of Fort Sherman to the US, as of 31 July 1945, was listed as $3,308.917103. 
By the mid-1970s the site was principally used for training by the US Army School of 
the Americas104.  In 1959, Fort Sherman had been designated as inactive sub-
installation of Fort Gulick, but in 1961, it was reclassified as an active sub-
installation of Fort Gulick, and later obtained separate status.  Fort Sherman was 
handed over to Panama in 1999105. 

 
Fort William B 
Davis 

See Fort Davis 

France Field The France Field Reservation was constructed in 1918, as “the first real air base in 
the Canal Zone”, on Manzanillo Bay, near Fort Randolph and Fort DeLessups, and 
was formally established and named by an Executive Order in 1920.  From 1929, an 

 
100  https://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/VAP/Sherman/fort_sherman_index.htm  
101  Ibid. 
102  Ibid. 
103  According to a report dated 31 July 1945, the following construction had been completed at Fort 
Sherman: Permanent housing consisting of 29 family quarters for officers, 38 family quarters, and barracks 
for 1,200 enlisted men; temporary housing consisting of 19 family quarters, BOQ facilities for 52 officers; 21 
family quarters and barracks for 990 enlisted men; and 20 family quarters for civilians. There were also 
warehouse facilities, bulk fuel storage facilities for gasoline, kerosene, and fuel oil, waterway facilities 
consisting of a QM general dock, a mine planters dock, a fuel dock, an old boat house, and a boat house. 
104  It also housed a MIM-23 HAWK surface-to-air missile battery, which replaced anti-aircraft guns in 1960, 
the missiles themselves being removed in 1968. 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/53 
105  http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p04.htm  

https://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/VAP/Sherman/fort_sherman_index.htm
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/53
http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p04.htm


airmail service was initiated by Pan-American Airways between France Field and 
Miami106.   
France AFB was deactivated on 1 November 1949 by the USAF due to budgetary 
reductions, turned into a civil airport in the Canal Zone, and renamed Colon Airport. 
The USAF maintained jurisdiction over the airport until 31 December 1973, and it 
was occasionally used as a satellite field of Albrook AFB. 
It had been handed over to the Army by the USAF in 1957, then transferred to the 
Coco Solo Navy Reservation in 1964, later reverting to the Army and then, in 1979, 
to the Panamanian Government107.  US control over the airport ended in 1999 with 
the turnover of the Panama Canal Zone to the government of Panama. 
It is now Enrique Adolfo Jiménez Airport. 

 Aerial view of France Field in 1940 

In 1940, France Field Airport had hangars, an air traffic control tower, passenger 
transport terminal and airmail service (for the Isthmian Airways Company108), a 
military restricted zone, a fuel supply station, maintenance workshops, as well as 
Army anti-aircraft artillery. 
On 1 October 1979, the airfield was taken over for use in the expansion of the 
logistics service linked to Colón Free Zone for the delivery of light air cargo.  In 
1982, it was renamed Enrique Adolfo Jiménez Brin, the former President.  In 2009-
2014 it was rebuilt and modernised, with an extended runway.109 

Gaillard Cut See the Culebra Cut, which was called the Gaillard Cut from 1915 to 2000 (after the 
US officer who had led the excavation, and who died a month after the 
breakthrough there in 1913).  After the Canal handover to Panama in 1999, the 
name was changed back to Culebra (Corte Culebra in Spanish). 

Galapagos Islands See Chapter 28 on the advance bases. 
In 1941, the civilian population of the Islands had been 810, in 1943 there were 
2,474 US military and 750 civilians there at the bases.  Outposts were established 
on San Cristobal, Santa Cruz and other neighbouring islands to the main island of 
Baltra. 

 
106  The pilot of the first flight was Charles Lindbergh, who had travelled along the route as part of a goodwill 
tour in 1928: https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/65 
107  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/65 
108  See Chapter 2. 
109  https://www.elistmopty.com/2022/01/france-field-air-base.html  

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/65
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/65
https://www.elistmopty.com/2022/01/france-field-air-base.html


The airbase closed in 1946. 

Galeta Island This is an island located on the Atlantic side of Panama just east of Colón.  Galeta 
Island was part of Fort Randolph (see below) and the site of a US military 
communications facility from the 1930s (NAVRADSTA) to 17 September 1999, when 
it was turned over to the government of Panama. The island was shared with the 
Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute (STRI), which still maintains a research 
facility on the island.  
Postwar, Galeta Point became the site of a highly sophisticated US Navy satellite 
communications system, and an important location for defending the Atlantic 
sector of the Panama Cana; and the US Navy constructed several of the buildings 
later (and currently) occupied by STRI.110 

Gamboa Housing at Gamboa was expanded as part of the expansion programme in the lead 
up to war. 

Gamboa Bridge Rail and road bridge across the Chagres River. 

Gatun Housing at Gatun was expanded as part of the expansion programme in the lead up 
to war. 
There was a Navy radio station at Gatun.  It had new steel towers; and a 2-storey 
reinforced-concrete, bombproof transmitter and command post.   

Gatun Dam Earthen dam on the Chagres River that created Gatun Lake. The dam always 
provides hydroelectric power to operate the Canal locks. 

Gatun Lake 164-square mile reservoir created by the Gatun Dam.  Fresh water from the lake 
supplies the water necessary to operate the Canal locks and provides 32 miles (51.5 
km) of navigable waterway of the 48-mile (77 km) Canal. 

Gatun Lake 
Military 
Reservation 

This included the islands of Zorra and Piedras and another unnamed one in Gatun 
Lake, established by an Executive Order of 12 June 1941. 

Gatun Locks A 3-step lock system at the Atlantic entrance to the Canal.  The locks raise and 
lower ships between the ocean and Gatun Lake, which is 85 feet above sea level. 
During the war, the locks were surrounded by solid 26-feet (7.9 metres) corrugated 
metal steel fences and barrage balloons were anchored overhead. Buildings or part 
of buildings which might be fire hazards were torn down to prevent them from 
burning and lighting the locks. Lights were out by 2300, street lights were removed 
and cars drove with blacked-out headlights. 

Gatun Tank Farm Underground Navy fuel storage and oil terminal at Cristobal near Gatun Locks. 

Gorgas Hospital The US Army hospital located on Ancón Hill. 

Guayaquil See Chapter 28 on the advance bases. 
Coastal base for US Navy patrol flying-boats in Ecuador. 
The second-largest city in Ecuador. 
In 1940, intelligence direction-finding trucks were deployed by the US Navy in what 
turned out to be a disappointing and short-lived operation. 
In May 1944, indigenous, political, student, and labour groups came together in 
Guayaquil and Quito to overthrow (in the so-called “May Revolution”) the Liberal 

 
110  https://www.navycthistory.com/NSGStationsHistory.txt 
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President Carlos Arroyo del Río and install the populist José María Velasco Ibarra 
for a second term111. 

Gulf of Fonseca See Chapter 28 on the advance bases. 
Golfo de Fonseca. Nicaragua base for US Navy patrol flying-boats at Money Penny 
Anchorage on the Pacific coast.  The base at the Gulf of Fonseca moved to the more 
sheltered Corinto (see above) in 1943. 

 

 
Howard Field112 Construction began in 1939 of what was first called Bruja Point Airfield.  It opened 

in 1942.  
Howard Field hosted both fighter and bomber aircraft during the war. The base was 
inactivated on 1 January 1950 and turned over to the Army.  However, the USAF 
continued to use Howard as a deployment site for joint training exercises during 
the 1950s, and by December 1961 all USAF flying operations in Panama had 
relocated to Howard.  
On 1 October 1963, the USAF officially reclaimed Howard from the Army and the 
base played a central role in US military operations in Latin America, largely due to 
its 8,500-feet (2,600 meters) runway being the only jet-capable US airfield south of 
the Rio Grande. 
On 1 November 1999, Howard Air Force Base was turned over to the Panamanian 
Government. 

La Boca A town, officially named La Boca in 1913, intended as a “local-rate” worker 
(meaning Silver Roll). 
During the war its population was swelled by contract workers, and facilities in the 
township increased.  The barrack-like “rooms” (called barracas) were very basic. 
In 2002, a fire destroyed the “rooms” in an area of what is now Rio Abajo, which 
was where the former La Boca township had existed113. 

 
111  
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/310464028_World_War_II_on_the_Equator_Antifascism_Gende
r_and_Democracy_in_Ecuador's_May_Revolution_of_1944  
112  It was named after Major Charles H Howard (1892–1936), who flew in Panama in the late 1920s. 
113  https://thesilverpeopleheritage.wordpress.com/2010/12/25/la-boca-town-farewell-to-an-icon/  

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/310464028_World_War_II_on_the_Equator_Antifascism_Gender_and_Democracy_in_Ecuador's_May_Revolution_of_1944
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/310464028_World_War_II_on_the_Equator_Antifascism_Gender_and_Democracy_in_Ecuador's_May_Revolution_of_1944
https://thesilverpeopleheritage.wordpress.com/2010/12/25/la-boca-town-farewell-to-an-icon/


 

 
Barraca burned down putting a gradual end to the West Indian face of Rio Abajo 

La Chorrera See Chorrera. 

La Joya Airfield USAAC/USAAF landing field where there were 2 landing strips, being expanded 
former emergency landing fields used by fighter units during World War 2. 
To the north-east of Panama City. 

 
31st Pursuit Squadron P-40 at La Joya Field114 

Limon Bay (Bahia Limon) A natural harbour located at the north (Atlantic) end of the Canal, 
west of the cities of Cristóbal and Colón.  

 
114  https://weaponsandwarfare.com/2019/11/18/panama-canal-zone-defences-ii/  
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115 

Limon Harbour Port in Costa Rica, first established in 1852.  In July 1942, a U-boat entered and 
attacked shipping in the harbour (see Chapter 53). 

Madden Army 
Airfield 

Established in 1944 and used as a base for fighters, with the intended role of 
defending the Madden Lake and Dam (which were part of the reservoir 
arrangements to main water levels for the Canal).  The 29th Pursuit/Fighter 
Squadron moved from Albrook Field to become the first to be based at Calzada 

 
115  http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_list_map_links_p03.htm  
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Larga Airfield (later named Madden Field).  It was based there 8 March to 15 August 
1944, flying P-39. 

Madden Dam Originally, the dam was to be called Alhajuela (in reference to the adjoining town). 
By 1928, the change of name was requested by means of a resolution in the House 
of Representatives of the US, renaming the structure in honour of Congressman 
Martin B Madden, who managed the funds for its construction116. 
Completed in 1935 at a cost of just over $4 million, the Madden Dam forms 
Madden Lake, a reservoir that provides a back-up water supply for the Panama 
Canal.  At the same time as the Dam, a road connecting Gamboa and Chilibre was 
built117.  

 

 
Madden Dam and what is now called Alajuela Lake (photo by Panama Canal Co) 

 

 
Madden Lake Lake Alajuela; formed by the construction of Madden Dam, which was completed in 

1935, blocking the Chagres River.  The Madden Dam was built to prevent the 
occasionally torrential flow of the once wild Chagres River, which flows into Gatun 
Lake and to control the level of water in the lake during the dry season.  
It was renamed when control of the Canal reverted to Panama. 

Mandinga Site of blimp base from August 1944, with detachments from US Navy Fleet Airship 
Wing 2, Headquarters Squadron 2. 

 
116  https://elfarodelcanal.com/madden-represa-indispensable-para-el-canal/  
117  Ibid. 

https://elfarodelcanal.com/madden-represa-indispensable-para-el-canal/


Manzanillo Bay Bahía de Manzanillo; the bay at Colón, at the Atlantic end of the Canal.  

 
Margarita One of 3 new towns built by the Canal’s Building Division, alongside the expansion 

of existing ones in the expansion programme launched in the lead up to war.118 

Margarita Island On the north-eastern tip of this island were 2 firing positions for Battery No.1 of 
Fort Randolph, the 14-inch (355 mm) railway gun.119 
Margarita Island which had been connected to the mainland by a railway causeway, 
so that the eastern breakwater of Limon Bay could be built 

Margarita Point At entrance to Manzanillo Bay near Coco Solo 

Marine Barracks The US Naval Station – Marine Barracks predated World War 2 and included 25 
buildings for family housing and barracks buildings, as well as other buildings120.  
Constructed 1935-39, it comprised 281 acres (113.7 hectares).  It was built on the 
west bank of the Cana’s Pacific entrance.  Originally named the Naval Ammunition 
Depot, Balboa, it was redesignated in 1941.  It housed the Marines forces in 
Panama.  It was transferred to the Panamanian Government in 1999.121 

Miraflores Locks 2-step lock system at the Pacific entrance to the Panama Canal. The locks raise and 
lower ships between the ocean and Miraflores Lake, which is 54 feet (16.5 meters) 
above sea level. 

Mount Hope Alongside the Coco Solo naval base at the Atlantic entrance to the Canal.  It is  is 
named after Mount Hope cemetery, the burial ground for black West Indian 
immigrants who died working on the railroad construction between 1850 and 1855.    

Money Penny 
Anchorage 

Patrol base on the shores of the Gulf of Fonseca, Nicaragua (see above). 

Naos Island that formed part of Fort Amador/Fort Grant (see above). 
It was latterly used by the Panamanian military to 1989122. 
It had been heavily fortified and was home to Batteries Buell and Burnside, each 
with 2 x 14-inch (355 mm) guns.  Considered obsolete by 1943, they were last fired 
in November 1943 and not manned after 1944, being eventually removed for 
scrapping in 1947 or 1948.123 

 
118  See the footnote for Diablo above. 
119  The guns could be used on either side of the isthmus (and known as Battery No.8 at Fort Grant), using 
the 5-feet (1.5 meter) gauge track of the Panama Railroad.  However, it was planned to keep one gun on 
either side: 
https://si.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=e65d5058a32a4b939965915b61aab678  
120  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/47 
121  https://members.tripod.com/william_h_ormsbee/bases_summ_p03.htm  
122  In other words, until the US invasion. 
123  https://si.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=e65d5058a32a4b939965915b61aab678  

https://si.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=e65d5058a32a4b939965915b61aab678
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/47
https://members.tripod.com/william_h_ormsbee/bases_summ_p03.htm
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Old Cristobal Housing here was expanded as part of the expansion programme in the lead up to 
war. 

Pacora Pacora is a town and corregimiento (one of the oldest in the country), now an 
industrial area of the sprawling Panama City, on the outskirts towards Tocumen 
Airport.  An Army training camp was established at Pacora in early 1942 

 

 
Paitilla Point Army 
Airfield 

Established in 1944 and overlooking Panama Bay on the Pacific, this was another 
base for fighters for the defence of the Canal. 

Paitilla Point 
Military 
Installation 

Located north-east of Panama City and originally named Punta Paitilla, and 
established by Executive Order in 1920124. 
A substation of Fort Grant (see above), with 2 gun positions and searchlight 
positions. 

Panama City Capital of the Republic, located near the Pacific entrance to the Canal. 

 
124  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/67 
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Panama Oeste West Panama is now a Province (created in 2014 from 5 districts of Panama 
west of the Canal), with the capital at La Choerrera. 

Paraiso A former township just north of the Pedro Miguel Locks.  A segregated 
community.  It was headquarters of the Dredging Division from 1913, although 
in 1918 the Gold Roll Americans were moved to Pedro Miguel, leaving Silver 
Roll workers at Paraiso. 
It was abandoned as a settlement by 1938 and became a military post in 
November 1939, housing troops guarding the Canal facilities as Camp Paraiso.  
It closed as a military camp in 1943 and, in 1944, the Army quarters were 
reused as it became a township once again. 

Paraiso Hill See Cerro Paraiso 

Pedro Miguel Housing at Pedro Miguel, close to the Pedro Miguel Locks, was expanded as 
part of the expansion programme in the lead up to war. 

Pedro Miguel 
Locks 

One-step lock system at the Pacific side of the Canal, following the Miraflores 
Locks.  The locks raise and lower ships between Culebra Cut, which is 85 feet 
(25.9 meters) above sea level, and Miraflores Lake at 54 feet (16.5 meters) 
above sea level. 

 

 
A contemporary photo of Pedro Miguel Locks, in the foreground, with the Miraflores 

Locks behind.  The waterway on the right is the new cut for the 21st Century expansion 

Perico Island Another of the small islands that comprised Fort Amador and the Causeway 
created into Panama Bay.  It housed Battery Newton, with a 16-inch (406 mm) 
gun on a disappearing carriage.  There was also a railway to the top of the 
island to aid construction and then ammunition resupply.  The gun was 
dismounted and scrapped in 1943. 
The site was later used for a radar installation for the Federal Aviation 
Agency125. 

Pocri Army 
Airfield 

aka Pocri Auxiliary Aerodrome; like others, this was established in 1944 as a 
fighter base and an auxiliary to Howard Field126.  It was located in the Azuero 
peninsula on the eastern edge of Panama Bay (and is now covered in housing). 
On 22 February- 2 August 1944, the 28th Fighter Squadron flew P-39 from 
here. 

 
125  https://si.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=e65d5058a32a4b939965915b61aab678  
126  It no longer exists, having been built over. 
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Puerto 
Armuelles 

a city and corregimiento on the Pacific coast in western Chiriqui Province, near 
to Costa Rica.  It was established in 1927 for the United Fruit Company 

 
Puerto Castillo Honduras – refuelling base for seaplanes and small surface vessels on the 

Caribbean coast. 
The port and town moved to the eastern end of the peninsula during the war, 
when the small flying-boat base was established. 
It is now a native fishing village. To the west of the village is the site of a 
Honduran naval base, as well as the site of a container port for fresh fruit 
products.  



 

 
Punta Coco 
Airfield 

Airfield on Rey Island (see below) in the Pearl Islands in the Bay of Panama 

Quarry 
Heights 

What was to become the Quarry Heights Military Reservation was established 
on the western side of Ancon Hill, adjacent to Balboa, from 1903, 
accommodating the first US troops – a party of US Marines protecting the 
railroad and US Government property127 .   
The area owed its origin to the Isthmian Canal Commission quarrying rock 
from 1909 for use in the construction of the Pedro Miguel and Miraflores 
locks.  Call “Quarry Heights” by locals, the quarry closed after 5 years and 
Canal officials transferred the shelves to the US Army as a command post.   
Rising 654 feet (199 meters) above sea level, Ancon Hill is a prominent feature 
at the Pacific end of the Canal.   The rock it contained provided a necessary 
resource for Canal construction.   
Before being closed on 31 October 1914, the Ancon quarry had produced 
3,245,000 cubic yards of rock. 
Original plans in 1913 had been the barracks and housing for the US Marines, 
but before the installation was begun the Marines were dispatched to Mexico 
and the project was abandoned in early 1914.  By early 1915, the site had 
been selected as the location for the newly organised US Army Forces in the 
Canal Zone.   
Proximity to The Panama Canal headquarters building, the company towns of 
Balboa and Ancon, and Panama City made the location perfect for the Army 
Command.  Ironically, since the site was seen as being very small, it was 
assumed the Quarry Heights headquarters would only be a temporary 
situation, and a more expansive site would be selected in the future. 

 
127  For a full history of Quarry Heights, see http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/qh_legacy_report.htm  

http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/qh_legacy_report.htm


 
1939 – 2 photos of Quarry Heights Officers' Quarters, Parkinson Lane 

A consolidated command called United States Troops, Panama Canal Zone, 
had been put into place on 6 January 1915, as part of the Eastern Department.  
Initially located at Ancon, the headquarters were moved to Quarry Heights in 
1916.  A separate geographical department was created 1 July 1917 and 
named the Panama Canal Department of the US Army.  
However, until 1920, Quarry Heights was used for a variety of roles, as the 
small area available prevented development as the headquarters of US forces 
(the headquarters being located at nearby Ancon in the meantime).  As World 
War 1 demonstrated the importance of the Canal, the Canal Commission 
transferred an additional 100 acres to the Quarry Heights Military Reservation 
to complete construction of the headquarters site.  In 1920, the Commanding 
General established his headquarters at Quarry Heights, which retained the 
role for over 75 years. 
It served as the site of headquarters for – 

• Commander, US Army Panama Canal Department 1920-41; 

• Commander, US Army Caribbean Defense Command 1941-47; 

• Commander-in-Chief, US Caribbean Command 1947-63; 



• Commander-in-Chief, US Southern Command 1963-1998128. 
Quarry Heights also housed one of 5 Army signal detachments (the others 
being in San Francisco, Texas, Hawaii and the Philippines) providing Army 
intercepts.  In January 1939, all 6 detachments were consolidated into the 2nd 
Signal Service Battalion129. 
Housing was added, as was a new headquarters building and the bombproof 
tunnel under Ancon Hill.   
Formally established as a military installation in December 1919, it possessed a 
commanding 360-degree view encompassing the Pacific approach to the Canal 
entrance.   
In March 1940, plans were approved for a bombproof, reinforced concrete 
structure “for use in case of emergency and vital to the security of important 
data”, and this Command Post structure 200 feet under the Hill was 
completed in January 1942 at a cost of $400,000130.  This, the Joint Operations 
Tunnel had been constructed in the direction in 1940 of Lieutenant General 
Daniel Van Voorhis, Commanding General of the Panama Canal Department.  
As a Joint Command Post facility, and completed by January 1942, it was 
constructed under 200 feet (61 meters) of native porphyry rock, with the 
entrance cut into the solid rock face of the old Ancon Quarry, and was built 
using reinforced concrete.  The structure featured a 269-feet by 52-feet (82 x 
15.8 meters) main building and a 302-feet by 7½-feet (92 x 2.3 meters) tunnel.  
The facility was later used as a secure intelligence, communications, and joint 
operations command post centre for the unified command until 1997.131 

 

 
This bunker was located in Quarry Heights 

 
128  http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/qh_legacy_report.htm  
129  https://www.nsa.gov/about/cryptologic-heritage/center-cryptologic-history/pearl-harbor-review/sis/  
130  It continued in use postwar, as command headquarters, including for US Southern Command through to 
1998 http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/qh_legacy_report.htm and 
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/35 
131  http://www.abovetopsecret.com/forum/thread110919/pg1  

http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/qh_legacy_report.htm
https://www.nsa.gov/about/cryptologic-heritage/center-cryptologic-history/pearl-harbor-review/sis/
http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/qh_legacy_report.htm
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/35
http://www.abovetopsecret.com/forum/thread110919/pg1


 

 

 
The bunker on Centennial Road destroyed in 2016 (despite apparent assurances to the 

contrary) 

 
Radio stations The were 2 major US Navy radio stations, located at Gatun and Summit, which 

were considerably enlarged, and a third, known as the Farfan Radio Station, 
was installed at Balboa.  Gatun saw new steel towers; and a 2-storey 



reinforced-concrete, bombproof transmitter and command post.  The work at 
Summit included a new bombproof transmitter and receiving building, and a 
300-foot (91.4 meters) and an 800-foot (243.8 meters) tower. 

Rainbow City Between Mount Hope and Folk River near Cristobal and Coco Solo, it was 
originally built as segregated housing for Silver Roll Canal employees from the 
1880s and developed into a town by the Canal Zone Government – also being 
known as as Silver Town, Cristobal Silver Townsite, and “The Folks River End of 
Manzanillo Island” - eventually, its residents took matters into their own 
hands and named it Silver City in the 1920s.  It was adjacent to Camp Colner 
(see above) and after World War 2 the Army transferred Camp Coiner to the 
Canal Zone and the area became Silver City’s second suburb. After the 1979 
reversion to Panamanian control, the township's name was changed to Arco 
Iris, the Spanish translation of "Rainbow",  

Red Tank Township in the Canal Zone, first constructed at the site in 1916 for employees 
of the Canal and near a railroad stop called Pedro Miguel Tank.  The 
settlement greatly increased in population in the years immediately preceding 
and just after World War 2.  It was deserted after the war. 

Rey Island Isla de Rey; located in the Bay of Panama, the largest of the Pearl Islands and 
site of an airfield (Punta Coco Airfield, at the southern tip la Esmeralda 
peninsula) and used as a base for the Air Rescue Boats of the 12th Emergency 
Rescue Boat Squadron (ERBS).  Fighters from Albrook Field, including the 
24th Fighter Squadron, were deployed to the airfield. 

 

 
Rio Hato See Chapter 23. 

A corregimiento in Coclé Province. 
The airfield at Rio Hato, 65 miles (104.6 km) south-east of Albrook Field, was 
the most important airbase outside the Canal Zone during the war.  It had 
served as an Army disciplinary camp during World War 1, and later an artillery 
range.  Its use by USAAC began in the mid-1920s, initially as an ad hoc 
arrangement with the landowner, reaching something like official status by 
the 1930s.  A formal lease for part of the territory was signed in 1935, with the 
War Department agreeing to a lease for the entire site in 1938. 
An Army training camp and firing range was established at Rio Hato in early 
1942. 
The Rio Hato Gunnery Camp was established for practice firing of anti-aircraft 
guns in 1941. 
By January 1948, all of the various sites outside the Canal Zone, except Rio 
Hato and one other, had been handed over to Panama.  These too had to be 
vacated, and it took another treaty in 1955 to confirm US rights to use the Rio 



Hato airbase, but only for another 15 years and Rio Hato remained under US 
jurisdictions until 1970 – the Panamanian Government then refusing to renew 
the lease132. 

 Rio Hato Army Airfield in 1940 
 

 

 
132  https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/67 

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/67


 

 
Incident at Scarlett Martínez international airport (MPSM), Río Hato, 12 December 

2021 
 

 
Rio Hato 
Gunnery 
Camp 

See Rio Hato.  The Rio Hato Gunnery Camp was established for practice firing 
of anti-aircraft guns in 1941. 
 



133 

Rodman Naval 
Station 

A licence was granted in 1932 for construction of the first west bank naval 
facilities, being completed in 1937134.  The site was originally called the Naval 
Ammunition Depot, Balboa but renamed as the Marine Barracks in 1941135. 
It was built in 1943, at the Pacific end of the Canal, at a cost of over $400 
million, and provided fuel, provisions and other support to US and Allied 

 
133  http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_list_map_links_p03.htm  
134  It was named for Captain Hugh Rodman, former Marine Superintendent and Superintendent of 
Transportation of the Canal Commission: https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/45 
135  http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p03.htm  

http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_list_map_links_p03.htm
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA00022175/00001/pageturner#page/45
http://william_h_ormsbee.tripod.com/bases_summ_p03.htm


ships136.  A 600-acre (240 hectare) site was constructed as the US Naval Station 
Panama Canal (Rodman Naval Station137).  
This included the Farfan Receiver Station and the Arrajan Tank Farm.  Until 
1999, it served as the hub for all US naval activities in Central and South 
America, as well as the Canal Zone. 
The base's role waned after the 1960s but was retained until 1999 as the US 
transferred control of the Canal Zone to Panama. It was renamed as the Vasco 
Nuñez de Balboa Naval Base.  The PSA Panama International Terminal opened 
in 2010. 

Saddle Dam The Caño Saddle Dam is a small dam (a saddle dam) on or above the Caño 
river, to hold back Gatun Lake from spilling into the Atlantic Ocean.  It is 
located south-west of Gatun Dam. 

 

 Cano Saddle Dam 

Salinas  Salinas is located in the centre-south of the coastal region of Ecuador.  It was 
the site on one of the advance bases (see Chapter 28) established during 1942-
43, as a base for Navy flying-boat base, at the southern terminus of the Pacific 
patrol arc.  A specific agreement, including payment for expropriated private 
property, was signed on 20 February 1942.  Construction began in January 
1942, largely under Army contract, completed in June and with the Army and 
Navy sharing facilities.  Final construction was undertaken by Unit 2 of Seabee 
Detachment 1012 from September 1942.  It was redesignated Naval Air 
Detachment, Army Air Base on 24 July 1944.  On 1 February 1946, the US 
vacated its naval base, surrendering all permanent installations to Ecuador. 
Initially intended as a naval base, it became a refuelling base for flying-boats 
and developed into a naval auxiliary air facility, servicing and housing a 
complete patrol squadron.  Aircraft operations ended in May 1944, leaving 
just an emergency refuelling unit and a crash boat rescue service138. 

 
136  https://members.tripod.com/william_h_ormsbee/bases_summ_p03.htm  
137  It was named for Admiral Hugh Rodman who had served as Marine Superintendent and Superintendent 
of Transportation of the Canal Zone in 1914. 
138  https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html  

https://members.tripod.com/william_h_ormsbee/bases_summ_p03.htm
https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/Building_Bases/bases-18.html


 
San Cristobal One of the Galapagos Islands (see above), the easternmost in the archipelago, 

on which an outpost was established. 

San Jose Field See David Army Airfield 

San Juan 
Island 

See the Chapter on mustard gas and chemical warfare tests. 

Silver City See Rainbow City 

Postcard of Silver City in 
the 1930s 

Soledad 
Airport 

Existing airport used as basis of the base of Barranquilla (see above) in 
Colombia. 

South 
Seymour 
Island 

See Baltra Island 

Spillway(s) 

 The postcard illustration shows the Gatun Spillway on - 
part of a flood control programme on the Lake to combat water level change 
brought about by torrential rain (during the rainy season).  The spillway 
capacity was originally designed based on discharges calculated from historical 
flood elevations along the river and a maximum operational lake level of 85 
feet (25.90 meters), the maximum operating level was later increased slightly. 

Summit The US Navy radio station at Summit included a new bombproof transmitter 
and receiving building, and a 300-foot (91.4 meters) and an 800-foot (243.8 
meters) tower.   



It later became the Naval Communications Station Balboa VLF. 

Taboga Forming formally part of Fort Amador/Fort Grant, this island lies near the 
Pacific entrance to the Canal.  A large island near to the Pacific entrance to the 
Canal.  There was a PT Boat training base on Taboga itself, as well as 
searchlights, anti-aircraft guns and bunkers, which were finally abandoned by 
the US military in 1960.  During World War 1, the island had been used as an 
internment site for Germans.  It was administratively part of Fort Grant (see 
above). 
There was a PT Boat training base on Taboga, as well as searchlights, anti-
aircraft guns and bunkers, which were finally abandoned by the US military in 
1960.   
El Morro Island, just off Taboga, hosted a unit of PT Boats during World War 2. 

Taboguilla Another island in Panama Bay which was acquired by the US Army and on 
which was sited coastal artillery to protect the Pacific entrance to the Canal. 

Talara Coastal city in northern Peru which hosted a US naval air base. It was also a 
refuelling stations for the US Pacific Fleet. There were naval guns on the hills, 
and submarine nets in the harbour.139 

Thatcher Ferry Where the Bridge of the Americas (opened in 1962) now lies, linking the North 
and South America land masses. 

Toro Point Punta Toro; This is the name for the promontory on which is located Fort 
Sherman.   
At Toro Point, in 1925, the Navy Department and the Panama Canal Company 
(PCC) jointly developed a radio compass station, to provide lines of bearing to 
commercial and naval ships approaching the Atlantic terminus of the Canal. A 
radio compass house, barracks, married quarters for the Chief-in-Charge and a 
concrete seawall were constructed, and the Radio Compass Station at Toro 
Point was commissioned on 18 May 1925.  
The Coco Solo DT-1 direction-finding equipment was moved to Toro Point at 
the Caribbean end of the Canal during the war.   
In December 1952, Toro Point Radio Compass Station was redesignated as 
Naval Communications Unit (NAVCOMMUNIT) 33, and was moved to Galeta 
Point, where an operations building was built, and an AN/GRD-6 direction 
finding antenna system was installed.140  
There was a famous lighthouse at the point, reportedly designed by Gustave 
Eiffel. 

 
139  HMS Ajax, Achilles and Exeter, 3 British cruisers, were refuelled there on their way around the Horn to 
catch the Graf Spee in Rio de la Plata in 1939.  
140  https://www.navycthistory.com/NSGStationsHistory.txt  

https://www.navycthistory.com/NSGStationsHistory.txt


 

 
Upham NAS Upham Naval Air Station was the alternative name for the airbase at Coco Solo 

(see above). 

 



 



 

 

 


