
Chapter 2 

PANAMA IN 1939 

 

The heavy-handed military intervention policies of the interwar years, which saw US 

forces used in places such as Panama1, Haiti, Honduras and the Dominican Republic, had 

had a negative effect on both diplomatic relations and the reputation of the US in Central 

America2.   

 

This had made the Canal Zone appear to be a US exclave of significant size surrounded by 

what was perceived as increasingly hostile neighbours (including that fuelled by 

nationalist feelings in Panama itself3).  However, the changes contained in the new 1936 

Treaty between the US and Panama (which was finally ratified in 1939), which sought to 

reposition Panama as a partner instead of what had appeared to be, in effect, a vassal 

state (and technically a “protectorate”), were better received if still not considered 

altogether satisfactory4. 

 

The Roosevelt Administration sought a more conciliatory approach, and something more 

akin to a partnership with Panama.  Indeed, it is worth noting that the Canal Zone and the 

 
1 In Panama, for example, in 1918-20: US forces were used for police duty according to treaty stipulations, in 
Chiriquí Province, during election disturbances and subsequent unrest; during the 1921 Panama-Costa Rica 
confrontation (border disputes between the two only being settled by the Echandi-Fernandez Treaty of 
1941). US naval squadrons demonstrated in April on both sides of the Isthmus to prevent war between the 
countries over a boundary dispute; and in October 1925 strikes and rent riots led to the landing of about 600 
American troops to keep order and protect American interests. 
2 For examples of this “high handedness”, see Instances of Use of United States Armed Forces Abroad, 1798-
2020 (Congressional Research Service), 2020: https://fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/R42738.pdf 
3  Such nationalistic feeling remains very much in existence now, and is particularly evident on the “Day of 
the Martyrs”, an annual holiday in February which marks the shooting of Panamanian students by US forces 
in the Canal Zone in the 1960s. See a 1964 New York Times article: 
https://www.nytimes.com/1964/01/12/archives/the-panama-canal-and-the-conflict-surrounding-it-
panama-blowup.html 
4  Under the 1936 Treaty the US also gave up the right to intervene in Panama to maintain public order: 
https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/pdfs/ADA319357.pdf 
https://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3672&context=etd 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs/natsec/R42738.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/1964/01/12/archives/the-panama-canal-and-the-conflict-surrounding-it-panama-blowup.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1964/01/12/archives/the-panama-canal-and-the-conflict-surrounding-it-panama-blowup.html
https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/pdfs/ADA319357.pdf
https://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3672&context=etd


Philippines are the only two US territories in which federal sovereignty has ever been 

relinquished5. 

 

In a mark of the change in status of Panama, in March 1939, the US Legation in Panama 

was upgraded to Embassy status, with a US Ambassador instead of a Minister6. 

 

USAAC Northrop A-17 patrolling the Pacific entrance of the Panama Canal in the late 1930s.  This group 

appears to be doing a fly-by of a passenger liner.  Taboga can be seen in the distance.7 

 

By 1940, approximately 40.3% of the country’s population was concentrated in the 

Panama and Colón provinces, comprising some 622,576 people.  The population of the 

Canal Zone during the war was to fluctuate, consisting chiefly of military and naval 

personnel, at around 100,0008. 

 

In the event of war, it was feared that a large population of American citizens, civilian and 

military, living in the Canal Zone would be isolated in a region that was not predisposed to 

treat them kindly and, should the Canal Zone be overrun by a hostile force, the likelihood 

of large numbers of American prisoners or hostages has been said to have likely loomed 

 
5  https://www.fedbar.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Panama-Canal-Zone-pdf-1.pdf  
6  https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/pdfs/ADA529923.pdf  
7  http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/Photos/photoof172.htm  
8  Panama in the context of World War II: rich historical approach, Contributions to the Social Sciences by E 
Rasc n Palacio (February 2010), www.eumed.net/rev/cccss/07/erc.htm 

https://www.fedbar.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Panama-Canal-Zone-pdf-1.pdf
https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/pdfs/ADA529923.pdf
http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/Photos/photoof172.htm
http://www.eumed.net/rev/cccss/07/erc.htm


large in the minds of decision makers in Washington9 (and, in fact, in 1941 an evacuation 

of non-essential civilians took place10). 

 

A new President took office in Panama in 1940, Dr Arnulfo Arias Madrid, who was overtly 

pro-Axis11, hostile to the US and sought to limit US influence over his country.  However, 

he was to be deposed and replaced in 194112 in a bloodless coup supported by the US.  

See Chapter 42 for more information on Arias Madrid. 

Panama's President Arias Madrid reviews US troops.   
On the left of the photograph is General Jarman, and on the 
right is General Van Voorhis, Commander of the Canal Zone.13 

 

Evidence of his racist policies at the time is 

provided by the fact that, during 1941, Arias 

Madrid attempted to have enacted a law 

prohibiting Jewish immigration and depriving 

anyone of the Jewish faith without at least one Panamanian parent of their citizenship.  

However, it is worth noting that, while the successor administration was more disposed to 

dealing with the US, the inherent anti-Semitism appeared to continue in the government 

under the following President La Guardia, and the 1941 Constitution piloted by Arias 

Madrid continued in force (for more, see Chapter 43).  

 

 
9  https://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3672&context=etd 
10  Which, incidentally, had an unfortunate effect on security involving censorship efforts – see the Chapter 
on the Canal Post Office and wartime censorship. 
11  An official memorandum sent by the US Ambassador in 1941 described the situation in Panama under 
Arias thus,” what has developed in Panama is about as near an approach to Hitlerism as the characteristics 
of Latin Americans and the peculiar circumstances affecting Panama could be expected to permit”. 
https://scholarship.richmond.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://www.google.com/&httpsredir=1&art
icle=2131&context=masters-theses  
His life story reads like a thriller, with an unlikely plot, and a summary of it can be found at Annex 2 below. 
12  While out of the country, on a private visit to Havana (he said to visit his oculist, while others said to visit 
a mistress).  The coup was carried out by the National Police, there being no Panamanian army. 
13  http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/Lifemag/lmindex.htm 

https://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3672&context=etd
https://scholarship.richmond.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://www.google.com/&httpsredir=1&article=2131&context=masters-theses
https://scholarship.richmond.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://www.google.com/&httpsredir=1&article=2131&context=masters-theses
http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/Lifemag/lmindex.htm


In 1941, Life Magazine carried an article in which it was said that, after his election in the 

previous Autumn, Arias Madrid had adopted a strong nationalist, "Panama for 

Panamanians" policy, and it said that he did not seem disposed to help the US14 

 

In November 1940, after he claimed that “Panama is being trodden on by the iron boot of Uncle 

Sam” and that it “can no longer hold her head high among the family of nations as a sovereign 

state”, the Spanish Minister was declared persona non grata and said he had no option but to 

resign15 

 

The US had asked in the lead up to World War 2 for 999-year leases on areas outside the 

Canal Zone to build essential defences – airfields, anti-aircraft batteries and warning 

stations, but the negotiations dragged on for 2 years, with Arias Madrid demanding cash 

compensation and other conditions, estimated to have a cost of up to $30 million.  These 

conditions were set out in 12 requirements that included the construction of a bridge over 

the Canal, transfer to the Government of all lands belonging to the Panama Railroad in 

Panama City and Colon, and ending the importing of black workers from the Caribbean to 

work in the Canal Zone. 

 

The US compromised, asking for 10-year leases, or for as long as a threat to the Canal 

existed (whereas Arias Madrid had wanted return of the properties as soon as war 

ended16).   

 

A separate Chapter provides more information on the US attempts to obtain the 

additional defence sites, the subsequent 1942 agreement, and the postwar dispute over 

vacating the sites. 

 
14  http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/Lifemag/lmindex.htm 
15  https://apps.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a617466.pdf  
16  In fact, as we shall see later, the US evacuated all occupied bases and sites outside the Canal Zone in 
1948, the Panama National Assembly having refused to ratify a postwar agreement that the Government 
had reached with the US over the status of the bases and sites.  The War Department had wanted to hold 
onto some or all of them for an indefinite period, while the State Department compromised with proposals 
for 20-year leases for 13 of the sites.   

http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/Lifemag/lmindex.htm
https://apps.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a617466.pdf


 

The US had also wanted Panamanian ships armed and used to carry war supplies to 

Britain.  However, Arias Madrid resisted this – Panama was neutral, and remained so until 

after Pearl Harbor17. 

 

After Arias Madrid was replaced in a bloodless coup (by the National Police) in October 

1941 by Ricardo Adolfo de Guardia Arango, the new President proved much more 

amenable and negotiations were soon concluded successfully18. 

 

 

Left: President Roosevelt, and Naval Aide Captain Daniel J Callaghan, taking the salute of a composite 
battalion of the 14th Infantry at Gatun Locks as disembarking from the USS Tuscaloosa, 18 February 194019 

Right: President Roosevelt crossing the Gatun Locks roadway in 1940 

 

 
17  Although ironically, it declared war on Japan on the same day as the Pearl Harbor attack, and before the 
US could do so. 
18  However, he too was forced from office in 1945, by the National Assembly.  Popularly known as the 
“Cojo” (“limping”), he was President from 9 October 1941 to 15 June 1945.  He thus held the post during 
almost the whole of the US involvement in World War 2.  For more information, see the Chapter on the 
wartime Presidents. 
19  President Roosevelt made more visits to Panama than any other US President – to Panama City, while on 
his way to vacation in Hawaii in 1934; meeting President Harmodio Arias Madrid informally at Balboa in 
1935; an informal meeting with President Florenco Harmodio Arosemena (who was replaced by Harmodio 
Arias Madrid after a coup in 1931) at Balboa during a vacation in the Caribbean; and in February 1940 a visit 
to Cristobal during another vacation. 



One of the results of pre-war diplomatic moves by the US, intended to counteract any 

potential Axis (particularly German) influence or sympathies in Latin America, was the 

Declaration of Panama (see below) of September 1939, which aligned Central American 

nations (a number of which, including Panama, had leaderships with some pro-German 

sympathies) with the US in the creation of a maritime security zone (the Pan-American 

Security Zone)20.  An unstated element of the Declaration was a willingness to accept US 

leadership in the defence of the region.21.  As it was, it led directly to the establishment of 

the Neutrality Patrol and restricted German U-boat activity in much of the western 

Atlantic Ocean (see the later Chapter on the Neutrality Patrol). 

 

The Declaration confirmed the neutrality of the participants, banned belligerents’ 

submarines from entering their ports, demanded the cessation of subversive activities 

within their countries, and announced the formation of a maritime security zone which 

was to extend over 300 nautical miles (560 km) on either side of the Americas (except for 

Canada and the colonies and possessions of European states) - this area was subsequently 

to be policed by the US Navy Neutrality Patrol.   

 

Whereas, by Autumn 1940, bilateral military staff conversations had occurred with almost 

every Central American, South American, and Caribbean republic, Panama was absent 

from these arrangements, it being suggested that this was because it would deal directly 

with the Commanding General of the Panama Canal Department22. 

 

A further conference held in Havana in July 1940, not long after the Fall of France, and saw 

agreements to jointly govern any territories of nations that were taken over by the Axis 

powers (such as the colonies of France and the Netherlands), and that any attack on any 

 
20  For a map showing the maritime security zone, also reproduced in Chapter 3, see 
http://images.library.wisc.edu/FRUS/EFacs/1939v05/reference/frus.frus1939v05.i0004.pdf#page=21 
21  https://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3672&context=etd 
22  https://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3672&context=etd 

http://images.library.wisc.edu/FRUS/EFacs/1939v05/reference/frus.frus1939v05.i0004.pdf#page=21
https://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3672&context=etd
https://digitalcommons.fiu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3672&context=etd


of the countries would be considered to be an attack on them all (which had also been 

agreed at a conference in Lima in 1938). 

 

In 1940, in Ecuador, the Italian Military Mission, that had been involved in training the 

Ecuadorian army since the 1920s, was expelled under US pressure.23 

 

A “WHITE WAVE” 

 

In 1939, when the US fleet was en route from the Pacific to the Caribbean for its annual 

war games, it paused in Colon after a 36-hour northern transit through the Canal.  Life 

Magazine was there to report on 40,000 sailors being given a chance to go ashore for the 

largest such shore leave event of the year24.  Surprisingly perhaps, there were no serious 

incidents reported, and the Commander-in-Chief of the US Fleet thanked Panamanians for 

their hospitality25.  Tours of the Locks are said to have been particularly popular. 

 
23  https://guerrade1941.blogspot.com/2018/09/si-no-era-ecuador-toda-sudamerica-iba.html#more  
24  The next large-scale event was to take place in 1945 and involving sailors returning from the Pacific with 
Task Force 38 (see the Chapter dealing with 1945). 
25  http://www.panamahistorybits.com/article.asp?id=2011-07-15  

https://guerrade1941.blogspot.com/2018/09/si-no-era-ecuador-toda-sudamerica-iba.html#more
http://www.panamahistorybits.com/article.asp?id=2011-07-15


 

Photos: Bob Karrer. 

INSPECTIONS AND ARMED GUARDS ON THE CANAL 

 

Armed guards were placed on ships in transit through the Canal from 1939.  This came 

after a review in 1939 found that protection from potential sabotage attacks was still 

inadequate, with the Canal authorities at the time considering that the greater risk came 

from sabotage caused by or from a transiting vessel26 

 

Initially, the Canal authorities exempted from the inspection and guard requirements all 

US flag vessels, foreign passenger liners on regular runs and carrying more than 25 

passengers, and British or French cargo ships that were "known to the Canal" and on a 

regularly scheduled voyage. 

 

 
26  Suggested threats were such a vessel ramming lock gates, sinking itself in the locks or main channel, or 
dropping explosives, perhaps timed to explode much later, overboard see the previous Chapter. 



However, the War Department immediately insisted on the regulations being applied 

without distinction, without regard to the "nationality, size or character" of the vessel.  

Ships of war "of foreign powers with whom we are on diplomatically friendly relations" 

were the only exceptions the War Department recognised.  The only discretion the War 

Department permitted was in the size of the armed guard.27 

 

From 21 September 1939, a joint board was established consisting of an officer from the 

Panama Canal Department, the Atlantic and Pacific Sectors and the Canal authorities.  This 

board would meet regularly to discuss security requirements during the expansion of 

facilities in and around the Canal.  For example, numbers of men allocated to the military 

guard on the Canal itself were increased28. 

 

In August and September 1939 an average of 15 or 15 vessels were passing through the 

Canal each day; but of these about 68% were vessels of US, British, French, or Dutch 

registry29. 

 

 
27  https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USA/USA-WH-Guard/USA-WH-Guard-12.html  
28  Security and Defense of the Panama Canal 1903-2000 by Charles Morris, Panama Canal Commission: 

https://original-ufdc.uflib.ufl.edu/AA00047733/00001/6j 
29  https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USA/USA-WH-Guard/USA-WH-Guard-12.html  

https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USA/USA-WH-Guard/USA-WH-Guard-12.html
https://original-ufdc.uflib.ufl.edu/AA00047733/00001/6j
https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USA/USA-WH-Guard/USA-WH-Guard-12.html


On high-risk (or “X”) vessels, the detachment initially consisting of an army officer and 16 

men, plus 2 US Navy personnel (who oversaw the helm and telegraph – engine – controls).  

Lower-risk (or “R”) vessels carried only 2 soldiers.  After 1940, the rules and procedures 

revised, with additional personnel and tighter controls imposed.  From 1942, the US Navy 

took over responsibility for this “Transit Guard”, using Marines. 

 

According to the Commandant of the 15th Naval District, in a letter to Washington in July 

1941, the transit guards on the ships passing through the Canal were “wholly ineffective 

and futile” (despite the Army employing 20-30 officers and 500 men “working hard but to 

no effect”)30. 

 

1940: THE WORST FIRE IN THE HISTORY OF COLÓN 

 

On 13 April 1940, the largest fire in the history of the city broke out, reportedly caused by 

the charcoal fire of a washerwoman setting fire to a basket of dry clothes.  As a good 

number of the buildings in the city were built of wood, combined with strong winds, the 

fire took a firm hold31.   

 

Additional firefighting equipment arrived by rail from Panama City.  However, as the fire 

approached a butane gas plant, nearby masonry buildings were demolished with 

explosives to form a fire break.  

 

22 blocks of the city were affected, with some 15 vehicles and 100 firefighters in action.  

Losses were estimated at around $500,000. 

 

 
30  https://ncisahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Canal-Zone-Response-to-CNO-on-Preparations-to-
Prevent-Sabotage-Jul-10-1941.pdf  
31  https://www.elistmopty.com/2018/04/sucedio-un-dia-como-hoy.html  

https://ncisahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Canal-Zone-Response-to-CNO-on-Preparations-to-Prevent-Sabotage-Jul-10-1941.pdf
https://ncisahistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Canal-Zone-Response-to-CNO-on-Preparations-to-Prevent-Sabotage-Jul-10-1941.pdf
https://www.elistmopty.com/2018/04/sucedio-un-dia-como-hoy.html


 

 

 

In the aftermath, the US Army provided tented accommodation for many victims, assisted 

by the American Red Cross.  Those housed in the tents on Central Avenue were to receive 

beds, clothing, food and other essential for some 3 years.  The city council initially wanted 

recipients to perform public works in return, until the Red Cross, which was administering 

support for the victims, protested. 



 

 



 

The USS Saratoga entering the Gatun Locks in 193832 

 

TOO BIG FOR THE CANAL - DISMANTLED FOR TRANSIT IN 1940 

 

YFD-2 (Yard Floating Dock-2, USS YFD-2) was a US Navy auxiliary floating drydock built in 

1901 and with a 18,000-ton (18,289 tonnes) lifting capacity - the first of its kind, a steel 

movable auxiliary floating drydock used to raise large ships out the water for repair below 

the ship's waterline. 

 

Destined for Pearl Harbor, it departed New Orleans on 19 March 1940 after modification 

to make her seaworthy for the for the 6,000-mile journey.  To pass through the Canal she 

was taken apart at Cristobal, as the Canal was only 100 feet (30.5 metres) wide at that 

time and the drydock was 128 feet (39 metres) wide. The sections were towed through 

the Canal and reassembled at Balboa, and she arrived in Pearl Harbor on 23 August and 

was there at the time of the Japanese attack in December 1941. 

 
32  http://www.i-kirk.info/14thInfantry/7-Panama/h738gatun.html  

http://www.i-kirk.info/14thInfantry/7-Panama/h738gatun.html


 

YFD-2 in the Canal and arriving in Pearl Harbor in 1940 

 

GERMAN CRANES FOR THE CANAL 

 

Sometime after construction of the Canal was complete, 2 large steam-powered cranes 

arrived from Germany: being named “Ajax” and “Hercules”. These multipurpose cranes 

served to move heavy equipment and were also for ships repairs. After 35 years of service, 

the crane arm of “Ajax” was damaged and it was subsequently sold.  In 1966, “Hercules” 

received a new boiler, using diesel instead of charcoal and remained in use until the end of 

1999, when was set aside by “Titan” (the former U-boat yard crane mentioned in the 

Chapter on the U-boat war) and became part of the reserve fleet.33 

 
33  https://www.laestrella.com.pa/nacional/140828/and-ajax-cranes-hercules 

https://www.laestrella.com.pa/nacional/140828/and-ajax-cranes-hercules


 

Just leaving dock at Fort Sherman, the world's largest crane, 
Panama Canal floating crane Hercules.  200 ton lifting 
capacity34. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Avenida Central en 1940 | Panama Tour Plus 

 
34  http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/VAP/Sherman/fs55.htm 

http://www.czimages.com/CZMemories/VAP/Sherman/fs55.htm


 
A 1940s ID card for use by government employees and contractors35 
 

COAST-TO-COAST ACROSS THE AMERICAS IN 29 MINUTES 

 

During 1930, Isthmian Airways had used 6 Hamilton H.47 Metalplane floatplanes36 for an 

airline service linking the Atlantic to the Pacific between Cristóbal, Colón and Balboa, 

describing the 30-minute flight to be the "fastest transcontinental service in North 

America".  Founded by a Ralph Ernest Sexton, the first flight (from Balboa to Colón) took 

place on 5 May 1929.  The fare was $10, or $14 return (the fare dropped to $3 in 1932-33 

during the Great Depression).  The company also provided tourist flights to Taboga and 

Las Perlas.  The Canal Zone Government cancelled the airlines contract in 1936 and Sexton 

sued37. 

 
35  Instead of ID cards, employees of the Canal Commission were issued brass tags with their number 
stamped on them. Before payday, they would receive a chit showing what they were due to be paid, and 
they would take the tag together with the chit, to one of the payroll offices on either side of the isthmus to 
receive their pay in gold or silver coins. 
36  http://www.airhistory.org.uk/gy/reg_CZ-.html It also had a single Beech 17 “Staggerwing” sing-engine 
cabin biplane and (probably) a Travel Air E-4000. 
37  https://www.tvn-2.com/variedad/Aerolinea-Isthmian-Airways-Panama-ayer_0_5012498722.html 

http://www.airhistory.org.uk/gy/reg_CZ-.html
https://www.tvn-2.com/variedad/Aerolinea-Isthmian-Airways-Panama-ayer_0_5012498722.html


 

In December 1936, another airline, Panama Airways, launched a trans-isthmian service.  It 

used Ford Trimotors, and sometimes DC.2 (and DC.3 were available, it was said).  It carried 

cruise liner passengers from coast to coast – on a 35-mile (56 km) route.  Pan American 

carried out maintenance on the aircraft, and Panama Airways was one of the smallest 

element of the Pan American Airways System38. 

 

In 1939, some 65 cruise ships were scheduled to call at the Canal Zone, offering plenty of 

potential customers for the airline, with the cruise ship season from January to March.  In 

1938, the season saw 43 cruise ships and 16,000 passengers in and out of Cristobal – and 

3,000 flew with Panama Airways. 

 

Panama Airways flew from France Field, 4 miles from the docks at Cristobal, to Albrook for 

the Balboa docks39. 

 

PANAMA CIVIL AIRCRAFT REGISTER TO 194540 

Regn Type  Date (if known) Observation 

 
38  The shortest was apparently the 31-mile (49.9 km) route in California between Wilmington and Catalina 
Island. 
39  Flying Magazine (February 1939). 
40  http://www.airhistory.org.uk/gy/reg_indexCAM.html  

http://www.airhistory.org.uk/gy/reg_indexCAM.html


CZ-101 Hamilton H-47 Single-engine 
transport 

1929 Isthmian Airways 

CZ-102 Hamilton H-47 Single-engine 
transport 

1929 Isthmian Airways 

CZ-103 Hamilton H-47 Single-engine 
transport 

1929 Isthmian Airways 

CZ-104 Hamilton H-47 Single-engine 
transport 

1929 Isthmian Airways 

CZ-105 Travel Air E4000? 3-seat biplane  Isthmian Airways 

CZ-106 Hamilton H-47 Single-engine 
transport 

1929 Isthmian Airways 

CZ-107 Hamilton H-47 Single-engine 
transport 

1929 Isthmian Airways 

CZ-108 ?    

CZ-109 ?    

CZ-110 Taylor E2 Cub Lightplane August 1934  

CZ-111 Taylor E2 Cub Lightplane   

CZ-112 ?    

CZ-113 Taylor E2 Cub Lightplane November 1934  

CZ-114 ?    

CZ-115 ?    

CZ-116 Beech 17B 
Staggerwing 

Cabin biplane 1935 Isthmian Airways 

 Beech 17 
Staggerwing 

Cabin biplane   

R-1 ?    

R-2 Piper Lightplane 1941 Panama Aviation Club 

R-3E Waco Biplane? July 1941  

R-4E Taylorcraft BE.50 Lightplane August 1942 Impressed by USAAC 

R-5 ?    

R-6E Piper Lightplane   

R-7E Piper J5A Cruiser Lightplane December 1941  

R-8E Piper J5A Cruiser Lightplane January 1941 Impressed by USAAC 

R-9 Travel Air  November 1937  

R-9E Piper J5A Cruiser Lightplane January 1941 Panama Aviation Club 

R-10 ?    

R-10E Taylorcraft BL.65 Lightplane  Panama Aviation Club 
Impressed by USAAC 

R-11E Piper J5A Cruiser Lightplane January 1941 Written off at Rio Hato 
26 August 1943 

R-12 Hamilton H.47 Single-engine 
transport 

 Transportes Aereos 
Gelebert 
Impressed by USAAC & 
struck off August 1943 

R-12E Piper J5A Cruiser Lightplane January 1941 Sold to El Salvador 

R-21E Piper J4A Cub Lightplane July 1941  



R-22E Piper J3L65 Cub Lightplane February 1941 Out of use 12 June 
1944 
Impressed by USAAC 

R-23E Piper J3L65 Cub Lightplane February 1941 Out of use 8 October 
1945 
Impressed by USAAC 

RX-1 ?    

RX-2 Akron-Funk B75L Lightplane 1942 Impressed by USAAC 

RX-3 Stinson U Airliner April 1935 Malek y Cia 

RX-4 Fokker F.10A 3-engine 
transport 

February 1935  

RX-10 Sikorsky S.38B Twin-engine 
flying-boat 

1937 M A Gelebert 

RX-14 Lockheed 5 Vega 
5C 

Single-engine 
transport 

June 1937 M A Gelebert 

RX-15 Bellanca   Transportes Aereos 
Gelebert 
Written off 17 
September 1938 

RX-16 ?    

RX-17 Stinson A 3-engine 
transport 

March 1938 M A Gelebert 

 Stinson A 3-engine 
transport 

May 1938 Transportes Aereos 
Gelebert 
Impressed by USAAC 

RX-18 ?    

RX-19 Vultee V.1A Single-engine 
transport 

June 1940 Transportes Aereos 
Gelebert 

RX-20 Piper J5 Cruiser Lightplane July 1941 Club de Aviacion 
Panameno 
Impressed by USAAC 

RX-21 Fairchild 24K Light transport March 1945 Cia Chiricana de 
Aviacion 

RX-22 Stinson SR6 Reliant Light transport March 1945 Cia Chiricana de 
Aviacion 

RX-23 Stinson SR9B 
Reliant 

Light transport  Cia Chiricana de 
Aviacion 
Written off 10 April 
1950 

RX-24 Avro Anson Twin-engine 
transport 

March 1945 Cia Chiricana de 
Aviacion 

RX-25 Luscombe 8A 
Silvaire 

Lightplane September 1941 M A Gelebert 

RX-26 Cessna UC-78 
Bobcat 

Twin-engine 
light transport 

May 1945 Cia Chiricana de 
Aviacion 
Sold April 1946 

RX-27 Piper J5A Cruiser Lightplane 1942 Impressed by USAAC 



 Piper J3C65 Cub Lightplane March 1945 E Chichaco 

RX-28 Piper J3C65 Cub Lightplane March 1945 Cia Chiricana de 
Aviacion 

RX-29 Piper J3C65 Cub Lightplane March 1945 Club Aereo Nicarao 

RX-30 Piper J3C65 Cub Lightplane March 1945 Club Aereo Nicarao 

? Piper J3F60 Cub Lightplane August 1940  

? Piper J3F60 Cub Lightplane August 1940  

 

 


