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INDIA: SUPREME COURT SAYS CONVICTIONS FOR CORRUPTION ARE POSSIBLE EVEN WITHOUT 

DIRECT EVIDENCE OF THE BRIBE-GIVER  

On 24 January, Trilegal reported that a Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court of India has 

clarified the relevance of ‘indirect’ evidence in sustaining a case against public officials under the 

Prevention of Corruption Act 1988.  In the case in question it was possible to establish the ‘demand’ 

and the ‘acceptance’ of the bribe by way of circumstantial evidence. 

https://bwlegalworld.businessworld.in/article/Convictions-For-Corruption-Are-Possible-Even-

Without-Direct-Evidence-Of-The-Bribe-Giver-Says-SC/24-01-2023-463069/ 

 

IRELAND: ACCESS IS RESTRICTED TO CENTRAL REGISTER OF BENEFICIAL OWNERSHIP 

On 26 January, an article from Arthur Cox LLP reported that, following the CJEU decision in 

November, the Irish Central Register of Beneficial Ownership of Companies and Industrial and 

Provident Societies has significantly restricted access to search the central register of beneficial 

ownership, with only extremely limited information now being available to members of the public. 

https://www.arthurcox.com/knowledge/access-is-restricted-to-central-register-of-beneficial-

ownership/ 

 

PROHIBITING TRADE IN FORCED LABOUR GOODS IN THE EU 

On 25 January, Herbert Smith Freehills reported on a proposed EU Regulation “on prohibiting 

products made with forced labour on the Union market”.  The proposal will follow the ordinary 

legislative procedure in which the European Parliament and the Council of the EU must both agree 

on a legislative text before it can become law.  If adopted, it will be enforceable in a uniform way 

across the EU Member States and will not need to await the transposition process specific to EU 

Directives. 

https://hsfnotes.com/crt/2023/01/25/prohibiting-trade-in-forced-labour-goods-in-the-eu/#page=1 

 

GAMBLING OPERATORS HAS ANNOUNCED THAT IT WOULD EXIT ALL MARKETS THAT ARE 

CURRENTLY IN THE PROCESS OF REGULATING - COULD THIS BE THE BEGINNING OF A NEW TREND? 

On 27 January, iGB posed this question, saying that Entain warned that it would withdraw from grey 

markets in November 2020, and announced that it would only operate in regulated markets by the 

end of 2023. 
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https://igamingbusiness.com/legal-compliance/legal/risky-business-can-entain-pull-off-its-grey-

market-exit 

 

888 GAMBLING COMPANY CEO DEPARTS IN THE WAKE OF THE BUSINESS REVEALING FAILINGS IN 

AML AND KYC PROCESSES FOR CUSTOMERS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

On 30 January, iGB reported that the change followed an internal compliance review revealed AML 

and KYC best practices were not followed for Middle Eastern Customers.  The Financial Times 

reported that the Gibraltar-based company had launched an investigation into failures of its VIP 

customer accounts. 

https://igamingbusiness.com/people/people-moves/pazner-exits-as-chief-executive-of-888 

https://www.ft.com/content/a460b288-c5c3-41b4-bd5f-6e8bdc2a2b4a  

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2023/jan/30/888s-middle-east-vip-gambling-accounts-

suspended  

 

HOW ONE BELARUSIAN BUSINESSMAN HAS MANAGED TO AVOID SANCTIONS IN GERMANY 

On 30 January bne Intelligence reported that the Belarusian Investigative Centre had revealed how 

Belarusian businessman Alexander Shackutin has managed to avoid sanctions in Germany; also 

having detailed his close business relationship with Belarusian strongman, Alexander Lukashenko.  It 

says that Shackutin’s company, SV Maschinen, has continued to operate and profit in Germany. 

https://bne.eu/belarus-corruption-watch-how-one-of-lukashenko-s-wallets-evades-sanctions-

268220/?source=belarus 

 

FATF: CONSOLIDATED AML/CFT ASSESSMENT RATINGS 

On 27 January, FATF issued updated consolidated AML/CFT ratings to date. 

https://www.fatf-gafi.org/en/publications/Mutualevaluations/Assessment-ratings.html 

 

MODERN SLAVERY: HOW TO IDENTIFY AND SUPPORT VICTIMS IN UK 

On 30 January, the Home Office published updated guidance which describes the signs that 

someone may be a victim of modern slavery, the support available to victims, and the process for 

determining whether someone is a victim. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/modern-slavery-how-to-identify-and-support-victims 
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NEW YORK WOMAN JAILED AFTER PLEADING GUILTY TO OFFENSES RELATED TO A FRAUD SCHEME 

WHICH STOLE $9 MILLION IN COVID RELIEF FUNDS 

On 30 January, Infosecurity reported that Sherry Joseph, 34, had pleaded guilty to conspiracy to 

commit wire fraud back in November, and was given a 45-month sentence.  She recruited multiple 

individuals to apply for fraudulent Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans in exchange for 

kickbacks from their payment checks.  All 30 of those charged with participation have been 

convicted. 

https://www.infosecurity-magazine.com/news/new-yorker-four-years-9m-covid/ 

 

EY CAME CLOSE TO UNCOVERING WIRECARD FRAUD IN 2016 

On 30 January, the Irish Times reported that EY came close to discovering fraud at the heart of 

Wirecard in 2016, when the payments firm’s trustee in Singapore accidentally told the auditor the 

truth. 

https://www.irishtimes.com/business/2023/01/30/ey-came-close-to-uncovering-wirecard-fraud-in-

2016/ 

 

UK: OVER 300 DIRECTORS BANNED FOR COVID FRAUD 

On 30 January, Accountancy Daily reported that the Insolvency Service is now banning around 35 

directors per month for Covid support scheme abuse, almost treble the previous year, although few 

lead to convictions. 

https://www.accountancydaily.co/over-300-directors-banned-covid-fraud 

 

UK: CIVIL LEGAL AID REVIEW 

On 30 January, the MoJ advised that the Review will explore options for improving the long-term 

sustainability of the civil legal aid system.  It will consider the civil legal aid system in its entirety; 

from how services are procured, how well the current system works for users and how civil legal aid 

impacts the wider justice system.  It will commission an external economic analysis of the civil legal 

aid market to better understand how people access funding and support; and there will be an 

external assessment of how such systems work in other comparable countries. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/civil-legal-aid-review 

 

CROATIA INVESTIGATES DISAPPEARANCE OF YACHT LINKED TO RUSSIAN OLIGARCH 

On 28 January, OCCRP reported that Croatian authorities have launched a criminal investigation into 

the disappearance of a luxury yacht, Irina VU, from an Adriatic port close to Split, where it was kept 
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as part of Western sanctions imposed on Russian oligarchs close to Putin.  The yacht is beneficially 

owned by Irina Viner, a rhythmic gymnastics coach and former wife of Russian oligarch Alisher 

Usmanov.  

https://www.occrp.org/en/daily/17279-croatia-investigates-disappearance-of-a-sanctioned-

oligarch-s-yacht 

 

CREDIT SUISSE BANKED ABRAMOVICH FORTUNE HELD IN SECRET OFFSHORE COMPANIES 

AND BARCLAYS AND UBS FACING QUESTIONS ABOUT THEIR TIES TO ROMAN ABRAMOVICH AFTER 

HIS SECRETIVE OFFSHORE TRUSTS 

On 30 January, a report from OCCRP claimed that Russian oligarch Roman Abramovich, sanctioned 

by the UK and the EU, held assets worth over €1.4 billion with Credit Suisse through offshore firms 

that, until recently, he secretly owned.  The information came from 2 leaks shared with OCCRP and 

its partners. 

Meanwhile, on 30 January, the Guardian reported that the “Oligarch Files”, a cache of leaked 

documents seen by the Guardian, suggest that before Russia invaded Ukraine Barclays and UBS held 

at least $940 million of assets on behalf of Abramovich’s trusts and companies he ultimately owned.  

Shortly before the invasion the 10 offshore trusts were rapidly rearranged to transfer beneficial 

ownership of a significant portion of Abramovich’s vast fortune to his children.  It is said that the 

documents raise questions about how the banks responded to the changes and whether, since 

sanctions were imposed on Abramovich, they have allowed the children to financially benefit from 

assets that until that month were beneficially owned by their father. 

https://www.occrp.org/en/investigations/credit-suisse-banked-abramovich-fortune-held-in-secret-

offshore-companies 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/jan/30/barclays-ubs-roman-abramovich-trusts  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/series/oligarch-files 

 

JAMAICA: FREEPORT GUN HAUL  

On 29 January, Loop reported that the National Security Minister and Deputy Prime Minister has 

said that the seizure of a large shipment of firearms at Seaboard Warehouse in Freeport, Montego 

Bay was a signal that local law enforcement continues to reap success at dismantling the illegal gun 

trade.  22 illegal firearms and ammunition were found and seized. 

https://jamaica.loopnews.com/content/freeport-gun-haul-indicative-fight-dismantle-gun-trade-

chang 
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INDIA’S ADANI GROUP CLAIMS US INVESTMENT FIRM’S FRAUD ALLEGATIONS ARE AN ‘ATTACK ON 

INDIA’ 

On 30 January, the Guardian reported that the 413-pagerebuttal of allegations by Hindenburg 

Research likens the US investment firm’s report to an attack on India amid mounting financial 

pressure on the coal conglomerate.  Hindenburg’s report claimed that the Adani empire was the 

“biggest con in corporate history” engaged in a “brazen stock manipulation and accounting fraud 

scheme”.  It also accused Adani of loading companies with debt that has put the entire group on a 

“precarious financial footing”. 

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2023/jan/30/adani-claims-us-investment-firm-hindenburg-

research-allegations-attack-on-india 

 

UKRAINIAN MAN GOES ON TRIAL IN FRANCE OVER THEFT OF £1.3 MILLION PAINTING FOUND IN 

KYIV 

On 30 January, the Guardian reported that a Ukrainian man has gone on trial in France accused of 

masterminding the theft of a painting discovered in a house in Kyiv a year after it disappeared from a 

museum in Nancy. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/jan/30/france-paul-signac-painting-theft-trial-ukrainian 

 

UN ADDS 1 NAME TO ISIL/AL-QAIDA SANCTIONS LIST 

On 27 January, the UN advised that Islamic State In Iraq And the Levant In South-East Asia had been 

added to the sanctions lists by the relevant Sanctions Committee.   

https://press.un.org/en/2023/sc15186.doc.htm 

 

CHILE AND BOLIVIA SEIZE 690 TONS OF CHEMICAL PRECURSORS FROM CHINA 

On 26 January, Diálogo Americas reported that Chile’s Investigative Police (PDI) and Chile’s Customs 

Service concluded 2022 with an unprecedented seizure at the Port of Arica.  The seizure consisted of 

dozens of containers with more than 690 tons of chemical precursors used for the manufacture of 

drugs, mainly cocaine.  The 2-year operation had the collaboration of the Chemical Substances 

Investigation Group of the Bolivian National Police’s Special Force to Combat Drug Trafficking and 

UNDOC’s Global Container Control Programme.  The precursors were stored in 41 containers - 36 

contained 576 tons of ethyl acetate; one container held 24 tons of sodium hydroxide; another 

container held 26 tons of sodium metabisulfite; and 3 other containers carried 64 tons of calcium 

chloride.  The precursors found are used to process, dissolve, purify, dry, and neutralize chemicals 
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essential in the drug manufacturing process, and with the amount of raw material found, some 60 

tons of cocaine hydrochloride could have been produced. 

https://dialogo-americas.com/articles/chile-and-bolivia-seize-690-tons-of-chemical-precursors-from-

china/#.Y9fGcnDMKUk 

 

COLOMBIA: AML/CFT ASSESSMENT FOLLOW-UP REPORT 

The FATF-style regional body GAFILAT has published its second follow-up report on Colombia 

following the mutual evaluation report of July 2018.  This follow-up report analyses the progress 

made by Colombia in addressing the technical compliance deficiencies identified in its MER, and 

does not address effectiveness.  In general, Colombia has been making important progress in 

relation to addressing the technical compliance deficiencies identified in its MER and has been re-

rated in relation to FATF Recommendations 10 to Largely Compliant and 12 to Largely Compliant.  

Colombia will continue in the enhanced follow-up process and will continue to report to GAFILAT on 

the progress made to strengthen its implementation of AML/CFT measures. 

 

https://www.gafilat.org/index.php/es/biblioteca-virtual/gafilat/documentos-de-interes-

17/traducciones/4505-second-re-rating-fur-colombia-dec22/file  
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OHIO MAN CHARGED WITH IMMIGRATION FRAUD FOR CONCEALING WAR CRIME CHARGE IN 

CROATIA 

A news release from US Immigration and Customs Enforcement on 30 January announced that a 

man had been arraigned on criminal charges related to his alleged false statements to US 

immigration and law enforcement officials about his military service and involvement in a politically 

and ethnically-motivated attack on civilians in Croatia during the civil war in the former Yugoslavia in 

the 1990s. 

https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/ohio-man-charged-immigration-fraud-concealing-war-crime-

charge-croatia 

 

NORTH KOREA EXPORTS NEARLY 37 METRIC TONS OF WIGS AND HAIRPIECES TO CHINA 

On 30 January, NK pro reported that North Korea exported nearly 37 metric tons of wigs, fake 

beards and eyelashes to China in December making up over half of the country’s total exports in the 

strongest-ever month for one of the DPRK’s more niche industries. It says that the unusual spike in 

fake hair exports easily eclipsed the country’s usual top commodities such as ferro-silicon and 

tungsten. 

https://www.nknews.org/pro/north-korea-exports-nearly-37-metric-tons-of-wigs-and-hairpieces-to-

china/ 

 

SOUTH KOREA: BROKER ARRESTED FOR ALLEGEDLY SMUGGLING FUEL WORTH $15 MILLION TO 

NORTH KOREA 

On 30 January, NK News reported that South Korea has arrested an oil broker for allegedly supplying 

around $14.7 million worth of diesel fuel to North Korea without government approval, allegedly 

having carried out over 35 ship-to-ship transfers to smuggle around 18,000 tons of diesel between 

October 2021 and January 2022. 

https://www.nknews.org/2023/01/rok-arrests-broker-who-allegedly-smuggled-fuel-worth-15-

million-to-north-korea/ 

 

OFAC SANCTIONS 3 FENTANYL TRAFFICKERS CONTRIBUTING TO THE US OPIOID CRISIS 

A news release from the US Treasury on 30 January advised that OFAC had designated the leader of 

a Mexico-based network and 2 associates for procuring precursor chemicals to manufacture and 

traffic illicit fentanyl and other synthetic drugs to the US.   It says that the action is the result of 
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ongoing efforts by US agencies to disrupt the importation into and distribution of illicit fentanyl 

within the US.  This action was coordinated closely with the government of Mexico. 

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy1229 

 

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/financial-sanctions/recent-actions/20230130 

 

UK: HIGH COURT RULES ON VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE IMPACT OF RUSSIA SANCTIONS ON 

ONGOING LITIGATION INVOLVING A SANCTIONED PARTY 

On 30 January, the EU Sanctions blog reported that the judge also gave permission to appeal to the 

Court of Appeal, recognising that they raise important questions of law with wide implications for 

litigation involving sanctioned entities.  Proceedings were brought in 2019 by PJSC National Bank 

Trust & Bank Otkritie of Russia, claiming that a number of the defendants conspired with 

representatives of Bank Okritie to enter into uncommercial transactions by which loans were 

replaced with worthless loans. 

https://www.europeansanctions.com/2023/01/uk-court-judgment-on-the-impact-of-sanctions-on-

litigation-judgments-involving-designated-persons-bank-otkritie-v-mints/ 
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THE FIRST 6 MONTHS OF THE "IRISH FBI FOR WHITE-COLLAR CRIME" 

On 30 January, an article from Field Fisher reviewed the first 6 months of the Corporate Enforcement 

Authority (CEA).  It considers the recent enforcement activity of the CEA and whether it has been able 

to maintain its early ambitions for a robust approach.  In addition, the article highlights some key 

points to take away. 

https://www.fieldfisher.com/en/insights/enforcement-update-the-first-six-months-of-the-irish-fbi-

for-white-collar-crime-the-cea 

 

EU PARLIAMENT REPORT ON THE “UNSHELL DIRECTIVE” PROPOSAL  

On 30 January, KPMG reported that, on 27 January, the European Parliament approved a report on 

the Directive laying down rules to prevent the misuse of shell entities for tax purposes (the Unshell 

Directive).  While the report is generally supportive of the text proposed by the Commission, a 

number of amendments are recommended.  It remains up to the 27 EU Member States to agree on 

the final text of the Directive at Council level, which may not reflect the amendments recommended 

by the Parliament. 

https://kpmg.com/xx/en/home/insights/2023/01/e-news-169.html#4 

https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/summary.do?id=1727141&t=d&l=en 

 

CAN SOMALIA’S NEW OFFENSIVE DEFEAT AL-SHABAAB? 

The January edition of the CTC Sentinel asked this question, saying that there are reasons to be 

optimistic that the current Somali offensive against al-Shabaab could enduringly weaken the group.  

The operations have gained momentum and demonstrated that the Somali army has made large 

improvements over the last decade.  

https://ctc.westpoint.edu/can-somalias-new-offensive-defeat-al-shabaab/ 

 

THE REPERCUSSIONS OF A WAGNER GROUP DEPLOYMENT TO BURKINA FASO 

The January edition of the CTC Sentinel carried this article, saying that the leader of Burkina’s junta, 

Captain Ibrahim Traore, currently faces intense pressure from both within his country and 

neighbouring Mali to bring in Wagner mercenaries to stabilize the security situation.  It warns that a 

future potential Wagner deployment to Burkina Faso would likely result in a further upsurge in jihadi 

violence in Burkina Faso given the fact that jihadi attacks have increased dramatically across Mali 

since Wagner’s deployment there just over a year ago; and a Wagner deployment to Burkina Faso 

would further entrench Russian influence in Africa, complicate Western policy in West Africa, and 

create humanitarian concerns given Wagner’s reprehensible human rights record. 
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https://ctc.westpoint.edu/oil-on-the-jihadi-fire-the-repercussions-of-a-wagner-group-deployment-

to-burkina-faso/ 

 

US: GUILTY PLEA IN $250 MILLION FEDERAL CHILD NUTRITION FUND FRAUD SCHEME 

On 30 January, an article from Arent Fox Schiff reported that a man from Minnesota had pleaded 

guilty for his involvement in a $250 million fraud scheme that exploited a federally-funded child 

nutrition program.  The defendant had enrolled 2 organisations  in the Federal Child Nutrition 

Program as organisations that provided meals to underprivileged children, and between February 

and October 2021, one falsely claimed to have served over 800,000 meals to underprivileged 

children, while the other falsely claimed to have served over 70,000 meals from December 2020 

to April 2021.  The fraudulent claims were supported by falsified invoices showing the purchase 

of food and falsified attendance rosters showing the supposed names of meal recipients.  

https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/guilty-plea-in-250-million-federal-4463787/ 

https://www.justice.gov/usao-mn/pr/brooklyn-park-man-pleads-guilty-his-role-250-million-

feeding-our-future-fraud-scheme 

 

NEW GERMAN BAN ON CASH AND CRYPTO PAYMENTS FOR REAL ESTATE ACQUISITIONS 

On 30 January, an article from Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer advised that the German legislator 

now introduced several changes to the German Anti Money Laundering Act in relation to acquiring 

and owning real estate in Germany.  It has not only increased the scope of transparency register 

obligations with respect to German real estate holdings, but also introduced a ban of cash payments, 

crypto payments and certain other means of payments for the acquisition of real estate in Germany. 

https://riskandcompliance.freshfields.com/post/102i66u/new-german-ban-on-cash-and-crypto-

payments-for-real-estate-acquisitions 

 

 

US COAST GUARD RELEASES NEW GUIDE TO HELP MARITIME CYBERSECURITY ASSESSMENTS 

On 27 January, Homeland Security Today reported that the guide centres around 3 primary 

recommendations to address challenges of collaboration, defining threats, and the cyber-physical 

nexus.  The new guide is designed to help maritime transportation system stakeholders establish 

baseline cybersecurity assessments and develop cybersecurity planning and response to meet the 

challenges posed by evolving threats. 

https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/cybersecurity/coast-guard-releases-new-guide-to-

help-maritime-cybersecurity-assessments/ 
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