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EU TO INTRODUCE A SANCTIONS FRAMEWORK TARGETING CORRUPTION IN Q2 OF 2023 

On 6 January, the EU Sanctions blog reported on the EU Commission 2023 work programme, 

which says that the EU will “update our sanctions toolbox to include corruption”. 

https://commission.europa.eu/system/files/2022-10/com_2022_548_3_en.pdf 

https://www.europeansanctions.com/2023/01/european-commission-will-introduce-corruption-

sanctions-in-2023/ 

 

'MOST WANTED' HUMAN TRAFFICKER ARRESTED 

On 6 January, the Info Migrants website reported that Kidane Zekarias Habtemariam, an Eritrean 

man described as one of "the world's most wanted" human traffickers, has been arrested in 

Sudan.  He is accused of leading a criminal trafficking organization responsible for abductions, 

extortions and murders of East African migrants trying to come to Europe.  He will reportedly first 

stand trial in the UAE on money laundering charges.  

http://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/45928/most-wanted-human-trafficker-arrested 

https://www.interpol.int/News-and-Events/News/2023/UAE-action-leads-to-arrest-of-people-

smuggling-kingpin-in-Sudan  

 

HONEYWELL UOP’S BRIBERY SCHEMES IN BRAZIL AND ALGERIA 

On 5 January, the Volkov Law Group published Part 2 of a 3-part series of articles on Honeywell’s 

bribery schemes in Brazil and Algeria.  The case involves Honeywell UOP, a US-based subsidiary 

of Honeywell International Inc. The settlement resolved bribery charges in the US and Brazil 

stemming from bribes paid to high-ranking officials at Petrobras, Brazil’s state-owned oil 

company, and was subject to DoJ and SEC settlements. 

https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/digging-into-honeywell-uop-s-bribery-6926115/ 

https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/doj-and-sec-close-year-with-fcpa-9675808/ 

 

2022 IRAN PROTESTS: HUMAN RIGHTS AND INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE 

On 6 January, the House of Commons Library published a briefing, an update to an earlier 

Commons Library Insight on the protests issued in October.   

https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-9679/CBP-9679.pdf 
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UK: REPORTING SUSPICIOUS BEHAVIOUR ON THE COAST, SEA AND AIRFIELDS - PROJECT KRAKEN 

On 5 January, the Border Force and Home Office issued updated guidance and posters about 

Project Kraken.   

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/report-suspicious-behaviour-at-sea-project-

kraken/report-suspicious-behaviour-at-sea-project-kraken 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/report-suspicious-behaviour-at-small-airfields-

project-pegasus 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/project-kraken-promotional-posters 

 

WHEN CAN PROFESSIONALS SUE THEIR CLIENTS FOR BREACHING DUTIES TO THEM?  

On 7 December, an article from 4 New Square Chambers examines what the recent case law tells 

one about where, when sued, professionals allege that their clients were “up to something”, or to 

complain that they had provided wilfully misleading or incomplete instructions. 

https://www.4newsquare.com/can-the-tables-ever-be-turned-when-can-professionals-sue-their-

clients-for-breaching-duties-to-them/?utm_source=pocket_reader 

 

LEAK REVEALS ROMAN ABRAMOVICH’S BILLION-DOLLAR TRUSTS TRANSFERRED BEFORE RUSSIA 

SANCTIONS 

On 6 January, the Guardian reported that leaks show that trusts holding billions of dollars of 

assets were amended to transfer beneficial ownership to his children shortly before sanctions 
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were imposed on the Russian oligarch.  It says that files illustrate how Abramovich has for decades 

used opaque trust structures to shelter his wealth in secretive offshore havens, and point to the 

challenges western authorities face in piercing these complex structures to enforce sanctions. 



 



https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/jan/06/roman-abramovich-trusts-transfer-leak-russia-

sanctions 

 

FAMILIA MICHOACANA - A FORMERLY POWERFUL MEXICAN DRUG TRAFFICKING CARTEL WHOSE 

INFLUENCE WANED DRASTICALLY SOME 5 YEARS AGO - APPEARS TO BE BACK 

On 6 January, an article from Insight Crime says that the nature of the cartel and the extent of its 

power remain difficult to discern.  

https://insightcrime.org/news/takeaways-return-familia-michoacana/ 

 

UZBEKISTAN ARRESTS 4 OVER CHILD DEATHS LINKED TO INDIAN COUGH SYRUP 

On 6 January, Rferl reported that Uzbekistan has arrested 4 people over the deaths of 19 children 

who consumed a cough syrup made by Indian pharmaceuticals company Marion Biotech.  2 of the 

detainees of the Scientific Center for Standardization of Medicines, and the others are senior 

employees of Quramax Medical LLC, which imported the syrup. 

https://www.rferl.org/a/uzbekistan-india-cough-syrup-deaths-arrests/32212368.html 

 

EUROPE AND THE CHALLENGE OF DUAL-USE TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER TO IRAN 

On 6 January, a Commentary from RUSI says that Russia’s use of Iranian drones in its war on 

Ukraine highlights the need for European countries to take stronger action to prevent the transfer 

of dual-use technologies to Iran. 

https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/europe-and-challenge-dual-use-

technology-transfer-iran 

 

GLOBAL SANCTIONS INDEX – ONLY 2% OF SANCTIONS NOW IMPOSED BY THE UN 

On 6 January, the EU Sanctions blog reported that, in November, Refinitiv published a report 

which found that 98% of sanctions are now imposed by individual countries (autonomous 

sanctions) or regional bodies and only 2% by the UN, and it gives data on different countries. 

https://www.refinitiv.com/content/dam/marketing/en_us/documents/gated/white-

papers/global-sanctions-index-second-edition.pdf 

 

UK: RUSSIA OIL CAP SANCTIONS GENERAL LICENCES 
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OFSI in the UK has 4 General Licences linked to a decision to implement the Oil Price Cap, which 

came into force on 5 December.  This measure will deprive Russia of access to excess oil revenues 

by constraining its ability to sell at global market prices, while still enabling Russian oil to flow to 

the third countries that need it.   

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/f

ile/1127594/Oil_Price_Cap_General_Licence_Publication_Notice_05-01-23.pdf 
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