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HONG KONG: 20 DETAINED IN COVID-19 DRUGS SMUGGLING OPERATION 

On 5 February, a video report from The Star in Malaysia said that Hong Kong authorities had 

announced that they had arrested 20 people for allegedly smuggling Covid-19 oral drugs with an 

estimated value of HK$15 million since January this year, involving 33 separate cases.  Most of the 

drugs involved come from India, Bangladesh, Thailand and the Netherlands.  In 27 cases, courier, 

freight or express parcel services were involved, and air passengers in the others. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UDbrU840y54 

 

SWITZERLAND: “SUISSE SECRETS” WHISTLEBLOWER FACES PROSECUTION FOR ECONOMIC ESPIONAGE 

On 5 February, OCCRP reported that, following the investigation which uncovered how the bank 

Credit Suisse had stored the ill-gotten gains of criminals and the corrupt across the world, 

prosecutors have now launched an investigation, but not into the bank.  The banking privacy law 

applies even to journalists who expose criminal behaviour or other wrongdoings of urgent public 

interest, such as money laundering and tax evasion.  

https://www.occrp.org/en/daily/17297-suisse-secrets-whistleblower-faces-prosecution-for-

economic-espionage 

 

ITALIAN POLITICIANS AND BIG BUSINESS BOUGHT INTO RUSSIAN OCCUPATION OF CRIMEA 

On 3 February, a report from OCCRP said that Italian far-right politicians and businessmen accepted 

sponsored trips to Crimea arranged by a Russian influence group, effectively recognising Russia’s 

occupation of the Ukrainian region as legitimate. 

https://www.occrp.org/en/investigations/italian-politicians-and-big-business-bought-into-russian-

occupation-of-crimea 

 

THE REASONS FOR THE SUBOPTIMAL US CORRUPTION INDEX SCORE 

On 3 February, OCCRP published an article by a top official of the global anti-corruption organisation 

Transparency International.  He offered an insight into the United States’ slightly improved — but 

still suboptimal — rating.  Despite a 76 out of 100 score in 2015, the US has since slid into the 60s 

and achieved a record low 67 in 2020 and 2021. 

https://www.occrp.org/en/daily/17294-ti-executive-director-examines-suboptimal-us-corruption-

index-score 
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ADDRESSING MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT BIOLOGICAL AND CHEMICAL WEAPONS AND RELATED 

LEGAL FRAMEWORKS 

Vertic has published a webpage and related report, the main purpose being to disprove 

misconceptions about chemical and biological weapons and related international instruments.  Each 

misconception is broken down into an explanation of the misconception and its implications, and 

how to address it. The misconceptions are then disproved through factual and legal discussions, 

supported by expert commentary.  The misconceptions include that the relevant conventions are 

only relevant for states, and not for non-state actors such as industry, non-state groups or 

individuals.  In particular, industrial actors are often unaware of the importance of the 2 treaties and 

the international structures in place around them.  

https://www.vertic.org/misconceptions/ 

 

A GLOBAL GUIDE TO CRITICAL MINERALS 

On 3 February, Baker McKenzie published this Global Guide to Critical Minerals which examines the 

status and strategic legal background for critical minerals across a number key mining jurisdictions, 

as well as the applicable legal and regulatory framework for their extraction, highlighting the rapid 

change in the critical minerals space as the energy transition accelerates.  It examines the status and 

strategic legal background for critical minerals in fourteen key countries, and looks in brief at the 

part each country is playing in terms of critical minerals, as well as the applicable legal and 

regulatory framework for their extraction. 

 

https://www.bakermckenzie.com/-/media/files/insight/guides/2023/global-guide-to-critical-

minerals.pdf 
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GIBRALTAR: GOVERNOR AND CHIEF MINISTER CONDEMN ‘UNACCEPTABLE LAWLESSNESS’ OF 

SMUGGLERS AND ‘GROSS VIOLATION’ OF BRITISH SOVEREIGNTY 

On 3 February, the Gibraltar Chronicle reported that a joint statement, the Governor of Gibraltar and 

its Chief Minister deplored the “unacceptable lawlessness” displayed by a group of smugglers who 

violently set upon 2 Spanish customs officers, and the presence and actions of the Spanish officers in 

Gibraltar as a “gross violation” of British sovereignty and said the UK Government would demand 

answers from Spain as it prepared a diplomatic response to the events.  It said that the presence of 

Spanish officers on a beach in Gibraltar would not be tolerated, who were attacked by tobacco 

smugglers after the officers’ boat lost power and drifted ashore near the smugglers. 

https://www.chronicle.gi/governor-and-cm-condemn-unacceptable-lawlessness-of-smugglers-and-

svas-gross-violation-of-british-sovereignty/ 

 

NEW YORK JEWELER CONVICTED IN LUXURY WATCH ROBBERY AND MONEY LAUNDERING SCHEME 

A news release from US DoJ advised that Stanislav Yakubov had agreed to purchase hundreds of 

thousands of dollars’ worth of diamond-encrusted, stolen luxury watches that had been taken 

during violent robberies, the victims of which included jewellers from Yakubov’s own community.  It 

is said that Yakubov’s actions fuelled a year-long robbery spree that targeted nearly a dozen victims. 

https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdny/pr/queens-jeweler-convicted-luxury-watch-robbery-and-money-

laundering-scheme 

 

INDIA: GOVERNMENT BLOCKS 232 FOREIGN APPS, INCLUDING CHINESE ONES, FOR GAMBLING, 

MONEY LAUNDERING 

On 5 February, the Indian Express reported that the Ministry of Electronics and IT (MeitY) has issued 

orders to block the apps following instructions from Ministry of Home Affairs.  The government has 

blocked 232 apps operated by overseas entities, including Chinese for being involved in betting, 

gambling and unauthorised loan service.   

https://indianexpress.com/article/technology/tech-news-technology/govt-blocks-232-foreign-apps-

including-chinese-for-gambling-money-laundering-8425340/ 

 

US OUTBOUND INVESTMENT INTO CHINESE AI COMPANIES 

The Center for Security and Emerging Technology (CSET) has published this report which identifies 

the main US investors active in the Chinese artificial intelligence market and the set of AI companies 

in China that have benefitted from US capital.  They also recommend next steps for US policymakers 

to better address the concerns over capital flowing into the Chinese AI ecosystem.  Its key finding 
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include that Chinese investors remain the dominant investors in Chinese AI companies; between 

2015 and 2021, 167 US investors participated in 401 investment transactions or 17% of global 

investment transactions into Chinese AI companies; and observed transactions involving US 

investors totalled $40.2 billion invested into 251 Chinese AI companies, which accounts for 37% of 

the $110 billion raised by all Chinese AI companies 

https://cset.georgetown.edu/publication/u-s-outbound-investment-into-chinese-ai-companies/ 

 

EFFECTIVENESS OF US SANCTIONS TARGETING RUSSIAN COMPANIES AND INDIVIDUALS 

The Free Russia Foundation recently published a report on the effectiveness of US sanctions 

targeting Russian companies and individuals.  It analysed Russian customs records to assess 

sanctions-related changes in trade volumes, costs and geographies following Russia’s full-scale 

invasion of Ukraine in February 2022.  It also examines Russia’s imports of UAV and microchips.  It 

notes that while general trade has been reduced, sanctions have not stopped Russia’s import of 

UAV/parts and microprocessors/semiconductors.  It also says that the continued reduction of price 

caps on Russian energy exports holds the biggest potential for decisively reducing the Kremlin’s 

access to resources it needs to continue military aggression in Ukraine. 

 

https://cset.georgetown.edu/publication/u-s-outbound-investment-into-chinese-ai-companies/


https://www.4freerussia.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2023/01/frf-sanctions-web.pdf 
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