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SHIPPING LINES JOIN WITH DUTCH AND BELGIAN PORTS TO FIGHT DRUG SMUGGLING 

On 21 February, Maritime Executive reported that 5 leading shipping companies moving containers 

through the ports of Antwerp and Rotterdam signed a pledge to work together with the ports and 

government officials in a new effort to fight drug smuggling aboard their vessels and through the 

ports.  

https://maritime-executive.com/article/shipping-lines-join-with-dutch-and-belgians-to-fight-drug-

smuggling 

 

MEXICO’S FORMER SECURITY CHIEF CONVICTED IN US FOR HELPING CARTELS SMUGGLE DRUGS 

On 21 February, the Financial Times reported that Genaro Garcia Luna, the former head of the 

security forces in Mexico, has been convicted in the US of having assisted the Sinaloa cartel. 

https://www.ft.com/content/b18e77cc-5bfb-49a6-997c-d04c88accd3c 

 

VESSEL WITH RUSSIAN SMUGGLED OIL FROM AZERBAIJAN DETAINED IN ALBANIA 

On 22 February, News AM in Azerbaijan reported that a ship in the port of Durres had left Azerbaijan 

on 21 February and was carrying Russian oil.  The ship was flying the flag of Liberia, but which 

shipping company it belonged to was not specified. 

https://news.am/eng/news/746276.html 

 

YEMENI ARTIFACTS SMUGGLED BY BROOKLYN ANTIQUITIES DEALER TO BE RETURNED 

On 21 February, the New York Daily News reported that the Smithsonian Institution is returning 77 

Yemeni artifacts smuggled into the country by a shamed antiquities dealer, Mousa Khouli, 

although the items will remain in the US for the next 2 years at the request of Yemen’s 

government. 

https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/ny-smuggled-yemeni-artifacts-brooklyn-dealer-

20230222-dopxo2az7bd5tgbiftomassbgm-story.html 

https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/hsi-cbp-department-state-us-attorneys-office-smithsonian-

institution-conduct  
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FLORIDA ART DEALER PLEADS GUILTY TO FEDERAL CHARGES FOR SELLING FAKE ART IN MONEY 

LAUNDERING SCHEME 

On 21 February, WPBF News reported that Daniel Bouaziz, the owner of Danieli Fine Art Gallery and 

Galerie Daniel, had pleaded guilty to laundering money from a scheme to sell counterfeit artwork in 

Palm Beach.  Authorities allege Bouaziz bought the cheap pieces online knowing they were fakes 

then added signatures and made-up certificates to make them appear authentic. 

https://www.wpbf.com/article/fwc-trapper-details-catching-the-gator-behind-mondays-fatal-

attack/43015760 

 

UK: MARITIME ENFORCEMENT POWERS CODE OF PRACTICE 

On 22 February, the Home Office published this code about a power which applies in relation to 

certain ships when a law enforcement officer has reasonable grounds to suspect that an offence has 

been, or is being, committed on that ship.  The law enforcement officer may arrest without warrant 

anyone they suspect to be guilty of the offence. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file

/1138005/E02865192_HO_POCA_Maritime_COP_20pt_LP_elay.pdf 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2023/173/contents/made  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2023/173/pdfs/uksiem_20230173_en.pdf  

 

ENGLISH LAW CAN ACCOMMODATE BLOCKCHAIN SHARE-DEALING 

On 22 February, the Law Society Gazette reported that the requirements under the Companies Act 

are not necessarily a barrier to company shares being held and traded on a blockchain of encrypted 

digital code, according to a government-backed panel of experts, the UK Jurisdiction Taskforce. 

https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/law/english-law-can-accommodate-blockchain-share-

dealing/5115185.article 

 

UK BRIEFING: THE CROWN DEPENDENCIES 

On 21 February, the House of Commons Library published a briefing paper explained that the Crown 

Dependencies are the Bailiwick of Jersey, the Bailiwick of Guernsey and the Isle of Man.  It examines 

the constitutional status of the Crown Dependencies, their history and governance, as well as 

relations with the UK, international treaties and the impact of Brexit. 

https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-8611/CBP-8611.pdf 
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LEBANON: INTRODUCTORY COUNTRY PROFILE 

On 22 February, the House of Commons Library published this briefing which provides an 

introduction to Lebanon’s leadership and politics, economy, human rights, trade with the UK, its 

armed forces (specifically foreign support to strengthen them as a counter to the Iran-aligned 

Hezbollah armed group, and foreign relations (including with neighbouring Israel and Syria and Arab 

Gulf states). 

https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-9729/CBP-9729.pdf 

 

MEXICO MOVES TO BAN IMPORTS OF GOODS MADE WITH FORCED LABOUR 

On 22 February, Sandler Travis Rosenberg reported that Mexico issued recently a resolution 

establishing a process for prohibiting imports of specific goods found to be made with forced labour, 

which will take effect in May. 

https://www.strtrade.com/trade-news-resources/str-trade-report/trade-report/february/mexico-

moves-to-prohibit-imports-of-goods-made-with-forced-labor 

 

US: IMPORT CONTROLS ON QUARTZ PRODUCTS FROM CHINA ROUTED VIA TAIWAN 

On 22 February, Sandler Travis Rosenberg reported that US Customs and Border Protection has 

determined that there is a reasonable suspicion that an importer is evading the anti-dumping and 

countervailing duty orders on quartz surface products from China by transhipping them through 

Taiwan.  

https://www.strtrade.com/trade-news-resources/str-trade-report/trade-report/february/import-

restrictions-imposed-on-quartz-products 

 

WHERE DID IRAN-LINKED SHIPS DEFLAGGED BY PANAMA GO? 

On 21 February, Lloyds List reported that Panama cancelled 125 registrations 2019-2020, and 

research showed that most reflagged with Iran, the Cook Islands and the Comoros.  However, many 

have reflagged again since, with only 1 remaining under the Comoros flag. 

https://lloydslist.maritimeintelligence.informa.com/LL1144047/The-great-flag-exodus-Where-did-

Iran-linked-ships-deflagged-by-Panama-go 

 

STATISTICS SUGGEST VALUE OF HMRC PENALTIES FOR EXPORT BREACHES IS INCREASING 

On 22 February, an article from Out-Law said that a series of fines issued by HMRC suggest that the 

value of penalties for unlicensed exports of controlled items is increasing, and that 6-figure penalties 

are no longer the exception. 
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https://www.pinsentmasons.com/out-law/news/stats-suggest-value-of-hmrc-penalties-for-export-

breaches-is-increasing 

 

EXPERTS WARN UK BUSINESSES OF IMMINENT CHANGES TO AML REGULATIONS 

On 22 February, an article from Out-Law contained warnings that from 1 April, businesses subject to 

the Money Laundering Regulations, including trust entities, in the UK will have to comply with 

checks of the register of overseas entities (ROE) at Companies House for dealings with corporate 

entities.  It is also said that from 1 April there is an introduction of expanded CDD requirements in 

relation to trust structures. 

https://www.pinsentmasons.com/out-law/news/experts-warn-uk-businesses-of-imminent-changes-

to-anti-money-laundering-regulations 

 

OVERVIEW ON THE TAX COMPLIANCE COSTS FACED BY EUROPEAN ENTERPRISES – WITH A FOCUS 

ON SME 

On 22 February, a briefing from the EU Parliament Research Service aims at quantifying and 

comparing tax compliance costs burdening private businesses in the EU by reviewing the available 

empirical literature and data with a focus on SME.  Data as well as methodological challenges are 

discussed and used to identify best-practice tax systems in Europe.  It highlights differences in 

compliance costs met by firms of differing sizes, engaging or not in cross-border trade and for 

different tax types. 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/642353/IPOL_STU(2023)642353_EN.

pdf 

 

US AGREES TO EXTRADITE FORMER PRESIDENT OF PERU ALEJANDRO TOLEDO MANRIQUE 

On 22 February, One India reported that the Peruvian Attorney general has said that the US had 

agreed to extradite the ex-President (in office 2001-2006), who was arrested in 2019, and has been 

on bail since 2020. 

https://www.oneindia.com/international/us-agrees-to-extradite-peru-ex-president-3526687.html 

 

HOW TO PREPARE FOR THE PROPOSED UK ‘FAILURE TO PREVENT FRAUD’ OFFENCE 

A post on the FCPA Blog on 21 February says that although the details of the offence are still to be 

clarified, it will require many companies to make significant changes to fraud compliance programs 

to cover outward fraud.  The post explores some of the most common questions, explaining what 

the new offence will likely cover, when it will come into force, and how companies can prepare. 

https://www.pinsentmasons.com/out-law/news/stats-suggest-value-of-hmrc-penalties-for-export-breaches-is-increasing
https://www.pinsentmasons.com/out-law/news/stats-suggest-value-of-hmrc-penalties-for-export-breaches-is-increasing
https://www.pinsentmasons.com/out-law/news/experts-warn-uk-businesses-of-imminent-changes-to-anti-money-laundering-regulations
https://www.pinsentmasons.com/out-law/news/experts-warn-uk-businesses-of-imminent-changes-to-anti-money-laundering-regulations
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/642353/IPOL_STU(2023)642353_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/642353/IPOL_STU(2023)642353_EN.pdf
https://www.oneindia.com/international/us-agrees-to-extradite-peru-ex-president-3526687.html


https://fcpablog.com/2023/02/21/how-to-prepare-for-the-proposed-uk-failure-to-prevent-fraud-

offense/ 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/pietro-odorisio-30ab009a_carouselfraud-antimoneylaundering-

aml-activity-7034115142602645505-200n 

 

ISLE OF MAN: SYRIA SANCTIONS GENERAL LICENCES TO IMPROVE DELIVERY OF HUMANITARIAN 

AID 

On 22 February, the Isle of Man announced 2 licences, General Licence IOM/2023/SYR001 and 

General Trade Licence GTL002, issued under the Syria (Sanctions) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019, as they 

apply to the Isle of Man by the Syria Sanctions (Application) Regulations 2020.  It is said that they will 

strengthen the timely and effective delivery of relief efforts by removing the need for individual 

licence applications and should provide extra clarity to actors on the ground responding to this 

devastating earthquake. 

https://www.gov.im/news/2023/feb/22/financial-sanctions-syria-general-licence/ 

 

THE 5 EU COUNTRIES WHOSE IMPORTS FROM RUSSIA HAVE INCREASED SINCE THE INVASION 

On 21 February, the Telegraph reported that 5 EU countries have seen their imports from Russia 

increase by more than 50% since the invasion began.  It says that the value of imports to Hungary, 

Slovenia, Greece, Bulgaria and Spain were as much as 250% higher than average in November last 

year.  
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https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2023/02/21/countries-giving-support-ukraine-propping-

russia/ 

 

 

https://www.statista.com/chart/29359/official-targets-phase-out-sale-gasoline-cars 

 

OFAC SANCTIONS SINALOA CARTEL NETWORK OF “SUPER LAB” SUPPLIERS AND FENTANYL 

OPERATORS 

On 22 February, OFAC advised that it had designated 6 Mexican nationals and Sinaloa Cartel 

members involved in the illicit methamphetamine and fentanyl trade as well as 6 Mexico-based 

entities.  Led by brothers Ludim Zamudio Lerma and Luis Alfonso Zamudio Lerma, this network is 

responsible for diverting illicit precursor chemicals directly into the hands of Sinaloa Cartel members 
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and laboratory operators, further bolstering the Sinaloa Cartel’s role as the preeminent facilitator of 

illicit fentanyl and other deadly drugs being trafficked into the US. 

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/financial-sanctions/recent-actions/20230222 

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy1288 

 

 

NEW YORK TAKES LEAD IN US CRYPTO FRAUD MONITORING 

On 22 February, Payment Expert reported that the New York Department of Financial 

Services (NYDFS) has announced that it is now ‘better equipped than ever’ to combat crypto-related 

fraud within state boundaries.  It is said that newly-optimised insider trading and market 

manipulation risk monitoring tools have been deployed to discourage any New York State-regulated 

business engaged in digital assets from doing illegal activities.  

https://paymentexpert.com/2023/02/22/new-york-crypto-fraud-monitoring/ 

 

HOW WAGNER GAVE 3 RUSSIAN CRIME BOSSES FROM THE 90s A NEW LEASE OF DEATH 

On 13 February, Bellingcat published an article on the Wagner Group use of former prisoners 

released from jail in Russia to fight in Ukraine, in the hope of gaining a pardon.  It focuses on 3 gang 

leaders who were killed in the fighting.  It says that these 3 men are notable not just due to their age 
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(all being in the 50s), but due to the fact that each led violent criminal gangs in the 1990s.  

Commenting on the reaction to their deaths, the article says that Wagner Group founder Prigozhin 

has called for a ban on ‘discrediting’ former convicts who had fought in Ukraine, defined as 

“publications of a negative character or any information about their previous convictions”. 

https://www.bellingcat.com/news/2023/02/13/how-wagner-gave-three-90s-russian-crime-bosses-

a-new-lease-of-death/ 

 

NCA UPDATES SAR GUIDANCE 

 

The NCA in the UK has updated its guidance, which aims to provide all reporters with guidance on 

how to submit better quality SAR.  It should be read in conjunction with guidance found on the NCA 

website. 

https://nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/who-we-are/publications/446-guidance-on-submitting-better-

quality-sars-1/file 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

On 22 February, a report from the Center for International Policy says that social media has been 

routinely used to recruit victims of human trafficking.  According to the UN Office on Drugs and 

Crime (UNODC), human traffickers have adapted their business model to online trends.  While in the 

US a high percentage of human or sex trafficking victims were recruited online, no reliable statistics 

are available about the use of social media for labour trafficking recruitment or for human trafficking 

outside of the US.  The report says that the Center has uncovered a disturbing trend of slave markets 
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and human trafficking on social media within the MENA region, with migrant workers, often women, 

are actively sold and purchased as domestic workers under the Kafala system.  This system provides 

citizens or companies the ability to sponsor a migrant to come and work within the country, and ties 

a migrant worker’s immigration status to their sponsor.  The report says that the research revealed a 

disturbing trend of slave markets and human trafficking on social media within the Middle East and 

Northern Africa region, and it investigates the current state of human auctions on social media. 

https://cfde140b-3710-4a65-aa9a-

48b5868a02dd.usrfiles.com/ugd/3ba8a1_f374b801aabe4f45a90ae8061661df97.pdf 
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