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2 FORMER OFFICIALS OF THE NIGERIAN NATIONAL PETROLEUM CORPORATION (NNPC) 

SENTENCED TO 2 YEARS IMPRISONMENT FOR CORRUPTION 

On 11 February, the Daily Times in Nigeria reported that they were found guilty of “unethically 

collecting car gifts as public officials”.   

https://dailytimesng.com/1-6b-money-laundering-trial-two-former-top-nnpc-officials-bag-2yrs-

imprisonment/ 

 

SENEGAL: PEACE PROVES ELUSIVE IN CASAMANCE AS TRAFFICKING FUELS VIOLENCE 

On 10 February, Defence Web reported that an agreement signed in August 2022 between a 

factional leader of the Movement of Democratic Forces of Casamance (MFDC) and Senegal brought 

some hope that the 40-year conflict might be nearing an end.  However, it was signed by the leader 

of only one MFDC faction, while others were not involved.  Violence has continued.  It says that 

one impediment to peace is illegal trafficking.  The region is home to rosewood trees, which are 

prized by furniture makers in China for their unique red hue. Senegal has lost more than 1 million 

trees since 2010.  The wood is harvested and trafficked from Senegalese forests in an illicit economy 

that funds rebel groups. 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/joint/diplomacy-a-peace/peace-proves-elusive-in-casamance-as-

trafficking-fuels-violence/ 

 

https://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/news/ransomware-criminals-sanctioned-in-joint-uk-us-

crackdown-on-international-cyber-crime 
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WITHOUT PREJUDICE PRIVILEGE – GUIDANCE FROM THE PRIVY COUNCIL 

On 9 February, an article from Bryan Save Leighton Paisner says that a recent Privy Council case 

sheds some light on the perennial problem where one party has attempted to put material before a 

judge or adjudicator that the other side says is inadmissible because it was made without prejudice. 

https://www.bclplaw.com/en-US/events-insights-news/without-prejudice-privilege-guidance-from-

the-privy-council.html  

 

PODCAST: THE TOSHIBA-KONGSBERG EXPORT CONTROL SCANDAL OF THE 1980s 

On 29 January, a fascinating podcast was released by the Petersen Institute for International 

Economics.  In the 1980s, companies from Japan and Norway conspired to leak submarine 

technology to the Soviet Union in violation of export control rules.  It explains the Toshiba-Kongsberg 

scandal, the history of military allies coordinating export controls through COCOM, and how the 

scandal nearly derailed US efforts to reform its excessively restrictive export control policy.  It 

concludes with lessons for today in light of allied efforts to coordinate export control policies in 

response to emerging threats to national security.  A transcript is also available. 

https://tradetalkspodcast.com/podcast/176-the-cold-war-scandal-over-export-controls/ 

 

RUSSIA'S WAR ON UKRAINE: A SANCTIONS TIMELINE 

On 8 February, the Petersen Institute for International Economics released an updated timeline 

detailing the development of sanctions since November 2021. 

https://www.piie.com/blogs/realtime-economics/russias-war-ukraine-sanctions-timeline 

 

WANTED BY INTERPOL, RELAXING IN DUBAI: GEOLOCATING ISABEL DOS SANTOS’ LIFE OF LUXURY 

On 3 February, Bellingcat said that the daughter of the former President of Angola continues to 

regularly post on her social media channels, detailing visits to high-end restaurants and nights out. 

As Bellingcat discovered, those posts reveal very precise information about Isabel dos Santos’ 

movements over the past 3 months and show which of her properties she now appears to call home. 

https://www.bellingcat.com/news/2023/02/03/wanted-by-interpol-relaxing-in-dubai-geolocating-

isabel-dos-santos-life-of-luxury/ 
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UK PAYS EU £2.3 BILLION AFTER LOSING TRADE DISPUTE OVER UNPAID IMPORT DUTY ON CHINESE 

GOODS 

On 9 February, Sky News reported that the UK has paid the EU £2.3 billion in relation to a 

disagreement over the importation of Chinese textiles and footwear between 2011 and 2017 - when 

the UK was still part of the EU.  It was claimed the UK had failed to prevent the undervaluing of these 

goods, letting importers evade customs duties by making false claims about the clothes and shoes.  

In March 2022, the Court of Justice of the EU found against the UK, finding that more than half of all 

textiles and footwear imported into the UK from China were below "the lowest acceptable prices". 

[Note: I would dispute the use of the word “criminal” in the original piece – I have substituted just 

“importer”.  Yes, importers wrongly undervalued the imports, but the problem was the lack of inquiry 

and enforcement.  It appears that the UK Government is trying to suggest it was entirely down to 

“criminals”, and nothing to do with a lack of effort or willingness to carry out what it was legally 

obliged to do] 

https://news.sky.com/story/uk-pays-eu-2-3bn-after-losing-trade-dispute-12806928 

 

FINLAND’S MOST-WANTED HACKER ARRESTED IN FRANCE 

On 5 February, Krebs on Security reported that Julius “Zeekill” Kivimäki is a 25-year-old Finnish man 

charged with extorting a local online psychotherapy practice and leaking therapy notes for more 

than 22,000 patients online.  He is described as a “notorious hacker”, convicted of perpetrating tens 

of thousands of cybercrimes, and had been in hiding since October 2022, when he failed to show up 

in court and Finland issued an international warrant for his arrest. 

https://krebsonsecurity.com/2023/02/finlands-most-wanted-hacker-nabbed-in-france/ 

QATARGATE: BELGIUM CHARGES ANOTHER EU LAWMAKER WITH CORRUPTION 

On 12 February, Reuters reported that MEP Marc Tarabella has been charged with corruption in a 

cash-for-influence scandal that shook the European Parliament. 

https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/belgium-charges-another-eu-lawmaker-with-corruption-

2023-02-12/?rpc=401& 

 

US: BENEFICIAL OWNERSHIP REPORTING - QUESTIONS OVER MEANING OF “SUBSTANTIAL 
CONTROL” 
On 10 February, an article from Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP says that less than one year out 

from the 1 January 2024 effective date FinCEN beneficial ownership information (BOI) reporting 

rule, and key details about the rule remain unclear; and that the lack of promised guidance from 

the agency may leave entities unsure of which individuals fit that category.  However, it does 
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note that reporting companies created or registered before 1 January 2024, will have until 1 

January 2025, to file their BOI reports, while companies created or registered after 1 January 

2024, will have 30 days after receiving their creation or registration to file their reports . 

https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/beneficial-ownership-reporting-3085214/ 

 

NEW US CUSTOMS ANTI-FORCED LABOUR TOOL WILL REQUIRE SUBMISSION OF CHINESE SUPPLIER 

POSTAL CODES 

On 10 February, an article from King & Spalding advised that, on 26 January 26, US Customs and 

Border Protection (CBP) provided more detail on its imminent implementation of another tool to 

detect potential forced labour imports into the US.  Providing a background and update on the 

new rules, the article says that CBP intends to incorporate the reporting and screening of postal 

codes and additional manufacturer details to help detect imports of products that may have been 

produced in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region of China.  

https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/new-u-s-customs-anti-forced-labor-tool-1493583/ 

 

INDIA: CENTRAL AGENCIES GEAR UP FOR FATF MUTUAL EVALUATIONS 

On 12 February, The Hindu carried an article saying that government agencies have expedited 

efforts to further strengthen the AML/CFT frameworks in view of the coming FATF assessment of 

India in the fourth round of mutual evaluations expected later this year.  It says that the FIU is 

organising meetings with representatives from sectors like real estate to ensure compliance.  

According to FATF, the possible onsite assessment is due in November 2023, whereas the findings 

may be discussed at its June 2024 plenary.  The mutual evaluation of India was postponed due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/central-agencies-gear-up-for-fatf-mutual-

evaluations/article66500964.ece 
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