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US SUPREME COURT (ALMOST) WEIGHS IN ON ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE FOR DUAL-PURPOSE 

COMMUNICATIONS: 5 PRACTICAL TIPS TO PROTECT PRIVILEGE 

On 9 February, an article in the National Law Review was described as an update and insights to help 

mitigate against the risk of attorney-client emails being produced in litigation.  It explains that a 

“dual-purpose” communication is one that has both a legal and a business purpose – the risk being 

that the inclusion of the business angle might undermine the attorney-client protection.  Many had 

hoped the Supreme Court would resolve the split in the lower courts and provide clarity for dual-

purpose communications when it agreed to review the Ninth Circuit’s decision in In re Grand Jury, 

but after oral arguments it dismissed the application. 

https://www.natlawreview.com/article/scotus-almost-weighs-attorney-client-privilege-dual-purpose-

communications-5 

 

TANZANIA LOSES AN ESTIMATED $1.5 BILLION ANNUALLY IN REVENUE TO TRADE-BASED MONEY 

LAUNDERING 

On 11 February, The Citizen in Tanzania reported that this is according to a policy memo published 

by Global Financial Integrity (GFI).  It is also said that the GFI report claimed that 9% of cases 

identified involved terrorism financing and 3% involved sanctions evasion. 

https://www.thecitizen.co.tz/tanzania/news/national/tanzania-loses-sh3-3-trillion-annually-to-illicit-

trade-4119948 

 

WELL-KNOWN INDIVIDUAL IN SUPERYACHTS AND HIS INDICTMENT FOR ALLEGEDLY HELPING 

SANCTIONS RUSSIAN 

On 8 February, an article in Superyacht News provided more details of a case in which Richard 

Masters, a well-known industry figure, has been indicted by a grand jury in the US on charges of 

facilitating the operation of the 77-metre superyacht Tango, which is owned by a sanctioned Russian 

national and head of a Russian conglomerate.  Masters and others allegedly used shell corporations 

and intermediaries to obfuscate the ownership of Tango and its connection to US dollar transactions 

and US businesses. 

https://www.superyachtnews.com/business/the-curious-case-of-masters-vs-usa 
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SPAIN: MOUNTING PRESSURE TO TAX ‘HIDDEN ASSETS’ IN THE BALEARICS 

An article from Superyacht News on 10 February reported on a proposal which calls for the Spanish 

government to create a specific tax for the Balearics that would target luxury assets that are in the 

name of companies but are actually personal assets, including superyachts, mansions, high-

performance cars and works of art.  The proposal argues that wealthy individuals are hiding these 

assets behind a corporate screen in order to avoid paying taxes on them. 

https://www.superyachtnews.com/owner/mounting-pressure-to-tax-hidden-assets-in-the-balearics 

 

HOW CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS CAN HELP COMBAT HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

On 8 February, a release from the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England & Wales says that 

accountants must remain vigilant and act swiftly to report suspicious financial activity and prevent 

human trafficking.  There are red flags to look out for, warns the Cypriot FIU. 

https://www.icaew.com/insights/viewpoints-on-the-news/2023/feb-2023/How-chartered-

accountants-can-help-combat-human-trafficking 

 

HONG KONG: FIRST CBD ARREST AFTER CRIMINALISATION 

On 10 February, TJI reported that a man could be facing years in jail after customs opened a parcel 

containing CBD oil which is now ranked alongside drugs such as heroin and cocaine.  Hong Kong’s 

customs department intercepted and opened a parcel from Denmark that contained 2 bottles of 

CBD oil.   

https://www.tobaccojournal.com/news/first-cbd-arrest-after-criminalisation/ 

 

MULTIPURPOSE IRANIAN DRONE WARHEADS USED IN UKRAINE 

Conflict Armament Research (CAR) has documented Iranian-manufactured UAV used by the Russian 

Federation to attack critical energy infrastructure in Ukraine.  In January, a CAR field investigation 

team documented the warhead of an Iranian Shahed-131 single-use UAV.  This is the first time that 

analysis of these warheads has been released in the public domain.  CAR’s analysis shows that this 

multipurpose warhead was designed to ensure maximum damage to targets such as critical 

infrastructure, while also having a significant impact on the ability to undertake quick repair efforts.  

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f5070c1d8ff8451c9a99138a3b70232d 
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GUYANESE FAMILY ACCUSED OF LAUNDERING BILLIONS FOR CHINESE BUSINESSES ARRESTED AT 

AIRPORT 

On 9 February, Newsroom Guyana reported that, after close to 3 years of investigation, the Special 

Organised Crime Unit (SOCU) laid 268 charges of money laundering and conspiracy to launder 

money of over $4.1 billion against a family, who were arrested at the Cheddi Jagan International 

Airport. 

https://newsroom.gy/2023/02/09/guyanese-family-accused-of-laundering-billions-for-chinese-

businesses-arrested-at-airport/ 

 

RETHINKING ARTISANAL COBALT MINING IN THE DRC 

On 9 February, Swissinfo carried an article saying that formalising artisanal mining offers the best shot 

at ending human rights abuses and child labour in the cobalt supply chain, according to a Swiss human 

rights expert.  Small-scale mines in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) are an integral part of 

cobalt extraction.  This often means sending men – and even children – in flipflops down precarious 

tunnels to reach the strategic metal considered vital for the world’s green energy transition. 

 

https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/rethinking-artisanal-cobalt-mining-in-the-drc/48260638 
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