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THE EU, MONEY LAUNDERING AND NFT 

On 21 March, Rahman Ravelli published an article which outlines the EU’s targeting of NFT in its 

draft AML legislation, and which would make it clear the NFT platforms and those providing NFT-

related services are within its scope. 

https://www.rahmanravelli.co.uk/articles/the-european-union-money-laundering-and-nfts/ 

 

THE BLACK SEA GRAIN INITIATIVE 

On 16 March, a post from Dryad Global looks at what lies ahead after the Initiative was renewed for 

another 120 days from its expiry date of 18 March. It allows for exports of commercial foods and 

fertiliser (including ammonia) from 3 key Ukrainian ports.  

https://channel16.dryadglobal.com/bridge-watch-black-sea-grain-initiative-expiry 

 

AUSTRALIA, CANADA AND US CALL ON IMO TO DEBATE ENDING SHIP-TO-SHIP OIL TRANSFERS 

On 21 March, Dryad Global reported that the 3 countries want the IMO to call on flag states to 

tighten up on STS transfers of Russian oil, with a meeting of the IMO Legal Committee scheduled for 

27 March. 

https://channel16.dryadglobal.com/countries-call-on-flag-states-to-crack-down-on-dark-sts-oil-

transfers 

 

UK: OPERATORS’ RESPONSE TO GAMBLING ACT REVIEW WHITE PAPER 

On 22 March, iGB reported on various operators’ responses submitted the UK Government about 

the White Paper.  These included frustration at the Gambling Commission’s conduct and scepticism 

at the feasibility of customer affordability checks – the latter said to be one of the most controversial 

potential provisions of the White Paper. 

https://igamingbusiness.com/legal-compliance/operators-vent-against-commission 

https://igamingbusiness.com/legal-compliance/dcms-inquiry-into-gambling-regulation-releases-

written-evidence 

 

UK: KINDRED GROUP-OWNED 32RED AND PLATINUM GAMING FINED £7.1 MILLION FOR A SERIES 

OF SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY AND AML FAILURES 

On 23 March, iGB reported that 32Red, which runs 32red.com, will pay £4.2 million, while Platinum 

Gaming, operator of Unibet in Britain, was ordered to pay £2.9 million, and both also received an 
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official warning following a Gambling Commission investigation.  It is said that failures included how 

32Red failed to thoroughly implement measures set out in the Money Laundering, Terrorist 

Financing and Transfer of Funds (Information on the Payer Regulations) 2017; and that Platinum 

Gaming, policies, procedures and controls for AML were not appropriate or kept up to date and 

effective. 

https://igamingbusiness.com/legal-compliance/kindred-brands-fined-7-1m-by-gb-gambling-

commission 

 

SOUTH KOREA TARGETED SANCTIONS AND EXPORT CONTROLS ON NORTH KOREA 

On 23 March, the EU Sanctions blog reported that the measures had been imposed in response to 

the launch of an ICBM by North Korea on 16 March.  The list of banned goods has been tailored to 

target North Korea’s satellite development.  South Korea also imposed sanctions on 4 former and 

current North Korean officials and 6 entities said to be o be involved in North Korea’s nuclear and 

missile programs, illicit financial activities and facilitating sanctions evasion.  

https://www.europeansanctions.com/2023/03/south-korean-adopts-north-korea-export-controls-

targeted-sanctions/ 

 

KOSOVO SANCTIONS WAGNER GROUP AMID FEARS IT OPERATES IN REGION 

On 23 March, EurActiv reported that Kosovo has implemented US sanctions on the Russian 

mercenary Wagner Group, as a significant transnational criminal organisation, amid fears about the 

group being active in the region. 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/kosovo-sanctions-wagner-group-amid-fears-it-

operates-in-region/ 

 

 

THE “GOLD MAFIA” IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 

On 23 March, Al Jazeera published its report saying that there are rival gangs — with many different 

characters.  From new-age pastors to old-school smugglers, and from diplomats to the Zimbabwean 

president’s niece.  Al Jazeera’s investigation has uncovered a band of criminals driving gold 

smuggling and money laundering worth billions of dollars in southern Africa.  It some of the key 

individuals running the mafia.  These include a gold smuggler from Kenya who has now moved his 

operations to Dubai and is smuggling gold from all over Africa, mostly from Zimbabwe, under cover 

of running a church.  Another is one of Zimbabwe’s most influential diplomats, a special envoy and 

ambassador-at-large to Europe and the Americas since 2021.  Another is a pastor in Angel’s Good 
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News Church and a musician.  Another is a woman who is the president of Zimbabwe’s mining 

association and a niece of President Mnangagwa. 

 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/23/gold-mafia-godmen-conmen-president-niece 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/23/gold-smuggler-pattni-kenya-zimbabwe 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/23/top-zimbabwe-ambassador-gold-smuggling 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/23/gold-mafia-looting-southern-africa 

 

TURKEY ANNOUNCES RAPATRIATION OF 12 ANTIQUITIES FROM THE US 

On 23 March, YeniSafak reported that 12 artefacts smuggled out of Turkey are being repatriated 

from the US. 

https://www.yenisafak.com/en/news/turkiye-announces-repatriation-of-12-antiquities-from-us-

3662518 
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ART SMUGGLING INVESTIGATION IN BULGARIA UNCOVERS LOST JACKSON POLLOCK PAINTING 

On 22 March, the Art Newspaper and others reported that a previously unknown painting was 

seized during a raid in Sofia.  The prosecutor’s office said the painting has ever been catalogued 

and has not been registered as missing.  The work was discovered in Bulgaria by police 

investigating international art smugglers, and could be worth up to $54 million if genuine. 

https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2023/03/22/jackson-pollock-painting-discovered-bulgaria-

smuggling-raid 

 

UK: AMENDMENT OF THE EXPORT CONTROL ORDER 2008 AND COUNCIL REGULATION (EC) NO 

428/2009 

On 23 March, the Notice to Exporters 2023/06 advised that the Export Control Joint Unit (ECJU) has 

amended the Export Control Order 2008 (“the 2008 Order”) and Council Regulation (EC) No 

428/2009.  There are changes to Schedule 2 (military goods, software and technology) and Schedule 

3 (dual-use goods, software and technology) to the 2008 Order, as well as Annex I (dual-use goods, 

software and technology) of the retained 2009 Dual-Use Regulation.  The amendments reflect recent 

changes to the control lists administered by international regimes such as the Wassenaar 

Arrangement, Australia Group and the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR), and address 

minor drafting errors and preferences. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/notice-to-exporters-202306-the-export-control-

military-and-dual-use-lists-amendment-regulations-2023/nte-202306-the-export-control-military-

and-dual-use-lists-amendment-regulations-2023 

 

ENABLING THE USE OF DIGITAL IDENTITIES IN THE UK 

On 23 March, the Department for Science, Innovation and technology has updated its guidance on 

how it is working to help people securely prove who they are without having to rely on physical 

documents, as the Data Protection and Digital Information (No.2) Bill was reintroduced to 

Parliament. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/digital-identity#full-publication-update-history 

 

BRAZIL RESCUES 19 FOREIGNERS IN ILLEGAL CIGARETTE FACTORY 

On 22 March, OCCRP reported that Brazilian police had rescued 19 Paraguayans who were lured to 

the country with the promise of a better life, but instead found themselves trapped in an illegal 

cigarette factory in Rio de Janeiro, where they were forced to work long hours under inhumane 
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conditions.  The factory is said to be a hub of illegal activity, producing counterfeit Paraguayan 

cigarettes for the black market. 

https://www.occrp.org/en/daily/17444-brazil-rescues-19-foreigners-in-conditions-similar-to-slavery 

 

NIGERIAN POLITICIAN, WIFE, AND A DOCTOR GUILTY OF ORGAN TRAFFICKING TO UK 

On 23 March, the Guardian reported that a senior Nigerian politician, his wife, and a doctor have 

been convicted of organ trafficking, in the first verdict of its kind under the Modern Slavery Act.  Ike 

Ekweremadu, 60, a former deputy president of the Nigerian senate, his wife, Beatrice, 56, and Dr 

Obinna Obeta, 51, were found guilty of facilitating the travel of a young man to Britain with a view to 

his exploitation after a 6-week trial at the Old Bailey. 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/mar/23/nigerian-politician-wife-doctor-guilty-organ-

trafficking-uk-ike-ekweremadu 

 

VENEZUELA OIL MINISTER RESIGNS AMID POLITICAL FIGHT WITH CRIMINAL RAMIFICATIONS 

On 22 March, Insight Crime reported that Venezuela's Oil Minister Tareck El Aissami had resigned, 

just days after the arrest of one of his most important allies.  He said that he was leaving his post in 

order to aid investigations into corruption in the state oil company Petróleos de Venezuela 

SA (PDVSA).  This followed the arrest of the head of the Superintendency of Cryptocurrencies 

(Superintendencia Nacional de Criptoactivos - Sunacrip), 2 judges and a municipal mayor on separate 

corruption charges.  President Nicolás Maduro stated that the arrests were part of an anti-

corruption campaign targeting PDVSA and Sunacrip. 

https://insightcrime.org/news/venezuela-most-powerful-corrupt-politicians-about-to-fall/ 

 

THE DISCOVERY OF A SECOND "NARCO-SUBMARINE" ON EUROPEAN SHORES SUGGESTS THAT 

OTHERS MAY BE ON THE WAY 

On 22 March, Insight Crime reported that Spanish police found a semi-submersible vessel off the 

north-western coast of Galicia on 13 March. 

https://insightcrime.org/news/second-ever-narco-sub-europe-herald-atlantic/ 

 

ENSURING EFFICIENT COOPERATION WITH THE UK IN CIVIL LAW MATTERS 

On 22 March, a study from the EU Parliament Research Service analyses the implications of Brexit in 

relation to the profile of judicial cooperation in civil matters.  It examines the existing legal 

framework in order to identify the areas of law in respect of which there is a gap in the relationship 

between the EU and the UK.  It assesses the consequences of the UK's failure to accede to the 2007 

https://www.occrp.org/en/daily/17444-brazil-rescues-19-foreigners-in-conditions-similar-to-slavery
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/mar/23/nigerian-politician-wife-doctor-guilty-organ-trafficking-uk-ike-ekweremadu
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/mar/23/nigerian-politician-wife-doctor-guilty-organ-trafficking-uk-ike-ekweremadu
https://insightcrime.org/news/venezuela-most-powerful-corrupt-politicians-about-to-fall/
https://insightcrime.org/news/second-ever-narco-sub-europe-herald-atlantic/


Lugano Convention. It concludes that the conclusion of new treaties between the EU and the UK 

should be pursued in relation to those areas where there is a regulatory gap, with particular 

reference to the area of human rights. 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/743340/IPOL_STU(2023)743340_EN.

pdf 

 

THE GROWING USE OF CRYPTOCURRENCIES BY TRANSNATIONAL ORGANISED CRIME GROUPS IN 

LATIN AMERICA 

On 20 March, a report from the Georgetown University School of Foreign Science says that, across 

Latin America, transnational criminal organisations, transnational gangs, and extra-regional actors 

supporting authoritarian regimes are exploiting growing cracks in the region’s weak financial 

regulations by transferring parts of their financial holdings to cryptocurrency, thereby avoiding 

detection and asset seizures.  Opportunities for criminal use of crypto have significantly increased in 

the past few years; a growing number of high corruption governments, which also act as money 

laundering havens, are actively courting unvetted crypto investors with purposeful deregulation and 

opacity. 

https://gjia.georgetown.edu/2023/03/20/the-growing-use-of-cryptocurrencies-by-transnational-

organized-crime-groups-in-latin-america/ 

 

OPERATION IN ITALY AGAINST CRIMINAL GROUP UNDER INVESTIGATION FOR MASSIVE VAT 

FRAUD: 12 ARRESTS, INCLUDING 4 PUBLIC OFFICIALS 

On 21 March, a news release from the European Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO) advised about an 

extensive operation against a criminal group based in Naples, believed to have orchestrated a 

massive VAT fraud through the sales of electronic equipment, 12 people were arrested by the Italian 

Financial Police (Guardia di Finanza), including 4 public officials, for corruption offences. Involved is a 

suspected VAT carousel fraud – a complex criminal scheme that takes advantage of EU rules on 

cross-border transactions between its Member States, as these are exempt from VAT.    

https://www.eppo.europa.eu/en/news/operation-italy-against-criminal-group-under-investigation-

massive-vat-fraud-12-arrests 
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SINGAPORE: EXPLANATORY BRIEF RE A SECURE DIGITAL PLATFORM FOR FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 

TO SHARE INFORMATION ON CUSTOMERS THAT EXHIBIT MULTIPLE RED FLAGS INDICATIVE OF 

POTENTIAL ILLICIT ACTIVITIES 

On 20 March, an Explanatory Brief from the Monetary Authority of Singapore was concerned with 

the Financial Services and Markets (Amendment) Bill.  This would introduce a platform, named 

COSMIC (Collaborative Sharing of ML/TF Information & Cases) which will enable institutions to 

conduct sharper analysis of customer behaviours and activities to detect potential illicit activities 

more promptly and warn each other of such activities.  By eliminating the information gaps between 

institutions, it will be easier to detect criminals.   A legislative framework will need to be introduced, 

to enable and govern COSMIC.  

https://www.mas.gov.sg/news/speeches/2023/explanatory-brief-for-financial-services-and-

markets-amendment-bill 

 

MONEYVAL CHIEF DEPARTS ROLE AFTER REPORT LINKS FAMILY TO RUSSIAN INTELLIGENCE 

On 22 March, ACAMS reported that the executive secretary of the FATF affiliate in Europe has left 

his position following revelations about his family ties to Russia’s Foreign Intelligence Service, or 

SVR.  Russian national Igor Nebyvaev had led the Committee of Experts on the Evaluation of Anti-

Money Laundering Measures, or Moneyval, since March 2020.  FATF barred Russia from 

participating in meetings in October and formally suspended the country’s membership in February. 

https://www.moneylaundering.com/news/moneyval-chief-quits-after-report-links-him-to-russian-

intelligence/ 

 

ISLE OF MAN: SANCTIONS – 1 ENTRY ON GLOBAL CORRUPTION LIST AMENDED, 1 ENTRY 

AMENDED AND A DUPLICATE ENTRY DELETED ON RUSSIA SANCTIONS LIST 

On 23 March, the Isle of Man issued 2 news releases confirming changes previously announced by 

the UK.   

https://www.gov.im/news/2023/mar/23/financial-sanctions-russia/ 

https://www.gov.im/news/2023/mar/23/financial-sanctions-global-anti-corruption/ 

 

LIBYA URANIUM: MISSING BARRELS RECOVERED, SAY EASTERN FORCES 

On 16 March, the BBC reported that armed forces in eastern Libya say they have found about 2½ 

tonnes of uranium ore that were reported missing by the International Atomic Energy Agency.  It is 

said that 10 drums containing the ore were found near the border with Chad.  However, the uranium 

that went missing was in a kind of concentrate known as "yellow cake" and "doesn't really have any 
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radiation in its current form", said Scott Roecker from the Nuclear Threat Initiative, a global security 

organisation working on nuclear issues. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-64981875 

 

FLORIDA RESORTS SETTLE DOJ CHARGES FOR FCA VIOLATIONS AND PPP FRAUD 

On 22 March, Fried Frank reported that 2 Florida resorts have agreed to settle with the DoJ for 

conspiring to fraudulently obtain loan funds provided under the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP).  

The defendants agreed to pay $325,000, $98,688 of which will be paid in restitution.  A 

whistleblower had alleged that the resort-defendants wrongfully obtained and ultimately pocketed 

funds that they received from certain PPP loans. 

https://www.findknowdo.com/news/03/22/2023/florida-resorts-settle-doj-charges-fca-violations-

and-ppp-fraud 

 

THE DECEMBER 2022 GERMAN REICHSBÜRGER PLOT TO OVERTHROW THE GERMAN 

GOVERNMENT 

The March edition of the CTC Sentinel carried an article about the alleged plot against the German 

government by the Reichsbürger group Patriotic Union.  It says that although the vast majority of 

Reichsbürger are neither considered violent nor right-wing extremists by German security agencies, 

the threat posed by a minority of violent and extremist Reichsbürger persists, with German security 

agencies continuing to thwart alleged violent activity linked to different Reichsbürger groups. 

https://ctc.westpoint.edu/the-december-2022-german-reichsburger-plot-to-overthrow-the-german-

government/ 

 

THE ENDURING COUNTERTERRORISM CHALLENGE IN MOZAMBIQUE 

The March edition of the CTC Sentinel also carried this article about the trouble in the Cabo Delgado 

Province in northern Mozambique, which has seen a jihadi insurgency for over 2 years.  It says that, 

as the cast of both domestic and foreign armed actors supporting the government grows, improved 

coordination and clearer definitions of what these actors’ roles are and how they fit into the broader 

strategy will be essential to maximising the impact of their contributions. 

https://ctc.westpoint.edu/the-enduring-counterterrorism-challenge-in-mozambique/ 

 

US REVISIONS TO ITS “UNVERIFIED LIST” 

On 23 March, KPMG reported that the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) of the Commerce 

Department had released for publication in the Federal Register a final rule amending the Export 
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Administration Regulations (EAR) by adding 32 persons to the unverified list (UVL).  It explains that 

the UVL contains the names and addresses of foreign persons who are or have been parties to a 

transaction involving the export, reexport, or transfer (in-country) of items subject to the EAR.  

These foreign persons are added to the UVL because BIS or federal officials acting on BIS’s behalf 

were unable to verify their bona fides (i.e., legitimacy and reliability relating to the end-use and end-

user of items subject to the EAR) through the completion of an end-use check. 

https://kpmg.com/us/en/home/insights/2023/03/tnf-us-revisions-unverified-list.html 

 

US: FORMER HAITIAN MAYOR ARRESTED FOR VISA FRAUD FOLLOWING HSI INVESTIGATION 

On 23 March, a news release from US Immigration and Customs Enforcement advised that Jean 

Morose Viliena, 50, former Mayor of Les Irois, Haiti, has been indicted for illegally obtaining a 

permanent resident card (“green card”), by means of a false statement — specifically that he had 

not ordered, carried out or materially assisted in extrajudicial and political killings and other acts of 

violence against the Haitian people. 

https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/former-mayor-les-irois-haiti-arrested-visa-fraud-following-hsi-

investigation 

 

FINLAND ALLOWS TRANSIT TO THIRD COUNTRY OF DETAINED FERTILISER SHIPMENT 

On 23 March, the EU Sanctions blog reported that the Finnish Foreign Ministry has granted 

authorisation for a Russian shipment of fertilisers to transit through EU territory and be exported to 

a third country after it was detained at the Port of Kotka on 9 March. 

https://www.europeansanctions.com/2023/03/finland-frees-frozen-fertiliser/ 

 

RUSSIAN ACCUSED OF SMUGGLING MILITARY TECH ESCAPES HOUSE ARREST IN ITALY 

On 23 March, the Guardian reported that a Russian national accused of smuggling military 

technology has escaped house arrest a day after an Italian court agreed to hand him over to US 

authorities.  Artem Uss was detained at Milan’s Malpensa airport on an international arrest warrant 

last October.  US prosecutors last year charged him and 4 other Russian citizens with shipping 

military technology bought from US manufacturers to Russian buyers, some of which ended up on 

the battlefield in Ukraine. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/mar/23/russian-accused-of-smuggling-military-tech-

escapes-house-arrest-in-italy 
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CANADA: LAWMAKER RESIGNS FOR SECRETLY ADVISING A CHINESE DIPLOMAT OVER CANADIAN 

CAPTIVES 

On 23 March, the Guardian reported that Han Dong has resigned from the governing Liberal party 

following allegations that he secretly met with a Chinese diplomat and advised China not to release 2 

Canadian captives.  He is also alleged to have suggested releasing the 2 men would benefit the rival 

Conservative party. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/mar/23/canada-han-dong-resigns-china-beijing-captives 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/vivekmishracams_money-legal-europeanunion-activity-

7044706112025075714-_6p3 

 

PANAMA: NATIONAL ASSEMBLY TO DEBATE ASSET FORFEITURE LAW 

On 23 March, La Estrella de Panama reported that the president of the National Assembly has 

announced that the Commission of Government, Justice and Constitutional Affairs will begin the 

discussion, in first debate, of Bill 625, which would introduce the so-called “extinction of domain” of 

illicit assets. 

https://www.laestrella.com.pa/nacional/politica/230323/asamblea-nacional-iniciara-discusion-

proyecto-ley-extincion-dominio 
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https://www.linkedin.com/posts/vivekmishracams_money-legal-europeanunion-activity-7044706112025075714-_6p3
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/vivekmishracams_money-legal-europeanunion-activity-7044706112025075714-_6p3
https://www.laestrella.com.pa/nacional/politica/230323/asamblea-nacional-iniciara-discusion-proyecto-ley-extincion-dominio
https://www.laestrella.com.pa/nacional/politica/230323/asamblea-nacional-iniciara-discusion-proyecto-ley-extincion-dominio


OFAC ISSUES GUIDANCE FOR AUTHORISED TRANSACTIONS RELATED TO EARTHQUAKE RELIEF 

EFFORTS IN SYRIA 

On 22 March, Baker McKenzie published a post saying that OFAC had release new guidance which 

responds to specific questions OFAC received related to earthquake relief efforts in Syria and 

explains how to provide humanitarian assistance to the Syrian people in compliance with US 

sanctions. 

https://sanctionsnews.bakermckenzie.com/ofac-issues-guidance-for-authorized-transactions-

related-to-earthquake-relief-efforts-in-syria/ 
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