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AIRCRAFT LEASING AND RUSSIAN SANCTIONS 

On 27 March, Mason Hayes & Curran LLP published an article about the situation from an Irish 

perspective.  Over 60% of the world’s leased aircraft are managed from Ireland, with a collective 

value of well over $100 billion.  When Russia invaded Ukraine last year, there were over 400 aircraft 

leased to Russian airlines.  Global lessors took swift action to seek to recover aircraft wherever 

possible, and while they had a degree of success, it is estimated that between $12 billion and $15 

billion in aircraft assets remain within Russian territory - these aircraft are unlikely ever to be 

returned. 

https://www.mhc.ie/latest/insights/aircraft-disputes-flying-high-in-ireland 

 

CYBER THREATS TO EU TRANSPORT SECTOR: URGENT CALL FOR ENHANCED CYBERSECURITY 

On 30 March, Dryad Global reported on the findings of a study by the EU Agency for Cyber Security 

(ENISA) on threats facing the transport sector.  Ransomware attacks have become the most 

prominent threat against the sector in 2022, with attacks having almost doubled, rising from 13% in 

2021 to 25% in 2022. They are closely followed by data related threats (breaches, leaks) as 

cybercriminals target credentials, employee and customer data as well as intellectual property for 

profit. 

https://channel16.dryadglobal.com/cyber-threats-to-eu-transport-sector-sends-urgent-call-for-

enhanced-cybersecurity 

 

HOW TO NAVIGATE PERU'S POLITICAL AND SOCIAL TURMOIL 

On 29 March, an article from FTI Consulting says that companies across Latin America have been 

impacted, with blockages on roads, borders and trading centres such as the Port of Callao leading to 

widespread supply chain disruptions.  It says that, while the situation appears to be stabilising, the 

consequences of this unrest will be widely felt. Peru's inflation is set to hit nearly 9% this year, 

reshaping exports and imports patterns and altering foreign investment in the region.  It makes a 

number of recommendations, including carrying out a proper security risk assessment. 

https://www.mondaq.com/unitedstates/terrorism-homeland-security--defence/1298834/how-to-

navigate-perus-political-and-social-turmoil 
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CHINA IS SENDING ITS CORRUPTION HUNTERS TO OTHER COUNTRIES 

On 30 March, the Wall Street Journal reported that China is sending anti-corruption enforcers 

abroad to chase down fugitives and recover stolen assets.  The top antigraft body and other 

government offices tasked with tackling corruption have begun stationing officials in some Chinese 

embassies, where they would coordinate with foreign authorities on law-enforcement matters, 

among other duties, according to people familiar with the plan. 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/china-deploys-its-corruption-hunters-abroad-a6484983 

 

CREDIT SUISSE VIOLATED PLEA DEAL IN US TAX CASE 

On 29 March, the Wall Street Journal reported that Credit Suisse violated the terms of a 2014 

criminal plea agreement in which it promised to stop helping Americans hide assets from the US tax 

authorities, according to a Senate report.  The Senate Finance Committee’s Democratic staff said 

Credit Suisse failed to report bank transfers tied to what it says may be an ongoing criminal tax 

conspiracy involving more than $100 million held by a family with dual citizenship in the US and Latin 

America. 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/credit-suisse-violated-plea-deal-in-tax-case-senate-report-says-

bed34e63 

 

ALL MAJOR GLOBAL MOLYBDENUM-99 PRODUCTION FACILITIES ARE NOW USING LOW-ENRICHED 

URANIUM (LEU) TARGETS INSTEAD OF PROLIFERATION-SENSITIVE HIGHLY-ENRICHED URANIUM 

(HEU) 

On 29 March, World Nuclear News reported that Mo-99 - the most widely used radioisotope in 

nuclear medicine for diagnosis - was usually produced by irradiating HEU, which is seen as a 

potential nuclear proliferation risk, in nuclear reactors and then processing the irradiated material to 

extract the Mo-99.  The global civil use of HEU for the production of medical isotopes has now 

ended. 

https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/Articles/Mo-99-production-reaches-non-proliferation-milesto 

https://ladailypost.com/nnsa-helps-global-health-industry-achieve-major-nuclear-nonproliferation-

milestone/ 

 

US STATE DEPARTMENT HUMAN RIGHTS ON PANAMA HIGHLIGHTS ISSUES OF CORRUPTION, FREE 

SPEECH, AND LGBTQ RIGHTS 

The State Department has released this report (in Spanish) which highlights serious problems 

regarding the independence of the judiciary; serious restrictions on freedom of expression and the 
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media, including threats to apply criminal libel laws to limit expression; serious government 

corruption; and laws, not enforced, prohibiting consensual conduct between adults of the same sex 

in some security establishments.  It says that Panama did not take effective steps to identify, 

investigate, prosecute and punish officials who committed human rights abuses or who participated 

in acts of corruption.  The report also reflects the concern of the media about the use of the justice 

system to persecute journalists and media outlets. 

https://focopanama.com/informe-de-estados-unidos-evidencia-corrupcion-grave-y-serias-

restricciones-a-la-libertad-de-expresion-en-panama/ 

https://uploads.mwp.mprod.getusinfo.com/uploads/sites/10/2023/03/PANAMA-2022-HUMAN-

RIGHTS-REPORT_final-ESP-2.docx.pdf 

 

US DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE UPDATES THE COMMERCE CONTROL LIST (CCL) 

On 29 March, an article from Baker Hostetler says that the update implements the revisions 

adopted at the 2021 Wassenaar Arrangement Plenary meeting.  The article highlights the 

changes. 

https://www.bakerlaw.com/alerts/us-department-of-commerce-updates-commerce-control-list 

 

CANADA: FEDERAL BENEFICIAL OWNERSHIP REGISTRY ANNOUNCED 

On 29 March, DLA Piper reported that the Canadian Minister of Innovation, Science and Industry has 

proposed legislation to implement a free and publicly accessible beneficial ownership registry of all 

corporations.   

https://www.dlapiper.com/en-ca/insights/publications/2023/03/canadian-federal-beneficial-

ownership-registry 

 

HONG KONG POLICE CRACK MONEY LAUNDERING SYNDICATE 

On 30 March, the South China Morning Post reported that police have arrested 11 suspects in 

operation on cross-border syndicate suspected of handling the US$15 million proceeds of scams 

which took place in Mainland China.  9 of the suspects were arrested when they used debit cards to 

launder part of the illegal funds by purchasing 11 timepieces with bank cards at a local shop. 

https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/law-and-crime/article/3215422/hong-kong-police-crack-

money-laundering-syndicate-suspected-processing-hk119-million-2-months 

 

 

 

https://focopanama.com/informe-de-estados-unidos-evidencia-corrupcion-grave-y-serias-restricciones-a-la-libertad-de-expresion-en-panama/
https://focopanama.com/informe-de-estados-unidos-evidencia-corrupcion-grave-y-serias-restricciones-a-la-libertad-de-expresion-en-panama/
https://uploads.mwp.mprod.getusinfo.com/uploads/sites/10/2023/03/PANAMA-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT_final-ESP-2.docx.pdf
https://uploads.mwp.mprod.getusinfo.com/uploads/sites/10/2023/03/PANAMA-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT_final-ESP-2.docx.pdf
https://www.bakerlaw.com/alerts/us-department-of-commerce-updates-commerce-control-list
https://www.dlapiper.com/en-ca/insights/publications/2023/03/canadian-federal-beneficial-ownership-registry
https://www.dlapiper.com/en-ca/insights/publications/2023/03/canadian-federal-beneficial-ownership-registry
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/law-and-crime/article/3215422/hong-kong-police-crack-money-laundering-syndicate-suspected-processing-hk119-million-2-months
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/law-and-crime/article/3215422/hong-kong-police-crack-money-laundering-syndicate-suspected-processing-hk119-million-2-months


GERMAN CONSTITUTIONAL COURT CONFIRMS GENERALISED DATA RETENTION ILLEGAL 

On 30 March, EurActiv reported that, after 7 years of ambiguity regarding the German law on data 

retention, the German Federal Constitutional Court ruled it inapplicable and incompatible with EU 

law.  The ruling confirms the stance of the EU Court of Justice in September, according to which the 

German law on data retention no longer has any legal effect and can no longer be applied.  The 

invalidated norm provided for the storing of all call data, text messages, and IP addresses, including 

the location information of the entire population. 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/data-protection/news/german-constitutional-court-confirms-

generalised-data-retention-illegal/ 

 

UK: HUNDREDS OF ARRESTS AND MILLIONS IN ASSETS SEIZED IN MONTH TACKLING FRAUD 

A news release from NCA on 29 March advised that the NCA’s National Economic Crime Centre had 

led a successful operation working closely with City of London Police and other policing partners 

against suspected fraudsters across the UK.  The month-long activity, which resulted in 290 arrests 

by police forces, ROCUs and the NCA, included high-value seizures, such as a BMW M5 Competition 

worth £96,000, and multiple luxury items including Rolex watches and jewellery.  More than £6.2 

million in assets was also seized or restrained. 

https://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/news/operation-henhouse-hundreds-of-arrests-and-

millions-in-assets-seized-in-month-tackling-fraud 

https://www.policeprofessional.com/news/hundreds-of-arrests-and-millions-of-pounds-in-assets-

seized-in-crackdown-on-fraud/  

 

AFTER 2-YEAR DELAY, ACCUSED INTERNATIONAL MONEY LAUNDERER AND BULK CASH SMUGGLER 

EXTRADITED FROM BVI 

On 30 March, a post from Kenneth Rijock said that Nyron Erickson, accused in the US of international 

money laundering and bulk cash smuggling, has been extradited from the BVI to face those charges, 

after a 2-year delay in the proceedings.   

https://rijock.blogspot.com/2023/03/after-two-year-delay-accused.html 

 

UK: ECONOMIC CRIME PLAN 2023 TO 2026 

On 30 March, the Home Office announced that the Government, law enforcement and private 

sector had agreed on a new plan to crack down on money laundering, kleptocracy and sanctions 

evasion.  The Economic Crime Plan 2 is said to build on the foundations of its predecessor with new 

actions to improve the system-wide response to economic crime through enhanced cooperation 
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between government, law enforcement, supervisory agencies and the private sector.  The Plan 

provides for 475 new highly-trained financial crime investigators, spread across intelligence, 

enforcement and asset recovery at key agencies.  This increased capacity will be targeted toward the 

detection and disruption of money laundering, and the recovery of an additional £1 billion in 

criminal assets over the next 10 years.  The 3-year plan focuses on achieving tangible outcomes, and 

commits to - 

• reducing money laundering and recovering more criminal assets; 

• combatting kleptocracy and driving down sanctions evasion; and 

• cutting fraud. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-plan-puts-uk-at-the-forefront-of-fight-against-

economic-crime 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/economic-crime 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/economic-crime-plan-2023-to-2026 

 

PAKISTANI ARMED GROUPS OBTAIN US WEAPONS LEFT BEHIND IN AFGHANISTAN 

On 29 March, Rferl reported that when the US pulled out its forces from Afghanistan in 2021, it left 

behind around $7 billion worth of military equipment and weapons, including firearms, 

communications gear, and even armoured vehicles.  Since the Taliban takeover, some of the military 

gear and weapons have turned up in neighbouring Pakistan, where they have been used by armed 

groups, according to experts and security officials. 

https://www.rferl.org/a/pakistan-armed-groups-obtain-us-weapons-left-in-

afghanistan/32340664.html 

 

ENHANCING MARITIME CYBERSECURITY 

On 28 March, the US-based Foundation for the Defense of Democracies published a report saying 

that a cyberattack against a complex maritime ecosystem could be devastating to the stability of the 

global economy. US Government and industry efforts to protect against such attacks, however, are 

lagging.  The report is divided into 3 sections. The first section looks at how the cyber threat to the 
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maritime transportation system (MTS) has evolved in recent years.  The next discusses US 

Government efforts to address cyber issues affecting the MTS.  Last is a section with 

recommendations for Congress to ensure uninterrupted commerce and the movement of goods and 

people across US borders. 

https://cybersolarium.org/csc-2-0-reports/full-steam-ahead-enhancing-maritime-cybersecurity/ 

 

GERMANY REPORTEDLY FORMING NEW AML AGENCY 

On 29 March. PYMNTS said that Germany is reportedly forming a new agency focused on AML and 

sanctions efforts.  The Federal Authority for Fighting Financial Crime will absorb the country’s 

existing FIU.  A Bill creating the new agency will be introduced in Germany’s federal parliament 

within months. 

https://www.pymnts.com/consumer-finance/2023/greenlight-extends-family-finance-offering-to-

banks/ 

 

ROMAN ABRAMOVICH SECRETLY FUNDED THE TAKEOVER OF A MAJOR DUTCH FOOTBALL CLUB 

AND THEN BANKROLLED IT FOR YEARS WHILE HE WAS CHELSEA OWNER 

On 29 March, the Bureau of Investigative Journalism published its report based on leaked 

documents in which it appears to have covertly funded the 2010 acquisition of Vitesse Arnhem via a 

complex network of offshore entities before going on to channel at least €117 million to the club.  

https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/stories/2023-03-29/roman-abramovich-bankrolled-major-

dutch-club-while-chelsea-owner 

 

ARMENIAN PROXIES TRAVEL THE WORLD TO HELP OLIGARCHS SECRECTLY MOVE MILLIONS 

On 28 March, HETQ in Armenia claimed that, since 2017, nearly 100 Armenians have helped a 

network of companies used by East European oligarchs to move millions of dollars, move assets from 

closed banks abroad, and pay for lobby services in the US.   

https://hetq.am/en/article/154418 

 

SPAIN TIGHTENS RULES ON STS OIL TRANSFERS 

On 29 March, Hellenic Shipping News reported that Spain has toughened its restrictions on ship-to-

ship oil transfers after experiencing a significant increase in the number of such transfers along its 

coastline. 

https://insurancemarinenews.com/insurance-marine-news/spain-tightens-rules-on-sts-oil-transfers/ 
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WORLD BANK DEBARS VANUATU COMPANY FOR FRAUDULENT PRACTICE 

On 29 March, a post on the FCPA Blog advised that the World Bank had debarred a Vanuatu power 

and communication company for fraudulent practices connected to a project in that country.  PCS 

Limited and its affiliates are ineligible to participate in projects and operations financed by the World 

Bank Group during the 15-month debarment.  The debarment also qualifies for cross-debarment by 

the Asian Development Bank, the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the Inter-

American Development Bank, and the African Development Bank. 

https://fcpablog.com/2023/03/29/world-bank-debars-vanuatu-company-for-fraudulent-practice/ 

 

GABON: THE BONGO FAMILY IS THE STATE 

On 30 March, World Politics Review published an article about the situation in Gabon #, saying that, 

after already 14 years in power (and that in succession to his father, who ruled the country from 

1967), President Ali Bongo has engaged in a series of carrot-and-stick manoeuvres designed to 

smooth the way for him to maintain power. It says that Gabon’s electoral democracy is a thin veneer 

for a kinship-based political order at the centre of which sits the Bongo family. 

https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/gabon-africa-president-elections-bongo-regime-politics 

 

US AMENDS EAR TO INCLUDE HUMAN RIGHTS PROTECTION AS A BASIS FOR ADDING ENTITIES TO 

THE ENTITY LIST 

On 30 March, Crowell Moring advised that the Commerce Department had amended the Export 

Administration Regulations (EAR) to confirm that protecting human rights worldwide is a basis for 

adding entities to the Entity List. Additionally, BIS added 11 entities from Burma, China, Nicaragua, 

and Russia to the Entity List. 

https://www.cmtradelaw.com/2023/03/bis-amends-ear-to-include-human-rights-protection-as-a-

basis-for-adding-entities-to-the-entity-list/ 

 

FinCEN ISSUES GUIDANCE ON THE “WHO, WHAT, WHEN” OF BENEFICIAL OWNERSHIP 

INFORMATION REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

On 29 March, Crowell Moring published an article saying that, on 23 March, FinCEN published 

guidance regarding its new beneficial ownership information reporting requirements, which will take 

effect 1 January 2024. 

https://www.crowell.com/NewsEvents/AlertsNewsletters/all/FinCEN-Issues-Guidance-on-the-Who-

What-When-of-Beneficial-Ownership-Information-Reporting-Requirements 
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EU: VAT COMMITTEE WORKING PAPER ON TREATMENT OF NFT 

On 23 March, KPMG reported that the EU’s advisory VAT Committee had published Working Paper 

1060 regarding an EC question on non-fungible tokens (NFT).  It explains that the Committee was set 

up to promote the uniform application of the provisions of the EU VAT Directive.  The Working Paper 

is the first EU-wide policy document on this subject and lays out the EC’s initial reflections on the 

VAT treatment that should be applied to NFT. 

https://kpmg.com/us/en/home/insights/2023/03/tnf-eu-vat-committee-working-paper-treatment-

nfts.html 

https://www.vatupdate.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/WP-1060-Commission-question-on-non-

fungible-tokens.pdf 

 

OFAC SANCTIONS SLOVAK FACILITATOR FOR ATTEMPTED ARMS DEALS BETWEEN NORTH KOREA 

AND RUSSIA   

On 30 March, OFAC announced that it had sanctioned 1 individual for attempting to facilitate arms 

deals between Russia and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK).  Slovakian 

national Ashot Mkrtychev was designated for having attempted to, directly or indirectly, import, 

export, or reexport to, into, or from the DPRK arms or related materiel. 

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/financial-sanctions/recent-actions/20230330 

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy1377 

 

OFAC DELETIONS FROM SANCTIONS LISTS 

On 30 March OFAC announced a large number of deletions, of individuals and entities, being made 

from its sanctions lists.  All had originally been listed in connection with drug trafficking. 

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/financial-sanctions/recent-actions/20230330 

 

PHILIPPINES: RELIGIOUS GROUP MEMBER RELEASING FUNDS TO COMMUNIST GROUP CONVICTED OF 

TERRORIST FINANCING 

On 27 March, Business World reported that a court had convicted a member of a religious group for 

terrorist financing, after a cashier of the Rural Missionaries of the Philippines (RMP) was convicted of 

55 counts of being an accessory to terrorist financing. She had knowledge of the group’s members 

distributing funds to the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) and its armed wing the New 

People’s Army (NPA).  In August, government prosecutors indicted 16 members of the religious 

group whom the government accused of financing activities of the CPP-NPA, based on testimonies of 

ex-rebels.   
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https://www.bworldonline.com/the-nation/2023/03/27/513226/religious-group-member-releasing-

funds-to-communist-group-convicted-of-terrorist-financing/ 

 

FIRST CONVICTION IN NEW YORK FOR RECRUTING FOR AND SUPPORTING ISIS 

On 23 March, a news release from the New York DA announced the sentencing of TREVOR WILLIAM 

FORREST (aka “SHAIKH ABDULLAH FAISAL and “SHAIKH FAISAL”), 59, for recruiting, soliciting, and 

inspiring students and followers to pledge allegiance to, travel to, join and commit acts of terrorism 

on behalf of the Islamic State (“ISIS” or “ISIL”).  Faisal was sentenced to 18 years in state prison. 

https://www.manhattanda.org/d-a-bragg-announces-all-count-trial-conviction-of-radical-cleric-

shaikh-faisal-for-recruiting-supporters-and-facilitating-efforts-to-join-isis-2/ 

 

OFAC: AMENDED FAQ – RUSSIAN “EXIT TAX” 

On 30 March, OFAC issued an updated version of an FAQ issued on 24 February re the payment of 

the so-called “exit tax” prior to the divestment of assets located in the Russian Federation.  Payment 

of exit taxes is not considered ordinarily incident and necessary to day-to-day operations in the 

Russian Federation and, thus, is not authorized under the relevant General License.  Therefore, U.S. 

persons whose divestment of assets in the Russian Federation will involve a payment of such an 

“exit tax” should seek a specific license from OFAC.  

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/financial-sanctions/faqs/1118 

 

US SANCTIONS: SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN WELLS FARGO BANK AND OFAC 

On 30 March, OFAC announced that Wells Fargo Bank NA had agreed to remit $30,000,000 to settle 

its potential civil liability for apparent violations of sanctions against Iran, Syria, and Sudan.   For 

about 7 years beginning in 2008 and ending in 2015, Wells Fargo and its predecessor, Wachovia 

Bank, provided a foreign bank located in Europe with software that the foreign bank then used to 

process trade finance transactions with US-sanctioned jurisdictions and persons. 

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/financial-sanctions/recent-actions/20230330_33 

 

FinCEN ANALYSIS OF BUSINESS EMAIL COMPROMISE (BEC) IN THE REAL ESTATE SECTOR REVEALS 

THREAT PATTERNS AND TRENDS 

On 30 March, FinCEN issued a Financial Trends Analysis on patterns and trends identified in Bank 

Secrecy Act (BSA) data relating to business email compromise (BEC) fraud in the real estate sector in 

2020 and 2021.  The report contains relevant information for the public, particularly individual 

homebuyers and the multiple entities involved in real estate transactions.  It is said that analysis 
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https://www.manhattanda.org/d-a-bragg-announces-all-count-trial-conviction-of-radical-cleric-shaikh-faisal-for-recruiting-supporters-and-facilitating-efforts-to-join-isis-2/
https://www.manhattanda.org/d-a-bragg-announces-all-count-trial-conviction-of-radical-cleric-shaikh-faisal-for-recruiting-supporters-and-facilitating-efforts-to-join-isis-2/
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/financial-sanctions/faqs/1118
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/financial-sanctions/recent-actions/20230330_33


indicates that individual homebuyers suffer disproportionately from incidents of business email 

compromise in the real estate sector; and the most common victims of impersonation were 

individuals and entities involved in the title and closing processes within a real estate transaction.  It 

emphasizes the critical role of timely reporting of cyber-enabled crime to enable FinCEN and law 

enforcement to interdict, freeze, and recover funds stolen through cyber-enabled fraud, such as 

BEC. 

 

https://www.fincen.gov/news/news-releases/fincen-analysis-business-email-compromise-real-

estate-sector-reveals-threat 

https://www.fincen.gov/sites/default/files/shared/Financial_Trend_Analysis_BEC_FINAL.pdf 

 

NAO SOUNDS ALARM OVER SURGING FRAUD LEVELS IN UK GOVERNMENT SPENDING 

On 30 March, Civil Service World reported that the level of fraud in government spending has almost 

quadrupled to £21 billion over the past 2 years and most public bodies cannot demonstrate they 

have appropriate resources to deal with the risks they face, the National Audit Office has warned.  It 

is estimated that in 2020-2021 there was between £33.2 billion and £58.8 billion of fraud and error 

in government spending and income unrelated to the pandemic across the whole of the public 

sector.  According to the NAO report, 84% of government counter-fraud staff work for either HMRC 

or the Department for Work & Pensions. 

https://www.civilserviceworld.com/news/article/nao-sounds-alarm-over-surging-fraud-levels-in-

government-spending-27699 

https://www.fincen.gov/news/news-releases/fincen-analysis-business-email-compromise-real-estate-sector-reveals-threat
https://www.fincen.gov/news/news-releases/fincen-analysis-business-email-compromise-real-estate-sector-reveals-threat
https://www.fincen.gov/sites/default/files/shared/Financial_Trend_Analysis_BEC_FINAL.pdf
https://www.civilserviceworld.com/news/article/nao-sounds-alarm-over-surging-fraud-levels-in-government-spending-27699
https://www.civilserviceworld.com/news/article/nao-sounds-alarm-over-surging-fraud-levels-in-government-spending-27699


 

https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/tackling-fraud-and-corruption-against-

government.pdf 

 

BRAZIL MAY SUE VW AMID CLAIMS FIRM USED ‘SLAVE LABOUR’ UNDER MILITARY RULE 

On 30 March, the Guardian reported that the Brazilian Government is considering taking Volkswagen 

to court over allegations of the use of slave labour at a ranch, after talks over compensating workers 

failed. 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/mar/30/brazil-to-sue-volkswagen-over-

claims-of-slavery-during-military-dictatorship 

 

USERS OF ROBLOX, THE WILDLY POPULAR CHILDREN'S VIDEO GAME PLATFORM, MAY BEEN 

INVOLVED IN MONEY LAUNDERING  

On 30 March, Forbes reported claims in court in the US that 300 users are purportedly laundering 

money by using in-game currency to purchase fake in-game goods.  The claim was made in a case in 

which it is alleged that Roblox arbitrarily removed some in-game items from players after they’d 

been sold, depriving that player of both the item, and the money they had already paid for it. 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/cyrusfarivar/2023/03/30/hundreds-of-roblox-users-may-be-engaged-

in-money-laundering-court-filing-says/?sh=375e62d9381c 

 

https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/tackling-fraud-and-corruption-against-government.pdf
https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/tackling-fraud-and-corruption-against-government.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/mar/30/brazil-to-sue-volkswagen-over-claims-of-slavery-during-military-dictatorship
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/mar/30/brazil-to-sue-volkswagen-over-claims-of-slavery-during-military-dictatorship
https://www.forbes.com/sites/cyrusfarivar/2023/03/30/hundreds-of-roblox-users-may-be-engaged-in-money-laundering-court-filing-says/?sh=375e62d9381c
https://www.forbes.com/sites/cyrusfarivar/2023/03/30/hundreds-of-roblox-users-may-be-engaged-in-money-laundering-court-filing-says/?sh=375e62d9381c


BRITISH COLUMBIA INTRODUCES MEASURES TO COMBAT MONEY LAUNDERING, INCLUDES 

ORDERS TO EXPLAIN WEALTH 

On 30 March, The Province reported that unexplained wealth orders would have to be applied for in 

each case through the courts and meet certain tests.  These would be part of new measures to 

combat money laundering, including legislation that could compel owners to explain where wealth 

came from to purchase assets such as luxury houses and cars.  Other changes to forfeiture laws also 

include eliminating the 10-year limitation period on forfeiture proceedings and making it easier to 

access information from public bodies and organisations such as real estate boards. 

https://theprovince.com/business/b-c-introduces-measures-to-combat-money-laundering-includes-

orders-to-explain-wealth 
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