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PART OF KINAHAN CARTEL’S €1 BILLION FORTUNE ‘LAUNDERED THROUGH BRITISH AND 

AMERICAN FILM INDUSTRIES’ 

On 5 March, the Sunday Times reported claims that a high-profile financier based in Dubai is 

suspected of laundering part of the Kinahan cartel’s €1 billion fortune through the British and 

American film industries.  It is also alleged that a European national who lives in Bangkok has been 

identified as one of the Kinahans’ “bagmen”. He has been implicated in attempts to transfer €226 

million held on deposit in a Hong Kong bank, for us in attempts to transfer small amounts into 

investment funds in such places as the Cayman Islands, BVI and the Isle of Man.  It is said that the 

cartel has invested in holiday resorts, sport promotion companies in Asia and distilleries in Australia, 

and has also put hundreds of millions of euros in high-yield investment portfolios in Asia, which it is 

now trying to move to offshore accounts. 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/2774c2a8-badb-11ed-9175-

9df34c1978e4?shareToken=a20371ef299094b9bff2611bcd656e56 

 

UGANDA: STANBIC BANK FRAUD DEFENDANTS APPLY FOR BAIL 

On 4 March, New Vision in Uganda reported that 5 former members of staff at the bank, who are 

alleged to be behind a $2.5 million loss last year, have applied for bail.  On 27 February, an eleventh 

person was charged with money laundering in connection with the case. 

https://www.newvision.co.ug/category/news/stanbic-bank-employees-in-sh91b-fraud-case-se-

155132 

 

EU COUNTRIES ARE STRUGGLING TO HANDLE EVER-GROWING AMOUNTS OF USED TEXTILES AND 

CLOTHING: MOST OF IT ENDS UP BEING EXPORTED TO AFRICA AND ASIA 

On 5 March, an article from EurActiv said that textiles are the fourth largest source of pressure on 

the environment and climate change after food, housing and transport, according to the European 

Environment Agency.  The environmental pressure of textiles is not only exerted upstream in the 

production process – it also comes back at the end of the value chain, when textiles are discarded.  A 

large proportion of used textiles are exported to Africa and Asia, where their fate is “highly 

uncertain, as limited and mostly anecdotal evidence is available”, the EEA says.  The amount of used 

textiles exported from the EU has tripled over the last 2 decades. 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/circular-economy/news/from-europe-to-africa-and-asia-the-

journey-of-discarded-textiles/ 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/2774c2a8-badb-11ed-9175-9df34c1978e4?shareToken=a20371ef299094b9bff2611bcd656e56
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/2774c2a8-badb-11ed-9175-9df34c1978e4?shareToken=a20371ef299094b9bff2611bcd656e56
https://www.newvision.co.ug/category/news/stanbic-bank-employees-in-sh91b-fraud-case-se-155132
https://www.newvision.co.ug/category/news/stanbic-bank-employees-in-sh91b-fraud-case-se-155132
https://www.euractiv.com/section/circular-economy/news/from-europe-to-africa-and-asia-the-journey-of-discarded-textiles/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/circular-economy/news/from-europe-to-africa-and-asia-the-journey-of-discarded-textiles/


 

LIBYAN INTERIOR MINISTER ARRESTED IN PARIS WITH ‘LARGE SUM OF CASH’ 

On 4 March, EurActiv reported the “temporary” minister was arrested at Charles de Gaulle airport 

“carrying a large sum of cash”, and was released after several hours.  In 2018, the US State 

Department alleged that Emad Trabelsi was listed as a militia man and “recipient of unlawfully 

obtained funds”, adding that he was controlling an armed group called ‘Special Operation 

Forces’, “which collected around 5,000 dinars [$3,600] per tanker passing through its checkpoints”. 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/migration/news/libyan-interior-minister-arrested-in-paris-with-

large-sum-of-cash/ 

 

FIREARMS AND DRUG TRAFFICKING FEEDING HAITI’S CASCADING SECURITY CRISES 

On 2 March, a news release from the UN Office on Drugs and Crime reported that increasingly 

sophisticated and high-calibre firearms and ammunition are being trafficked into crisis-hit Haiti, 

according to a new assessment from UNODC.  Haiti also remains a trans-shipment country for drugs, 

primarily cocaine and cannabis entering via boat or plane at public, private and informal ports as 

well as clandestine runways.   

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/releases/2023/March/firearms--drug-trafficking-feeding-

haitis-cascading-security-crises_-new-unodc-assessment.html 

https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/toc/Haiti_assessment_UNODC.pdf 

See also - https://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2023/mar/03/democracy-is-dead-how-gang-

violence-has-paralysed-haiti-video-explainer  

 

FUEL TRAFFICKING IN THE SAHEL 

On 28 February, the UN Office on Drugs and Crime issued this report saying that there are 4 major 

fuel trafficking flows into the Sahel countries: from Nigeria via Benin to Burkina Faso and Mali; from 

Nigeria via the Niger to Mali; from Algeria to Mali; and from Libya to the Niger and Chad.  It appears 

that the low fuel prices in Algeria, Libya and Nigeria are among the most significant drivers of fuel 

trafficking in the Sahel.  In addition to fuel trafficking, cheap gasoline and diesel also fuel the 

activities of illegal non-state armed groups, including groups deemed “terrorist” by the international 

community.  Moreover, it says, there are some indications that there may be deeper linkages to 

other forms of smuggling, such as trafficking in medical products, drugs and firearms. 
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https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/tocta_sahel/TOCTA_Sahel_fuel_2023.pdf 

 

HISTORIC DEAL TO PROTECT INTERNATIONAL WATERS FINALLY REACHED AT UN 

On 5 March, the Guardian reported that UN member states finally agreed on a treaty to protect the 

high seas.  The treaty will provide a legal framework for establishing vast marine protected areas 

(MPA) to protect against the loss of wildlife and share out the genetic resources of the high seas.  It 

will establish a conference of the parties (Cop) that will meet periodically and enable member states 

to be held to account on issues such as governance and biodiversity. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/mar/05/high-seas-treaty-agreement-to-protect-

international-waters-finally-reached-at-un 

 

HOW WIRECARD “HIRED SPIES AND LAWYERS TO SILENCE CRITICS” 

On 4 March, the Guardian carried an article saying that a court case provides a glimpse into world of 

corporate espionage and reputation management.  A claim lodged in the High Court in London 

details allegations of covert surveillance by a law firm acting for Wirecard, and hacked 

communications and proposals for hi-tech attacks to intercept mobile phone data by others, 

including unknown operators. 

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2023/mar/04/covert-cameras-alleged-hacking-how-bust-

payments-company-wirecard-hired-spies-lawyers-silence-critics 
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PRIVATE EQUITY: A NEW CHALLENGE TO TRANSPARENCY IN THE ARMS INDUSTRY 

On 5 March, an OpEd piece from SIPRI in the Eurasia Review said that 2 large arms and military 

services companies in the US had recently been acquired by private equity firms, and that both their 

arms sales were considered to “have a high degree of uncertainty”.  It is said that a growing number 

of arms producers and military service providers are being acquired by private equity investors, 

which are not subject to the same public financial reporting obligations as publicly listed companies; 

and that this has important implications for scrutiny of a sector that is central to issues of peace and 

security. 

https://www.eurasiareview.com/05032023-going-private-equity-a-new-challenge-to-transparency-

in-the-arms-industry-analysis/ 

 

TRANSPARENCY AND TRACEABILITY: A MUST IN THE CLOTHING INDUSTRY 

On 2 March, the UN Economic Commission for Europe issued a news release saying that research 

has shown that 65% of procurement leaders across sectors have limited or no visibility beyond their 

tier-1 suppliers, and that only 6% of procurement leaders say they have full transparency of their 

entire supply chain.  Typically, the more upstream suppliers are in the value chain, the less oversight 

and control lead companies have over them, but this is also where the worst social and 

environmental impacts are often found.  It is said that UNECE and its project “The Sustainability 

Pledge” are effectively preparing stakeholders, governments and actors in the textile and leather 

industry to take up traceability and transparency approaches, with support of advanced 

technologies.  The “toolbox” includes implementation guidelines, traceability and information 

exchange standards, blockchain pilots and capacity-building, offers practical solutions to every 

business in the value chain no matter which size, location or stage in the chain.  

https://unece.org/circular-economy/news/innovation-transparency-and-traceability-must-clothing-

industry 

https://thesustainabilitypledge.org/index.html 

 

GLOBAL PIRACY INCIDENTS HAVE DROPPED FOR THE SECOND YEAR IN A ROW, BUT HOT SPOTS 

FOR VIOLENT ATTACKS AGAINST SHIPS AND CREWS REMAIN 

On 4 March, a report in Hellenic Shipping News reported that incidents reported to the International 

Maritime Bureau’s Piracy Reporting Centre’s might have dropped for the second year in a row, but 

hot spots for violent attacks against ships and crews remain.  The latest annual report noted 115 

reported incidents of piracy and armed robbery against ships in 2022, compared with 132 reports in 
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2021 - 107 ships boarded, 5 attempted attacks, 2 vessels highjacked and 1 fired upon.  However,  the 

risk to crew remains with 41 crew taken hostage, 6 each assaulted and threatened and 2 kidnapped.  

There has been a reduction in piracy in the waters of the Gulf of Guinea and at Callao Anchorage in 

Peru, but an increase in armed robberies against vessels in the Singapore Strait.  

https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/piracy-down-but-need-for-vigilance-remains/ 

 

JERSEY CRYPTOCURRENCY FRAUD TOTALS £600,000 IN 3 MONTHS 

On 28 February, the BBC reported that the States of Jersey Police's Joint Financial Crime Unit said 

that Islanders falling victim to online cryptocurrency investment frauds have reported more than 

£600,000 in losses in the past 3 months. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-jersey-64785532 

 

CANADA: A SINGLE FOREIGN WORKER BLEW THE LID OFF A MASSIVE INTERNATIONAL 

TRAFFICKING RING NORTH OF TORONTO 

On 3 March, CBC reported that police north of Toronto say they have rescued 64 Mexican migrants 

exploited by an international labour trafficking ring and in living conditions so deplorable that 

officers themselves have been left shaken.  A senior officer is quoted as saying that the people are 

coerced with promises of a better life, decent wages, quality housing and eventually documentation. 

These are almost always false promises. 

https://www-cbc-ca.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/www.cbc.ca/amp/1.6767167 
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