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HACKED RESUME GIVES INSIDE LOOK AT WAGNER GROUP FOUNDER YEVGENY PRIGOZHIN 

On 2 March, The Intercept published details from a hacked 2021 document, described as a bullet-

point biography of Prigozhin that appears to have been drafted by the law firm that represents 

him as they then worked to contest his growing reputation as a global warlord. However, it says, 

notably absent from this detailed biography is his role at the helm of the Wagner Group, a role he 

was contesting at the time – including by means of the failed attempt to sue Bellingcat’s founder 

for defamation.  

https://theintercept.com/2023/03/02/yevgeny-prigozhin-hacked-resume 

 

NEW ZEALAND: MINISTRY OF JUSTICE SEEKS FEEDBACK ON DRAFT AML/CFT REGULATIONS 

On 1 March, Minter Ellison Rudd Watts published an article about a draft set of regulations that 

would be made under the Anti-Money Laundering and Countering Financing of Terrorism Act 2009 

(AML/CFT Act).  The public consultation on these closes on 14 April. 

https://www.minterellison.co.nz/insights/ministry-of-justice-seeks-feedback-on-draft-aml-cft-

regulations-time-is-short 

 

UK: THE FORFEITURE ACT 1982 - THE LAW PREVENTS AND WHO HAS UNLAWFULLY KILLED 

ANOTHER FROM ACQUIRING ANY BENEFIT IN THEIR ESTATE 

On 1 March, Boyes Turner LLP published an article about this legislation, including some examples of 

recent cases where an application has been made to court to modify the effect of the law. 

https://www.boyesturner.com/news-and-insights/forfeiture-act-1982 

 

US ATTORNEY’S OFFICES ISSUE NATIONWIDE CORPORATE VOLUNTARY SELF-DISCLOSURE POLICY - 

BENEFITS FOR COMPANIES THAT VOLUNTARILY AND TIMELY SELF-REPORT MISCONDUCT  

On 6 March the Compliance & Enforcement blog from the Program on Corporate Compliance and 

Enforcement at the New York University School of Law published this post about a policy statement 

which standardises what was previously a patchwork of different practices across US Attorney’s 

Offices and fills a gap where no comprehensive voluntary self-disclosure policy previously existed.  

https://wp.nyu.edu/compliance_enforcement/2023/03/05/u-s-attorneys-offices-issue-nationwide-

corporate-voluntary-self-disclosure-policy/ 
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US SANCTIONS AFFECT 3 PANAMA-FLAG SHIPS 

On 6 March, Panama America reported that the US Department of State had designated 6 entities 

that have been involved in the transportation or sale of Iranian petroleum products or 

petrochemicals.  Among the vessels affected were the Panamanian-flagged vessels Panamax Golden 

and Panamax Phoenix, as well as the liquefied gas carrier Gas Cathar. 

https://www.panamaamerica.com.pa/politica/barcos-de-bandera-panamena-conectados-sanciones-

de-eeuu-1218948 

 

US COAST GUARD PRAISES THE DECISION TO CANCEL 34 LICENCES OF PANAMANIAN VESSELS 

LINKED TO ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED (IUU) FISHING 

On 5 March, ANP Panama reported that discussions also included the case of a Panamanian-flagged 

vessel which did not allow inspection by the USCG on the high sea, in accordance with current 

national and international regulations.  The vessel in question was fined $ 300,000, had its fishing 

licence and its registration cancelled.  In addition, the captain was fined $25,000. 

https://www.anpanama.com/13818-Reconocen-lucha-de-Panama-contra-la-Pesca-Ilegal-no-

Declarada-y-no-Reglamentada.note.aspx 

 

JAPAN AND SOUTH KOREA TO RESUME TALKS ON EXPORT CONTROL REVIEW 

On 6 March, Nippon.com reported that the 2 countries will promptly resume talks to review Japan's 

strengthened restrictions on exports of semiconductor materials to South Korea, and that South 

Korea will halt dispute settlement procedures it filed with the WTO.  In 2019, Japan tightened 

controls on exports to South Korea of 3 semiconductor-related items, citing military diversion and 

other security concerns. It also excluded South Korea from its "white" list of trusted trading partners 

qualified for preferential treatment in export procedures. 

https://www.nippon.com/en/news/yjj2023030600651/japan-s-korea-to-resume-talks-on-export-

control-review.html 

https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20230306006251320 

 

RUSSIA IS SUCCESSFULLY EVADING WESTERN TECHNOLOGY SANCTIONS 

On 6 March, bne Intellinews carried an article citing a Bloomberg report that Russia has managed to 

largely bypass Western sanctions on technology and semiconductor imports to supply itself with 

technology to keep its economy working and build sophisticated weapons.  It refers to the Turkish 

route, the Baltic States route and the Middle Corridor route (using the Trans-Caspian International 
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Transport Route or TITR connecting East Asia to Europe via Kazakhstan, the Caspian Sea, Azerbaijan, 

Georgia and Turkey.  

https://www.bne.eu/russia-is-successfully-evading-western-technology-sanctions-

271899/?source=turkey 

 

45 CRIMINAL CASES ARE BEING INVESTIGATED IN THE NETHERLANDS TO CIRCUMVENT EU 

SANCTIONS 

On 5 March, the Odessa Journal reported that the Dutch prosecutor’s office opened 45 criminal 

cases against companies and individuals suspected of circumventing sanctions against Russia.  It says 

that it is noted that direct exports from EU countries to Russia fell sharply after the imposition of 

sanctions.  But exports to countries close to Russia and exports from these countries further to 

Russia are increasing.  This may indicate an attempt to circumvent the imposed sanctions. 

https://odessa-journal.com/45-criminal-cases-are-being-investigated-in-the-netherlands-to-

circumvent-eu-sanctions-against-russia/ 

 

FORMER HONORARY CONSUL ACCUSED OF FINANCING HEZBOLLAH INDICTED IN US ON MONEY 

LAUNDERING AND TERRORISM COUNTS 

On 6 March, Pro Publica reported that one of the “shadow diplomats” identified in a global 

investigation by ProPublica and ICIJ, and sanctioned by the US for allegedly funnelling money to 

Hezbollah had been arrested in Romania, with US officials seeking his extradition.  He had been 

appointed as an honorary consul in Lebanon by the government of Gambia in 2005. The Gambian 

government terminated his appointment in 2017. 

https://www.propublica.org/article/honorary-consuls-mohammad-ibrahim-bazzi-terrorism 

 

AUSTRIAN GAMBLERS STRUGGLE TO RECOVER MONEY LOST ON GAMBLING SITES HELD TO BE 

ILLEGAL 

On 5 March, the Financial Times reported that the country’s Supreme Court had ruled that 888.com 

and Flutter had been operating illegally in Austria, as they violated a state monopoly.  While 

gamblers have so far recovered substantial amounts, others have not, with 888 and Flutter (which 

owns PokerStars) cited as resisting payment. 

https://www.ft.com/content/f74ad08f-46db-4ae5-aa33-e9c708e94057 
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GENERAL COURT OF THE EU SUSPENDS THE EFFECT OF EU TARGETED SANCTIONS ON RACING 

DRIVER NIKITA MAZEPIN PENDING THE MAIN HEARING 

On 6 March, the EU Sanctions blog reported that the court for the first time suspended the effect of 

EU targeted sanctions on an individual pending the main hearing of the case in which he challenges 

his inclusion on the EU sanctions list.  The man was designated in September 2022 on the grounds 

that the company of which his father was chairman is the main sponsor of his Formula 1 team.  The 

court also allowed him to enter the EU to take steps strictly necessary to negotiate his recruitment 

as a Formula 1 driver provided that he undertook to race under a neutral flag. 

https://www.europeansanctions.com/2023/03/eu-court-suspends-parts-of-eu-sanctions-on-nikita-

mazepin-until-full-hearing/ 

 

INSIDER-TRADING CASES ONCE DEEMED TOO HARD ARE NOW TARGETS OF US GOVERNMENT 

On 3 March, the Wall Street Journal reported that what distinguishes the new targets is the use of 

prearranged trading plans, which chief executives and other officers of public companies have 

historically used to insulate themselves from accusations of insider trading.  Executives set up the 

plans, often with the advice or approval of a company lawyer, and put their often lucrative sales of 

company stock on autopilot. 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/insider-trading-cases-once-deemed-too-hard-to-crack-are-now-

targets-of-u-s-government-c5320fac 

 

CRYPTO COMPANIES BEHIND TETHER USED FALSIFIED DOCUMENTS AND SHELL COMPANIES TO 

GET BANK ACCOUNTS 

On 3 March, the Wall Street Journal claimed an exclusive for an article saying that, in late 2018, the 

companies behind the most widely traded cryptocurrency were struggling to maintain their access to 

the global banking system. Some of their backers turned to shadowy intermediaries, falsified 

documents and shell companies to get back in, documents show. 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/crypto-companies-behind-tether-used-falsified-documents-and-shell-

companies-to-get-bank-accounts-f798b0a5 

 

AUSTRALIA: LADBROKES FINED FOR ALLOWING FRAUDSTER TO LOSE $750,000 WITHOUT 

CHECKING SOURCE OF FUNDS 

On 6 March, Gambling Insider News reported that the company was found to have failed in its 

responsibility to limit the spending of a gambler who had stolen millions of dollars from his clients in 

order to fund his gambling addiction. 
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https://gamblingindustrynews.com/news/australia/ladbrokes-fined-licensing-breaches/ 

 

CORRECTION OF EU SANCTIONS REGULATION 

On 6 March, a Corrigendum advised of a correction to Council Regulation (EU) 2023/427 of 

25 February. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2023.068.01.0181.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2023%3A068%3

ATOC 

 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA PM ORDERS BRIBERY PROBE AFTER OCCRP REPORT 

On 6 March, OCCRP reported that the Papua New Guinean Prime Minister James Marape said that 

he had ordered a government probe after an OCCRP investigation revealed questionable offshore 

payments apparently linked to top officials at the country’s state ports company. 

https://www.occrp.org/en/daily/17389-papua-new-guinea-pm-orders-probe-after-occrp-report 

 

CUSTOMS AT VIENNA AIRPORT SEIZED 44,830 COUNTERFEIT BRANDED PRODUCTS FROM CHINA 

On 5 March, Vindobona reported that, in 73 cartons, en route from China via Austria to Poland, 

customs authorities found 44,830 counterfeit products of various product groups and brands. 

https://www.vindobona.org/article/customs-at-vienna-airport-seized-44-830-counterfeit-branded-

products-from-china 

 

PAKISTAN: CUSTOMS SEIZES OVER 1,000 SMUGGLED MOBILES AT LAHORE AIRPORT 

On 5 March, ProPakistani reported that Customs had foiled a bid to smuggle over 1,000 luxury 

mobile phones, drones as well as 5 PlayStations at the Allama Iqbal International Airport.  They were 

seized from a father and son traveling from Abu Dhabi to Lahore. 

https://propakistani.pk/2023/03/05/customs-seizes-over-1000-smuggled-mobiles-at-lahore-airport/ 

 

MULTINATIONAL EFFORT TARGETED SUSPECTED CORE MEMBERS OF THE CRIMINAL GROUP 

RESPONSIBLE FOR CARRYING OUT LARGE-SCALE CYBERATTACKS WITH THE DoppelPaymer 

RANSOMWARE 

A news release from Europol on 6 March announced that German Regional Police and the Ukrainian 

National Police, with support from Europol, the Dutch Police and the FBI, targeted suspected core 

members of the criminal group responsible for carrying out large-scale cyberattacks with the 

DoppelPaymer ransomware, which appeared in 2019.   
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https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/germany-and-ukraine-hit-two-high-

value-ransomware-targets 

 

FRESH PROPOSALS FOR UK DATA PROTECTION REFORM EXPECTED ON 9 MARCH 

On 3 March, an article from Out-Law said that fresh proposals for data protection reform in the UK 

are to be unveiled by the Government, with the existing Data Protection and Digital Information Bill 

before Parliament set to be dumped.   

https://www.pinsentmasons.com/out-law/news/uk-data-protection-reform-9-march 

 

UK: INFORMATION COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE (ICO) HAS PUBLISHED TOP TIPS ON HOW GAME 

DESIGNERS CAN ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH THE CHILDREN’S CODE 

On 6 March, an article from Eversheds Sutherland said that the Code sets out data protection 

standards for online services likely to be used by children (including apps, games, websites and social 

media).  

https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/global/en/what/articles/index.page?ArticleID=en/Data-

Protection/game-designers-childrens-code 

 

EUROJUST SUPPORT TO OPERATION AGAINST CRYPTOCURRENCY FRAUD IN ROMANIA AND 

MOLDOVA 

On 2 March, a news release from Eurojust advised that it had assisted the Romanian and Moldovan 

authorities with dismantling a cryptocurrency scam that has resulted in at least 32 victims, who 

allegedly lost approximately €320 000.  Since at least 2020, it said, the suspects had been luring 

victims into making significant investments in cryptocurrencies by presenting fraudulent predictions 

and results via social media.  

https://www.eurojust.europa.eu/news/support-operation-against-cryptocurrency-fraud-romania-

and-republic-moldova 

 

BEHIND THE SCENES, US OFFICIALS WIELD PATRIOT ACT POWER AGAINST CORRUPT OVERSEAS 

BANKS 

On 2 March, ACAMS reported on the work of a new investigatory unit created by FinCEN, the Global 

Investigations Division.   

https://www.moneylaundering.com/news/behind-the-scenes-us-officials-wield-patriot-act-power-

against-corrupt-overseas-banks/ 
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MEXICO: TELEVISA AGREES TO $95 MILLION SETTLEMENT IN FIFA BRIBERY CASE 

On 2 March, Front Office Sports reported that Grupo Televisa, the major Mexican broadcaster, has settled 

a complaint related to FIFA bribery accusations, with a payment to its investors who said that the bribery 

scandal damaged Televisa’s brand and hurt its stock price. 

https://frontofficesports.com/televisa-agrees-to-95m-settlement-in-fifa-bribery-case/ 

 

COLOMBIA PROSECUTORS TO INVESTIGATE PRESIDENT PETRO'S SON 

On 3 March, Swissinfo reported that Colombia's attorney general's office has said that it will begin 

an investigation into accusations that President Gustavo Petro's oldest son took money from drug 

traffickers in exchange for including them in his father's peace efforts. 

https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/colombia-prosecutors-to-investigate-president-petro-s-

son/48330890 

 

OLIGARCH’S LAWYERS SAY UK CAUSED SERIOUS HARDSHIP BY FREEZING ASSETS 

On 3 March, the Guardian reported claims by Eugene Shvidler, a close associate of Roman 

Abramovich, as he launched a legal claim against the UK sanctions imposed on him.  It is said that 

this is the first such case launched in the UK courts by someone affected by the current Russian 

sanctions. 

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2023/mar/03/oligarchs-lawyers-uk-caused-serious-

hardship-freezing-assets-eugene-shvidler 

 

EGYPT REVIEWS EFFORTS TO COMBAT MONEY LAUNDERING AND TERRORISM FUNDING 

On 6 March, Egypt Independent reported that the Chairman of the Egyptian Money Laundering and 

Terrorist Financing Combating Unit (EMLCU) had reviewed efforts of Egypt to fight money laundering 

crimes and terrorism funding.  He said that Egypt has joined the United Nations Convention against 

Corruption (UNCAC), and had launched the third phase of the national strategy for combating 

corruption, which covers the period from 2023 through 2030. 

https://www.egyptindependent.com/egypt-reviews-efforts-to-combat-money-laundering-terrorism-

funding/ 

 

THREAT FOCUS: RANSOMWARE 

On 6 March, the Office of Cyber-Security and Information Assurance in the Isle of Man published this 

document which is intended to provide an overview of current ransomware threats and threat 
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actors, but as with any threat in cybersecurity, the space is constantly evolving, and it is best to 

continue to stay up to date by periodically reviewing a variety of sources. 

 

https://www.ocsia.im/news-advisories/threat-focus-ransomware/ 

 

JAPAN AND SOUTH KOREA ANNOUNCE THE DE FACTO RESOLUTION OF THEIR DISPUTE OVER 

WARTIME CONSCRIPTED LABOUR 

On 6 March, CSIS reported that the 2 countries which should signal the arrival of a durable and much 

closer partnership.  Although Japan considers the labour issue settled by the 1965 treaty of 

normalisation, South Korea’s Supreme Court brought it back to life in 2018 by ordering 2 Japanese 

companies to pay compensation to Korean labourers and their heirs. 

https://pardot.csis.org/webmail/906722/1502015926/9775dc179c1efaf4fb26772bb0aee380788820

b67735ffa1c168eca40e35823f 

 

DUTCH GAMBLING REGULATOR HAS ISSUED OVER €26 MILLION IN FINES TO 5 OPERATORS AFTER 

RULING THEY BREACHED RULES BY OFFERING ONLINE GAMBLING IN THE COUNTRY WITHOUT A 

LICENCE 

On 3 March, iGB reported that the penalties were given to N1 Interactive, Videoslots, BetPoint 

Group, Probe Investments and Fairload Limited in December, but were not published until 3 March 

after the operators asked a court to stop the fines being made public. 
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https://igamingbusiness.com/legal-compliance/dutch-regulator-issues-over-e26m-in-financial-

penalties 

 

BRAZIL: FORMER PRESIDENT BOLSONARO TO BE ACCUSED OF ILLEGALLY IMPORTING JEWELLERY 

On 6 March, TeleSUR reported that the case involves a necklace, ring, watch, and earrings that Saudi 

Arabia's Prince Muhammad Bin Salman gave to former First Lady Michelle Bolsonaro.  In October 

2021, the Federal Police seized the jewellery at the Sao Paulo's airport because they had been 

valued at €3 million, so that whoever transported them was violating rules on the maximum value of 

objects that a traveller can bring into Brazil.  In December 2022, after 4 failed attempts to recover 

the jewels, Bolsonaro sent a letter to the Income Tax Office requesting the transfer of the jewels to 

the Presidency, but this request was denied.  It is said that return of the jewellery would be subject 

to import tax, equivalent to 50% of the estimated value of the object, plus a fine of over 25%.  

https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/Bolsonaro-To-Be-Accused-of-Illegally-Importing-Jewelry-

20230306-0004.html 

 

4 EMPLOYEES OF GAZPROMBANK SWISS SUBSIDIARY CHARGED IN CONNECTION WITH THE 

OPENING OF BANK ACCOUNTS IN SWITZERLAND ON BEHALF OF THE GODFATHER TO PRESIDENT 

PUTIN’S DAUGHTER 

On 6 March, the EU Sanctions blog reported that the employees, including the CEO, are said to be in 

connection with the opening of bank accounts in Switzerland on behalf of Sergei Roldugin, a cellist 

and the godfather to President Putin’s daughter.  The bankers are alleged to have signed off 

declarations that Roldugin was not a “politically exposed person” (PEP), despite public reporting and 

their own knowledge of his connections to President Putin. 

https://www.europeansanctions.com/2023/03/gazprombank-switzerland-employees-charged-in-

connection-with-sergei-roldugin-accounts/ 

 

US: DOJ HAS ANNOUNCED THAT SETTLEMENTS AND JUDGEMENTS UNDER THE FALSE CLAIMS ACT 

EXCEEDED $2 BILLION FOR THE 2022 FISCAL YEAR 

On 6 March, Torres Trade Law reported that the fiscal year also had the second-highest number of 

settlements and judgments for any given year in FCA history; and it reflects the increasingly firm 

stance the US Government has taken on cases involving fraud against the Government.  The article 

explains that the FCA is most well-known for its use in cases where a party has fraudulently claimed 

money from the US Government.  However, it also applies in cases where a party has knowingly 
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avoided payment to the Gvernment.  The latter application, aptly called the “reverse false claim”, 

can impose liability on a party that knowingly avoids proper payment of customs duties. 

https://www.torrestradelaw.com/posts/Trade-Violations-Under-the-False-Claims-Act/301 

 

SWITZERLAND BECOMES STUMBLING BLOCK FOR WESTERN MILITARY AID TO UKRAINE 

On 28 February, the Wall Street Journal reported that while Switzerland is home to a mature 

weapons industry, it is also steeped in the principle that it keeps out of foreign wars.  Switzerland’s 

adherence to a ban on the export and re-export of weapons and ammunition to conflict zones is 

blocking NATO countries in Europe from giving Ukraine their stocks of Swiss-made ammunition and 

arms, none of which are easily substituted. 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/switzerland-becomes-stumbling-block-for-western-military-aid-to-

ukraine-6003880c 

 

US: NEW ADMINISTRATION STRATEGY TO COUNTER ‘EXISTENTIAL’ WMD TERRORISM THREAT 

FOCUSES ON SECURING MATERIALS, ENHANCING PARTNERSHIPS 

On 3 March, Homeland Security Today reported on the National Security Memorandum (NSM) 19 to 

Counter Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) Terrorism and Advance Nuclear and Radioactive 

Material Security.  This is a a new strategy intended to confront the threat of terrorists obtaining and 

catastrophically using unsecured nuclear and radioactive materials in WMD.  The new strategy 

stresses that “reducing, eliminating, and securing radioactive and nuclear materials are the most 

effective means to prevent their acquisition and use”.  The NSM addresses both the possibility of 

existing weapons usable materials falling into nefarious hands and the anticipation of emerging 

threats and “over-the-horizon technologies that could be used to develop, acquire, or employ 

WMD”, including through peaceful applications such as clean energy.  

https://www.hstoday.us/featured/new-administration-strategy-to-counter-existential-wmd-

terrorism-threat-focuses-on-securing-materials-enhancing-partnerships/ 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/03/02/fact-sheet-president-

biden-signs-national-security-memorandum-to-counter-weapons-of-mass-destruction-terrorism-

and-advance-nuclear-and-radioactive-material-security/ 

 

CANADA BORDER OFFICERS SEIZE NEARLY 1,400 PROHIBITED WEAPONS AND FIREARMS IN 

JANUARY 

On 28 February, Homeland Security Today reported that over 1,350 prohibited weapons and 13 

prohibited firearms were seized including 360 stun guns, 422 prohibited knives, 171 stun batons, 7 

https://www.torrestradelaw.com/posts/Trade-Violations-Under-the-False-Claims-Act/301
https://www.wsj.com/articles/switzerland-becomes-stumbling-block-for-western-military-aid-to-ukraine-6003880c
https://www.wsj.com/articles/switzerland-becomes-stumbling-block-for-western-military-aid-to-ukraine-6003880c
https://www.hstoday.us/featured/new-administration-strategy-to-counter-existential-wmd-terrorism-threat-focuses-on-securing-materials-enhancing-partnerships/
https://www.hstoday.us/featured/new-administration-strategy-to-counter-existential-wmd-terrorism-threat-focuses-on-securing-materials-enhancing-partnerships/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/03/02/fact-sheet-president-biden-signs-national-security-memorandum-to-counter-weapons-of-mass-destruction-terrorism-and-advance-nuclear-and-radioactive-material-security/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/03/02/fact-sheet-president-biden-signs-national-security-memorandum-to-counter-weapons-of-mass-destruction-terrorism-and-advance-nuclear-and-radioactive-material-security/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/03/02/fact-sheet-president-biden-signs-national-security-memorandum-to-counter-weapons-of-mass-destruction-terrorism-and-advance-nuclear-and-radioactive-material-security/


spring-loaded batons, 390 brass knuckles, and 13 conducted energy weapons (Tasers – classified as 

prohibited firearms).  Officers at Vancouver International Airport District intercepted several parcels 

containing large quantities of prohibited weapons.  The parcels, destined for addresses in British 

Columbia, were imported from China using a false declaration.  

https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/border-security/canada-border-officers-seize-nearly-

1400-prohibited-weapons-and-firearms/ 

 

HOW ISIS AND AL-QAEDA EXPLOIT THE EARTHQUAKE IN TURKEY TO MOBILISE SUPPORT 

On 27 February, Homeland Security Today reported that, despite the intra-Jihadi bloody conflicts, 

both groups are trying to exploit the natural disaster to arouse religious sentiment and mobilise 

support among Muslims around the world. 

https://www.hstoday.us/featured/how-isis-and-al-qaeda-exploit-the-earthquake-in-turkey-to-

mobilize-support/ 

 

https://www.statista.com/chart/29438/the-most-lucrative-luxury-investments 
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US: ALL IMPORT SHIPMENTS OF NON-TEXTILE MERCHANDISE MANUFACTURED IN CHINA WILL 

NEED THE POSTAL CODE OF THE FACTORY 

On 6 March, Greenberg Traurig published an article saying that, from 18 March, US Customs and 

Border Protection (CBP) will be validating those imports to ensure the imported goods are not 

produced in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR).  It is said that CBP will not release a list 

of Chinese postal codes or a list of postal codes in the XUAR. 

https://www.gtlaw.com/en/insights/2023/3/us-customs-to-require-china-factory-postal-code-to-

ensure-imported-goods-not-made-with-forced-labor 

 

KAZAKH MINER ENRC CLAIMS THAT SFO WOULD NOT HAVE OPENED A CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION 

INTO THE COMPANY IF IT HAD NOT INDUCED ENRC’S FORMER LAWYER TO ACT AGAINST THE 

COMPANY'S INTERESTS 

On 6 March, Yahoo News reported on a case before the High Court in London, in which ENRC is suing 

the SFO and international law firm Dechert.  Last year, a judge held that a former Dechert lawyer 

engaged with senior SFO officials without authority in a "reckless breach of duty"; and that SFO 

induced Gerrard to breach his duty out of “bad faith opportunism”.  ENRC is claiming around £21 

million to cover the costs of “unnecessary” work performed by Gerrard and his colleagues, which it 

argues were caused by Gerrard’s breaches. 

https://uk.news.yahoo.com/enrc-tells-london-court-uks-180303901.html 

 

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA TO AUCTION OFF $81 MILLION YACHT ‘OWNED BY RUSSIAN OLIGARCH’ 

On 6 March, the Guardian reported that an $81 million superyacht said to be owned by the 

sanctioned Russian oligarch Andrey Guryev is to be auctioned off by the government of Antigua & 

Barbuda, which claims the vessel has been abandoned in the Caribbean since Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine last year. 

https://www.theguardian.com/news/2023/mar/06/antigua-and-barbuda-auction-of-yacht-alfa-nero 

 

IRAQI CUSTOMS OFFICIALS ORDERED TO IMPOSE IMPORT BAN ON ALCOHOL 

On 6 March, the Guardian reported that a conservative minister had ordered the customs officials to 

enforce the ban.  It is said that the move was met with indignation by many across country, where 

liquor sales have boomed in recent years. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/mar/06/iraq-customs-officials-ordered-impose-import-

ban-alcohol 
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SEC EMERGENCY ACTION FOR AN ASSET FREEZE, APPOINTMENT OF A RECEIVER, AND OTHER 

EMERGENCY RELIEF AGAINST MIAMI-BASED INVESTMENT ADVISER BKCOIN MANAGEMENT LLC 

AND KEVIN KANG, IN CONNECTION WITH A CRYPTO ASSET FRAUD SCHEME 

On 6 March, a release from Mondo Visione advised that, from at least October 2018 through 

September 2022, BKCoin raised approximately $100 million from at least 55 investors to invest in 

crypto assets, but BKCoin and Kang instead used some of the money to make Ponzi-like payments 

and for personal use. 

https://mondovisione.com/media-and-resources/news/sec-files-emergency-action-against-miami-

investment-adviser-bkcoin-and-principal/ 

 

CANADA: WEALTH ONE BANK FINED $676,500 FOR FAILING TO COMPLY WITH AML LAW 

On 6 March, the Globe & Mail reported that FINTRAC has fined Wealth One Bank of Canada – a bank 

established to cater to Chinese-Canadians – for failing to comply with a federal law designed to stop 

terrorist financing and the illegal concealment of the origins of funding. 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/politics/article-wealth-one-money-laundering-law/ 

https://www.piquenewsmagazine.com/bc-news/vancouver-based-wealth-one-bank-fined-for-anti-

money-laundering-violations-6655687 
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