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ISLE OF MAN AND UK: OPEN GENERAL EPORT LICENCES FOR MILITARY ITEMS 

On 1 March, a news release from the Isle of Man advised that, on 1 March, the Export Control Joint 

Unit (ECJU) advises of 6 updates to various open general licences taking into account changes to the 

EU military list. 

https://www.gov.im/news/2023/mar/01/export-notice-open-general-export-licences/ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/notice-to-exporters-202305-6-open-general-export-

licences-ogels-updated  

 

UNDERSTANDING OFSI: AN INTRODUCTORY WEBINAR 

On 1 March, a video was released of HM Treasury’s Office of Financial Sanctions Implementation 

introductory webinar on 28 February that followed an intense year of change in financial sanctions.  

Representatives from across OFSI explain its role and powers in its mission to ensure that financial 

sanctions are properly understood, implemented and enforced in the UK. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zyvEsQM2O7U 

 

MEXICO IMPLEMENTS THE UNITED STATES-MEXICO-CANADA-AGREEMENT FORCED LABOR 

IMPORT BAN 

On 27 February, Baker McKenzie reported that the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement 

(USMCA) entered into force on 17 February, and that the Mexican Ministry of Economy has 

published an administrative regulation that sets forth the goods subject to import regulation by the 

Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare under the prohibition of the importation of goods produced 

with forced labour.  This Forced Labor Regulation will become effective on 18 May and implements 

the obligation included in the USMCA to prohibit the importation of goods produced in whole or in 

part by forced or compulsory labour, including forced or compulsory child labour. 

https://insightplus.bakermckenzie.com/bm/viewContent.action?key=Ec8teaJ9VaoXT22qiRzE1F7eOO

GbnAEFKCLORG72fHz0%2BNbpi2jDfaB8lgiEyY1JMz1e2tr2Ki2qDj4hl%2BJ2FQ%3D%3D&nav=FRbANE

ucS95NMLRN47z%2BeeOgEFCt8EGQ0qFfoEM4UR4%3D&emailtofriendview=true&freeviewlink=true 

 

ON THE FATF GREY LIST - WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 

In the light of Nigeria and South Africa being included on the list, on 28 February, Hogan Lovells 

published this article saying that the potential implications of the grey listing range from higher 

interest rates and inflation, a weakening of the South African Rand (which has already been seen), 
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reduced inbound foreign investment, less offshore investment and increased costs and delays due to 

greater compliance requirements for South African transactions. 

https://www.engage.hoganlovells.com/knowledgeservices/news/on-the-greylist-what-does-this-

mean 

 

NESTLE TO EXIT MYANMAR PRODUCTION BY SHUTTING DOWN PLANT 

On 1 March, Nikkei Asia reported that Nestlé had decided to close its sole plant in Myanmar 

(although products will continue to be available through a distributor). 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Crisis/Nestle-to-exit-Myanmar-production-by-shutting-

down-plant 

 

CHINA: REVISION OF LIST OF TECHNOLOGIES PROHIBITED AND RESTRICTED FROM EXPORT 

On 28 February, KPMG reported that the revision would delete 32 items, modify 36 items, and add 7 

items.  The revised list would have a total of 139 items, including 24 technologies prohibited from 

export and 115 technologies restricted from export. 

https://kpmg.com/us/en/home/insights/2023/02/tnf-china-revision-of-list-of-technologies-

prohibited-and-restricted-from-export.html 

 

UKRAINE DOESN'T APPEAR TO BE DIVERTING ARMS 

On 28 February, Defense One reported that the US Defense Department is increasing its scrutiny of 

US arms and other aid flowing to Ukraine, the department’s incoming Inspector General told 

lawmakers.  He also said that Ukraine leaders have promised to remain tightly focused on the issue 

of corruption, but commented that, “We're in the trust-but-verify business”.  He told the House 

Armed Services Committee that he had seen no evidence that Ukraine has put weapons into the 

wrong hands.  

https://www.defenseone.com/policy/2023/02/dod-inspector-sees-no-signs-ukraine-diverting-

weapons-promises-more-scrutiny/383449/ 

 

GLENCORE ORDERED TO PAY RESTITUTION TO THE FOUNDERS OF A HEALTHCARE COMPANY THAT 

SOUGHT TO PROVIDE MEDICAL SERVICES TO MINERS IN THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO 

On 28 February, the Wall Street Journal reported that the company had been ordered by a US court 

to pay nearly $30 million in restitution to the founders of a healthcare company that sought to 

provide medical services to miners in the DRC.  It says that this adds to a growing number of 
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penalties that the Anglo-Swiss mining and trading company has been forced to pay after admitting 

to bribery and market manipulation misconduct in many developing countries. 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/glencore-ordered-to-pay-30-million-in-restitution-to-medical-

workers-47104109 

 

US: A PRIMER ON CHOICE OF LAW 

On 28 February, the Transnational Litigation Blog published this post, explaining that, choice-of-law 

rules are used to determine the rights, duties, and liabilities of persons involved in a case with a 

connection to more than one jurisdiction, and that, in the US, most choice-of-law rules are state law. 

https://tlblog.org/primer-on-choice-of-law 

 

US: A PRIMER ON TRANSNATIONAL DISCOVERY 

On 22 February, the Transnational Litigation Blog published this post, explaining that, transnational 

discovery may be necessary to obtain information located abroad for use in US courts or to obtain 

information located in the US for use in foreign courts. 

https://tlblog.org/a-primer-on-transnational-discovery 

 

RUSSIAN AIRLINES ARE STILL FLYING WESTERN AIRLINERS DESPITE SANCTIONS 

On 1 March, Bloomberg reported that Russian airlines were still operating over 400 Western aircraft, 

compared to 544 last year.  The article says that the resilience underscores the limits of sanctions 

when targeted industries find workarounds or turn to less restrictive partners. 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-03-01/russian-airlines-fly-airbus-boeing-jets-

despite-sanctions 

 

THE TRICKS OF TRADE-BASED MONEY LAUNDERING 

On28 February, the Deccan Herald published this article, Bangladesh being seen to have a particular 

problem from TBML. 

https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/main-article/the-tricks-of-trade-based-money-laundering-

1196015.html 

 

ORGANISED CRIME IS INFECTING AFRICAN AND GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAINS 

On 28 February, Defence Web reported that transnational organised crime is usually associated with 

violent mafia-style groups that traffic drugs, people, arms and wildlife.  Less dramatic but equally 

damaging is the effect of organised crime on global supply chains for legal goods.  It refers to various 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/glencore-ordered-to-pay-30-million-in-restitution-to-medical-workers-47104109
https://www.wsj.com/articles/glencore-ordered-to-pay-30-million-in-restitution-to-medical-workers-47104109
https://tlblog.org/primer-on-choice-of-law
https://tlblog.org/a-primer-on-transnational-discovery
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-03-01/russian-airlines-fly-airbus-boeing-jets-despite-sanctions
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-03-01/russian-airlines-fly-airbus-boeing-jets-despite-sanctions
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/main-article/the-tricks-of-trade-based-money-laundering-1196015.html
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/main-article/the-tricks-of-trade-based-money-laundering-1196015.html


illegal activities - illicit labour practices, business fronting, and misrepresenting price and quantity 

are just some examples that threaten the procurement, transportation and retail systems for the 

global commodities trade.  It also refers to illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing is often 

hidden by document fraud, scant inspections of containerised shipments and bribes for government 

officials.  The fishing industry can also be a cover for other forms of organised crime, including drug 

and arms trafficking.  The article refers to another by the Institute for Strategic Studies. 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/daily-news/international-news/iss-organised-crime-is-infecting-

african-and-global-supply-chains/ 

https://issafrica.org/iss-today/organised-crime-is-infecting-african-and-global-supply-chains 

 

IS WAGNER AFRICA’S NEWEST COLONISER? 

On 1 March, an article from Defence Web asked this question and saying that Russia’s Wagner 

Group is blazing an increasingly murderous trail in Africa for loot, strategic resources and geopolitical 

influence, according to a new report. 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/daily-news/international-news/is-wagner-africas-newest-coloniser/ 

 

20 MILLION EMPTY MACARONS AND 10 TONS OF CIGARETTE FILTERS SEIZED BY TURKISH 

CUSTOMS 

On 28 February, Railly News reported that 20 million empty macarons (an empty filter cigarette 

tube) and 10 tons of cigarette filters were seized by the Customs Enforcement teams affiliated to the 

Ministry of Trade during the operations carried out in 2 provinces.  It explains that selling or buying 

macaron is legal in many countries, including Turkey, but selling macarons after filing sticks with 

tobacco is illegal since it becomes a filter cigarette. 

https://www.raillynews.com/2023/02/smuggled-cigarette-operation-from-customs-guard-teams/ 

 

FUTURE IUU FISHING TRENDS IN A WARMING WORLD: A GLOBAL HORIZON SCAN 

An Occasional Paper from RUSI on 1 March explores the impacts of climate change on IUU fishing 

over the next 10 years and beyond.  Comprising everything from small-scale, near-shore activity to 

industrial-scale, long-distance operations, the current IUU fishing threat has the potential to evolve 

significantly in a warming world. 

https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/occasional-papers/future-iuu-fishing-trends-

warming-world-global-horizon-scan 

See also https://www.unodc.org/documents/Rotten_Fish.pdf  
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FAKE COPYRIGHT COMPLAINTS SEEK TO REMOVE REPORTS ON EQUATORIAL GUINEA MINISTER AND 

CAMEROON LAWYER 

On 1 March, OCCRP reported that bogus copyright infringement complaints, made under the US 

Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) and sent to the host web servers of news outlets, have 

resulted in articles being taken offline for weeks at a time.  Complainants, sometimes using fake 

identities, post and backdate fake articles on which to base their claims.  It says that at least 5 

articles about Gabriel Mbaga Obiang Lima, the son of Equatorial Guinea’s President and its new 

minister of planning and economic diversification, and the attorney NJ Ayuk have been targeted by 

such complaints.  

https://www.occrp.org/en/daily/17370-fake-copyright-complaints-seek-to-remove-reports-on-

minister-and-lawyer 

 

REVISION OF THE EU RULES ON ASSET RECOVERY AND CONFISCATION 

On 1 March, a briefing from the EU Parliament Research Service said that, in May 2022, the 

European Commission adopted a proposal to amend a 2014 Directive with a view to strengthening 

the EU's asset recovery and confiscation rules and reinforcing the powers of asset recovery offices.  

The European Economic and Social Committee adopted its opinion on the proposal on 14 December.  

In the European Parliament, the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs is in charge of 

the file and published its draft report on 14 February.   

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/739373/EPRS_BRI(2023)739373_EN.p

df 

 

PRIMER ON CRYPTO PRICE MANIPULATION AND PUMP-AND-DUMP 

Cloudburst has produced this 2-page infographic. 

https://burst.cloud/docs/cloudburst_pamphlet_faq_02_23.pdf 
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https://www.linkedin.com/posts/fraudwit_digitalbanking-payments-fraudawareness-activity-

7036512664851783680-9fLJ 

https://www.fraudwit.com/post/fraudwit-quick-guide-to-understanding-ach-fraud  
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KENYA: ASSET RECOVERY AGENCY ACCUSES BRITISH TRADER OF MONEY LAUNDERING 

On 1 March, The Standard in Kenya reported that the ARA had filed a suit in the High Court alleging 

that a motorcycle dealer owned by the Briton used his company as a conduit to take “dirty money” 

out of the country. 

https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/business/business/article/2001468058/asset-recovery-agency-

accuses-british-trader-of-laundering-over-sh130-million 

 

MEP INVESTIGATED FOR FRAUD INVOLVING PARLIAMENTARY ALLOWANCES 

A news release from the European Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO) on 27 February advised that the 

EPPO had executed a seizure of more than €170 000 against Ms Stefania Zambelli MEP and 4 of her 

assistants, as part of an investigation into possible fraud involving parliamentary allowances. 

https://www.eppo.europa.eu/en/news/mep-investigated-fraud-involving-parliamentary-

allowances-eppo-seizes-over-eu170-000 

 

OFAC TARGETS DPRK ACTORS ILLICITLY GENERATING REVENUE ABROAD 

On 1 March, OFAC announced that it had sanctioned 3 entities and 2 individuals illicitly generating 

revenue in support of the government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK).  

Chilsong Trading Corporation and Korea Paekho Trading Corporation are agencies, instrumentalities, 

or controlled entities of the Government of North Korea or the Workers’ Party of Korea.  Chilsong is 

subordinate to the Government of North Korea, which uses trading companies like Chilsong to earn 

foreign currency, collect intelligence, and provide cover status for intelligence operatives.  Paekho 

has generated funds for the DPRK government since the 1980s by conducting art and construction 

projects on behalf of regimes throughout the Middle East and Africa. Hwang Kil Su and Pak Hwa 

Song established Congo Aconde SARL in the DRC to earn revenue from construction and statue-

building projects with local governments.  The EU has previously designated Chilsong, Paekho, Pak, 

and Hwang for engaging in sanctions evasion and being responsible for supporting the DPRK’s 

nuclear and ballistic missile programs. 

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/financial-sanctions/recent-actions/20230301 

https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy1313 

 

OPCW CONFIRMS MORE SYRIAN CHEMICAL WEAPONS USE 

In its March newsletter, the Arms Control Association reported that international investigators for 

the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) have confirmed a fifth instance in 

which Syria used chemical weapons against civilians.  They concluded that there were “reasonable 
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grounds” to believe that the Syrian military dropped 2 yellow chlorine cylinders on 2 apartment 

buildings in Douma, Syria, on 7 April 2018. 

https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2023-03/news/opcw-confirms-more-syrian-chemical-weapons-

use 

 

INDIA-REGISTERED TOBACCO COMPANY AGREES TO SETTLE VIOLATIONS OF NORTH KOREA 

SANCTIONS REGULATIONS FROM 2017 

On 1 March, KPMG reported that OFAC had announced that an India-registered tobacco company, 

Godfrey Phillips India Limited, has agreed to pay $332,500 to settle its potential civil liability for 5 

apparent violations of the North Korea sanctions regulations in 2017. 

https://kpmg.com/us/en/home/insights/2023/03/tnf-india-registered-company-agrees-settle-

violations-sanctions-regulations.html 

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/financial-sanctions/recent-actions/20230301_33 

 

IRELAND: EU TRADE SANCTIONS IN RESPONSE TO SITUATION IN UKRAINE 

On 27 February, the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment published this factsheet 

saying that, on 24 February, the EU adopted additional sanctions in response to Russia’s illegal and 

unprovoked military aggression against Ukraine.  These sanctions build on, and expand, the earlier 

sanctions.  The factsheet summarises the key trade provisions of the EU sanctions enacted to date.  

The Department has also prepared an associated Guidance Notice. 

https://enterprise.gov.ie/en/publications/eu-trade-sanctions-in-response-to-situation-in-ukraine-

.html#Notice 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL AUDITORS APPROVE ”GREEN” LABELS FOR PRODUCTS LINKED TO 

DEFORESTATION AND AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES 

On 1 March, as part of its new “Deforestation Inc” project, the ICIJ reported that major 

environmental auditing firms ignore or fail to recognise glaring environmental damage caused by 

loggers and other clients whose practices they certify as sustainable, undercutting an elaborate 

global system meant to fight forest destruction and climate change.  The new investigation is said to 

show how companies use the results of flawed audits to advertise products and operations as 

compliant with environmental standards, labour laws and human rights, misinforming shareholders 

as well as customers.   ICIJ found that many companies declared as sustainable forestry operations 

that fell well short of their own claims or voluntary standards.  For instance, a Brazilian wood 

products company operating in the Amazon claimed that it was “certified with flying colours” 
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despite having been fined 37 times since 1998 for stockpiling and transporting wood without legal 

documentation, among other violations. 

 

https://www.icij.org/investigations/deforestation-inc/auditors-green-labels-sustainability-

environmental-harm 

https://www.icij.org/investigations/deforestation-inc 

 

UAE: AUTHORITY SEIZES 214,000 PIECES OF COUNTERFEIT CLOTHING  

On 1 March, the Khaleej Times reported that Ras Al Khaimah authorities have seized 214,000 pieces 

of counterfeit clothing from a warehouse.  The counterfeit clothes bore the logos of 28 international 

brands.  A report said that the company that was committing the fraud was based outside Ras Al 

Khaimah and conducted its business by storing goods in abandoned warehouses in the emirate, and 

then it would then transport the goods to other emirates. 

https://www.khaleejtimes.com/uae/crime/uae-authority-seizes-214000-pieces-of-counterfeit-

clothing-with-original-value-of-dh91-million 
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